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From the Leader of Your Pack! 
 
We are having some strange weather, actually got 
out to fly one weekend in January 
and have been tempted several 
times this month, but have this 
inertia that just doesn’t just let me 
get my act in gear sometimes! 
 
Now with the days getting 
noticeably longer and the 
continuing milder weather, I will 
have more opportunities to get it 
together and go flying! 
 
February is time for the WRAMs show in 
Westchester. I plan on being there with the same 
gang that has been accompanying me over the last 
15+ years. We go on Friday afternoon, the guys 
pick me up in Jersey City, and we stop in the same 
place each year for lunch, do the show and then 
have this obligation to take the ladies to dinner 
someplace nice as soon as we get back. The price 
of admission is the cost of the show and dinner that 
night! 
 
Will bring you up to date on the field hunt at the 
meeting. Have had some contact with Senator 
Corzine’s office, have made contact promised with 

neighboring club; however, was given a terrific 
idea that another club used that brought results 
quickly. 
 

What I will discuss will definitely 
cost us a few bucks, but if it gets us 
a field it will be money well spent! 
Would really like to make sure you 
are all in agreement before 
launching this most interesting idea; 
please try to attend this meeting. 
 
It is my plan to bring one of my 
recent acquisitions just finished – it 

is called ‘MADNESS’ – this is an interesting sport 
pattern plan, designed in Europe and is a bit 
different as well as nice looking. 
 
If you have ideas relative to the field issue or even 
some thoughts on the issue bring them forward; no 
idea is ‘dumb’ – let’s hear from the membership? 
 

January Winners 
 
Curt Kazimir won the gallon of fuel.   
 
The "50-50" was split three ways with John 
Donnelly, cCurt Kazimir, and Bill Buck each 
taking home a percentage of the pot. 

Coming Events 
 
February 28 Club Meeting  
(EAST BRUNSWICK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY   8:00 PM) 
 
March 28 Club Meeting 
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This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month is a relatively little-
known commercial model produced by a very well-
known company. If you look closely, you can see 
that it's a four-engined plane. Its history is very 
interesting. In addition, it was one of the first 
transports to be pressurized. Whatzit?? 
 

January's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 

 
 
Our mystery ship last month was Britain"s WWII 
heavy bomber, the Avro Lancaster. "AVRO" goes 
back to 1910 and stood for A.V.Roe, who's initial 
designs were triplanes. Many successful British 
designs were the result of the critical goal of 
improving an initial flying brick.  The prototype 
Lancaster was in fact a converted twin-engined 
Manchester airframe with an enlarged wing center-
section and four 1145 hp Rolls-Royce Merlin 
engines. The prototype flew on Jan. 9, 1941 and 
went into service evaluation in Sept. 1941. Success 
was immediate, and large production orders were 
placed. War priorities are amazing, and a large 
number of Manchester airframes were converted 
on-line to Lancaster Model 1's. Four other British 
companies were put under contract to provide 
these heavies. In 1942, Victory Aircraft in Canada 
produced 430 units. Estimates show that 
approximately 7377 were produced, and sources 
indicate that only two survive. Final performance 
was 287 mph, with (4) 1640 hp Merlins giving a 
ceiling of 24,500 ft. and a gross weight of 70,000 
lb. Some of the above data taken from the 

Complete Encyclopedia of World Aircraft........Bill 
Keller 
 

Model of the Month 
 
There were three planes at the January meeting. 
 
John Donnelly brought in two electric planes.  The 
first is a GWS Pico Stik ARF that was picked up at 
the club's dinner.  It has a GWS Pico flight system 
and GWS 280 reduction drive motor system.  The 
Pico Stik has a 38" wing and weighs 6.5 ounces.    
 
The other plane is a SIG Rascal ARF.  The green 
and white plane uses a geared speed 400 motor 
and has a wingspan of 49".  The Rascal weighs 26 
ounces. 

 
Bill Buck won the February M.O.M. with the 
Model Tech Magic ARF he purchased through 
Hobby People.  The 4 pound plane sports a 52" 
wing.  Bill installed a Super Tigre 45 and a MAC 
short pipe muffler. 
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Update of the Kit Review of the Carl 
Goldberg "Staudacher S300-GS" 
Chapter 1 ...  
 
