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Notice of a Proposal for a Change to 
the Club Constitution. 
 
At the February 2002 meeting a motion was made 
that would require a change in the club's 
constitution.  The by-laws of the club require 
notification through this newsletter before the vote 
on the motion can be made.  The official rule is as 
follows: 
 
Per the by-laws of the Tri-County 
Club, (ARTICLE 11 - 
Amendments 
 
Section 1.  Amendments may be 
made to this Constitution and these 
by-laws at any general meeting of 
the Club membership, provided the 
members shall have been notified in 
the issue of the FLY PAPER prior 
to that month's meeting when the 
amendment is to be considered.  Proposed 
amendments must be approved by a simple 
majority of the members present.  (amended 5-84)) 
 
The motion proposed by Rich DeLuca and 
seconded by John Donnelly to allow discussion, is 
as follows: "To make a Constitutional 
amendment that if the club is dissolved, any 

member who joins as of January, 2001 who did 
not pay $100 initiation would be entitled at 
most to the initiation fee." 
This motion will be up for a vote of the attending 
membership at the March 28th, 2002 meeting.  That 
meeting will be held at the East Brunswick Library.  
The meeting will start at 8:00. Please come and let 
your voice and vote be heard.  
 

From the Leader of 
Your Pack! 
 
Our club has been around since 
1968, which means that we are in 
our 35th year! 
 
While at present we are without 
our own home field, we do have a 
place to fly in the Middlesex 
County field in Edison, besides 
the fact that many of us belong to 

one or more area clubs. 
 
To begin a discussion on how the club is ultimately 
disposed of and who is entitled to how much is a 
bit premature, unless you as the membership are 
ready to call it quits! 
 

Coming Events 
 
March 28 Club Meeting  
(EAST BRUNSWICK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY   8:00 PM) 
 
April 5, 6, 7 Toledo 
(www.toledoshow.com) 
 
April 25 Club Meeting 
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My position is that this is a bump in the road that 
we will eventually get over and that to focus on 
anything other than finding a new field is a 
destructive course. 
Further, again my opinion, a member is a member 
– this is a hobby/sport and not a financial 
undertaking. The proposal to create two classes of 
member and focus on what one is entitled to is 
wrong. If someone joins our club he is a member, 
period. If there are people out there that would 
join for a part of the spoils – so be it, because with 
everyone’s effort there will be no spoils! 
 
Last, if the membership is not committed to 
making this work, then I (again personal opinion) 
would rather see one of you make a motion to 
donate the club treasury (perhaps to the A.M.A. 
Scholarship Fund? - the editor) in the event of the 
club demise vs. feeding any sharks that think they 
might surround us. 
 
In the 32 years I have been with this club, I never 
wanted to be the one to preside over a period like 
this, but here we are! I for one am committed to 
making this club live on and ask for your support 
in doing this – let’s end the negative talk and work 
together to keep moving forward. 
 
I ask the membership to soundly reject these 
defeatist proposals before us and move on with 
the club's real business. 
 
Now I'll get off that subject and leave this issue to 
you, the membership! 
 
On the flying and building front here in my part of 
the world, there is nothing much happening.  I was 
home for long weekend on President’s Weekend (5 
days) and while the weather was good for a few 
days, I just couldn’t get my act together. 
 
I did attend the Lebanon PA Flee Market and saw 
many of you there. This is a very good event, lots 
‘o’ stuff and many interesting ‘bargains.’ I 
personally walked away with a couple of good 15 
inch props that I ‘needed’ and got at a bargain 
price. Other than the props I did not give into any 
of the other temptations that were there. Next year 

I suggest you try this event, as it is well worth your 
time. 
 
 
 

Prospective New Member 
 
Please welcome Rocky Cioffi of Piscataway.  He 
attended his first meeting in February. 
 

January Winners 
 
Rocky Cioffi won the gallon of fuel.   
 
The "50-50" was split three ways, with John 
Mieszkowski, Norm Berger, and Dino Xiapolis 
each taking home a share. 
 

This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month is the well-known 
comic strip's mode of transportation. It was 
regarded as the finest British fighter of WW1.  The 
big 150 HP engine enabled it to outperform all 
competitors; indeed it was credited for at least 
1,294 downed adversaries.  Whatzit??? 
 

February's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was the Boeing 307 
"Stratoliner." You can see from the engines and 
wing that it's a cousin of the B-17. Initially, 
Boeing's Model 299 was the prototype for the B-
17, but apparently Boeing decided to use the 
engineering data and development to do a parallel 
design with a civilian version: hence the model 
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300. Both the 299 and 300 would share the same 
wings, tail, and engines, but the 300 would have a 
more spacious fuselage intended for passengers 
rather than fireworks. This developed into a 
circular-sectioned body with moderate 
pressurization, enabling a comfortable cruise 
altitude for passengers of 20,000 feet, climbing 
above most weather: hence the name "Stratoliner." 
Ten units were built in 1938. Three went to Pan 
Am, five to TWA and one to Howard Hughes. One 
was destroyed before delivery. The TWA units 
were "drafted" in 1942 ("C-75" USAAF VIP 
work). They survived the war doing 3000 
transatlantic crossings (45,000 hours and 7.5 
million miles!) then went back to Boeing at the end 
of the war for refurbishment and further use. They 
were powered by (4) 900 HP Wright Cyclones, 
cruised at 220 MPH and had a ceiling of 26,000 ft. 
Some of the above data was taken from the 
Complete Encyclopedia of World Aircraft....Bill 
Keller 
 

Model of the Month 
 
There were two planes at the February meeting. 
 

 
 
Norm had a Madness EZ ARF from ZNLine that 
was manufactured in Belgium and delivered by 
way of Central Hobbies in the mid west.  The plane 
weighs about 6 pounds with a YS53 and a JR 
radio.  Colors are purple and clear. 
 

 
 
John English brought in his Goldberg Ultimate 
Biplane, and in doing so took home a gallon of fuel 
for winning the February M.O.M.  
 
John's Ultimate is covered with blue MonoKote 
and MonoKote checkerboard trim.  An OS 91 
engine and a JR radio are installed.  
 

For Sale 
 
Hangar 9 NIB - CAP 232 ARF Quarter Scale, 
Matt Chapman and/or All White version. Each for 
$300.00 - If you want to see it, drop me a note... 
drszemere@aol.com or give me a phone call. 
Alex @ 732-821-5641 - I'll take it to the field or 
the meeting.  
 

Club's Lending Library ...      by: Alexander 
Szemere  
Our membership will be able to borrow books and 
videotapes from the TCRC Library at this month's 
meeting. This will be a special opportunity for new 
members to take out some materials to get better 
acquainted with R/C aviation.  
 
There are some new editions to the library, 
specifically a few new issues of Model Sport Video 
Magazine. 
 
Thank you!    
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The following articles were taken 
from the February issue of the AMA 
national newsletter. 
 
How to Reduce RC Engine Noise by Ron 
Scott 
 
Here are some things I’ve learned over the years 