Chris Leedshas been merrily building the 
Staudacher and brought in a few of the assemblies 
he has completed to show the club members.  He is 
especially impressed with the different building aids 
that Carl Goldberg supplies in the kit.  All three of 
the fixtures are made from die cut plywood.   
 
Here is the rudder and fin assembly for the 
Staudacher.  If you look carefully you can see the 
nicely rounded leading and trailing edges that Chris 
has completed. 
  

 
 
 
 

To get that nice rounded leading edge, Chris used 
the fixture in the center of the photograph. 
 

 
 
On either side of the leading and trailing edge 
shaper are the fixtures for sanding the bevel into 
the hinge side of the fin, rudder, stabilizer, and 
elevator.  This is a well thought out system that 
insures that the plane is built as the designer 
intended. 
 

 Club's Lending Library ...      by: Alexander 
Szemere  
Our membership will be able to borrow books and 
videotapes from the TCRC Library at this month's 
meeting. This will be a special opportunity for new 
members to take out some materials to get better 
acquainted with R/C aviation.  
 
Those who owe any books or tapes (you know 
who you are)..., please return them this month so 
others may read or view them. Unfortunately there 
are several items still outstanding from the TCRC 
Library's inventory.  
 
This is a monthly lending library to be used by the 
membership. The cooperation in returning all items 
within one month is greatly appreciated.  
 
Thank you!    
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January Meeting 
 
I took a few photos during the meeting to show off 
the new, updated room that we are using at the 
East Brunswick Library.  There were twenty 
members present.   

 
 
When the library refurbished the room back in 
October, they put a brighter color on the walls, 
installed new carpet, and brought in new tables and 
comfortable chairs.  They even updated the 
lighting. 

 
 
Here are 4 of our five officers.  From the left are 
Jack Mieszkowski, Bob Mackey, George Vetrecin, 
and Norm Berger.  Missing is Harris Kohen.   

 

News, of Sorts 
 
The following two news stories were pulled off 
two of the news web sites under the heading 
"Weird News of the Day" 
 
Man stole plane and crashed it twice in a 
night 
 
A man in Western Australia allegedly stole a plane 
and crashed it twice in one evening.  Kevin James 
Turner, who's 48, pleaded not guilty to stealing the 
twin-engine Cessna 337. Prosecutors say he stole it 
from an airport, then crash-landed it before taking 
off and crashing again.  They say he stole it from 
the Kalgoorlie-Boulder airport on October 26, 
AAP reports.  Police say he crash-landed near 
Lake King, 462km southeast of Perth.  Drinkers at 
a nearby pub helped him to restart the plane before 
he crashed it again 2km away, they say.  He's due 
to reappear at Kalgoorlie District Court on 
February 22. 
 
Pilot survives two crashes in one day 
 
  A pilot has escaped from two air crashes in one 
day with just a few scratches and bruises.  Justin 
Kirkbride of Farmington, New Mexico survived a 
plane crash in the southwest Colorado Mountains.  
An air force helicopter picked him up but then 
crashed near his single-engine plane.  Mr. 
Kirkbride, 31, spent six hours walking in knee-
deep snow and heavy woods before being found by 
the search and rescue team.  After picking him up, 
the helicopter plunged 70 feet to the ground after 
its rotor struck a tree. Its tail and rotors were 
damaged, but no one was injured.  The helicopter 
crashed just under a mile from the Cessna plane, 
which Mr. Kirkbride brought down in a patch of 
trees after struggling to control it.  His two 
passengers, his friends, Larry Diamond and Tom 
Robbins escaped serious injury. Mr. Diamond 
broke a leg and a foot and suffered a neck injury, 
while Mr. Robbins sustained two cracked ribs and 
cuts and bruises.  Mr. Kirkbride played down the 
crashes, saying: "I like to think of them as landings 
because I walked away.  "He also says he wasn't 
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scared: "I don't think scared is the right word. 
There was definite concern. I was concerned for 
my passengers. As a pilot, that's your number one 
concern." 
 

Actual Exchanges Between Airline 
Pilots and Control Towers 
 
Bill Keller, who got the article from his son, sent 
the following piece to me. 
 
The following are accounts of actual exchanges 
between airline pilots and control towers from 
around the world! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
While taxiing, the crew of a US Air flight departing 
for Ft. Lauderdale made a wrong turn and came 
nose to nose with a United 727. The irate female 
ground controller lashed out at the US Air crew, 
screaming: "US Air 2771, where are you going? I 
told you to turn right onto Charlie taxiway! You 
turned right on Delta! Stop right there. I know it's 
difficult for you to tell the difference between C's 
and D's, but get it right! "Continuing her tirade to 
the embarrassed crew, she was now shouting 
hysterically: 
"God, you've screwed everything up! It'll take 
forever to sort this out!  You stay right there and 
don't move till I tell you to! You can expect  
progressive taxi instructions in about half an hour 
and I want you to go exactly where I tell you, 
when I tell you, and how I tell you! You got that, 
US Air 2771?" Yes ma'am," the humbled crew 
responded. Naturally the ground control frequency 
went terribly silent after the verbal bashing of US 
Air 2771. Nobody wanted to engage the irate 
ground controller in her current state. Tension in 
every cockpit at LGA was running high. Then an 
unknown pilot broke the silence and asked, 
"Wasn't I married to you once?" 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The controller working a busy pattern told the 727 
on downwind to make a three-sixty--do a complete 
circle, a move normally used to provide spacing 
between aircraft. The pilot of the 727 complained, 
"Don't you know it costs us two thousand dollars 
to make even a one-eighty in this airplane?" 

Without missing a beat the controller replied, 
"Roger, give me four thousand dollars' worth."  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A DC-10 had an exceedingly long rollout after 
landing with his approach speed a little high. San 
Jose Tower: "American 751 heavy, turn right at 
the end of the runway, if able. If not able, take the 
Guadeloupe exit off Highway 101 and make a right 
at the light to return to the airport." 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
It was a really nice day, right about dusk, and a 
Piper Malibu was being vectored into a long line of 
airliners in order to land at Kansas City. KC 
Approach: "Malibu three-two Charlie, you're 
following a 727, one o'clock and three miles." 
Three-two Charlie: "We've got him. We'll follow 
him." KC Approach: "Delta 105, your traffic to 
follow is a Malibu, eleven o'clock and three miles. 
Do you have that traffic?" Delta 105 (in a thick 
southern drawl, after a long pause): "Well...I've got 
something down there. Can't quite tell if it's a 
Malibu or a Chevelle."  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Tower: "Eastern 702, cleared for takeoff, contact 
Departure on 124.7." Eastern 702: "Tower, 
Eastern 702 switching to Departure. By the way, 
after we lifted off we saw some kind of dead 
animal on the far end of the runway." Tower: 
"Continental 635, cleared for takeoff, contact 
Departure on 124.7. Did you copy that report from 
Eastern?" Continental 635: "Continental 635, 
cleared for takeoff, roger; and yes, we copied 
Eastern and we've already notified our caterers." 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
The German air controllers at Frankfurt Airport 
are a short-tempered lot. They not only expect one 
to know one's gate parking location, but how to 
get there without any assistance from them. So it 
was with some amusement that we (a Pan Am 747) 
listened to the following exchange between 
Frankfurt ground control and a British Airways 
747, call sign "Speedbird 206": Speedbird 206: 
"Top of the morning, Frankfurt, Speedbird 206 
clear of the active runway." Ground: "Guten 
Morgen. You vill taxi to your gate." The big 
British Airways 747 pulled onto the main taxiway 
and slowed to a stop. Ground: "Speedbird, do you 
not know where you are going?" Speedbird 206: 
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"Stand by a moment, Ground, I'm looking up our 
gate location now." Ground (with arrogant 
impatience): "Speedbird 206, haff you never flown 
to Frankfurt before?" Speedbird 206 (coolly): Yes, 
I have, actually, in 1944.  In another type of 
Boeing, but just to drop something off. I didn't 
stop." 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
O'Hare Approach Control: "United 329 heavy, 
your traffic is a Fokker, one o'clock, three miles, 
eastbound." United 239: "Approach, I've always 
wanted to say this...I've got that Fokker in sight." 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
A Pan Am 727 flight engineer waiting for start 
clearance in Munich overheard the following: 
Lufthansa (in German): Ground, what is our start 
clearance time?" Ground (in English): "If you want 
an answer you must speak English." Lufthansa (in 
English): "I am a German, flying a German 
airplane, in Germany. Why must I speak English? 
"Unknown voice (in a beautiful British accent): 
"Because you lost the bloody war!" 
 

WRAMS 
 
I took my annual pilgrimage to Westchester 
Saturday afternoon.  As usual I arrived at 1:15 and 
got a front row parking space in the big lot.  I had 
to fight the crowd that was leaving and crossing 
the road to the parking lot, but there wasn't any 
line at the ticket booth.  Inside wasn't too crowded 
in the aisles.  I made my way to the model display, 
and although there were a lot of empty display 
tables, the models that were there were fantastic. 
 
One model that surprised me was an original 
design sport jet called "Double Wammy", with 
TWO dynajet motors.  He has to fly this in the 
desert because there can't be any flying fields 
around here that could deal with the noise. 
 

 
 
 
There were a lot of nice planes, but I was most 
impressed with a 1/4 scale D.H. Gypsey Moth that 
not only had folding wings and a complete cockpit, 
but the owner had even built his own working 4 
cylinder Cirrus scale motor.  This model was the 
only one on the stage and there was a crowd 
around it all the time.  I was able to sneak in to get 
one photo that didn't turn out too good, but here it 
is anyway.    
 

 
 
A 1/4 scale Siemens Schuckert DIII sat alone on 
the end of one table and didn't seem to draw the 
crowds that the Gypsey Moth did.  The plane was 
also very detailed, and the lozenge pattern was 
superb.  Speaking of lozenge pattern, a company 
called GTM, Inc. had exact, 1/4 scale models of 
the Fokker DR-I Tri-plane and DVII, and they had 
fabric covering material with the lozenge pattern 
printed on it. 
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A 60" wing span Albatros DII was a wood 
worker's delight with all of the nicely stained 
veneer on its fuselage and fin. 
 

 
 
A D.H. Tiger Moth sat proudly between a Spit and 
a T-6.  With it's 88" span it looked a lot bigger 
than the 1/4 scale it was built to. 
 

 
 
After touring the model display area, which 
seemed more crowded that the main floor, I went 
out to the balcony area to take in the overall scene.  
From up above the floor, I didn't see anything that 
really stood out from the rest of the displays, so I 
started my walking tour.   
 

 
 
First up, I noticed SIG was not present.  I was 
interested in them because they had just released 
three new indoor electric flyers that got my 
interest.  Oh, well.  I checked out each booth, 
looking for some way to get rid of all the cash I 
brought, but in the end, somehow managed to 
bring the majority of the money back.  However, 
all was not lost; I did find a connector I wanted, a 
couple of packages of #2 screws, and a backyard 
3D flyer (a Radical Edge 540 that I'll bring in when 
I build it, which means that you will probably see 
Chris Leeds's Staudacher first.)  I left behind a 61 
inch, 3D ARF electric flyer that was selling for 
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$279, because it would of cost me $700 by the 
time I left with the motor, speed controller, and 
battery pack.  Oh, well. 
 
I spent a lot of time by the Creek Hobbies booth 
watching them fly their tethered, miniature, 
helicopter.  Control and power was supplied 
through a 7 wire harness.  It was cute and small, 
with about 12" rotor.  For about $200 I left it 
there. 
 
I saw only one club member, Walter (Vladimir) 
Halas as I was leaving.  He was waiting for Alex to 
get out of an AMA meeting. 
 
I did meet a member from another club I belong to, 
and I talked to old friend and past co-worker, 
Denis Donohue for a long time about modeling and 
work.  Denis had a booth, KSD Products, that sells 
dust masks, and flexible masking tape.  Denis was 
also the AMA National Pattern Contest Winner 
and TOC flyer back in the early '70's. 
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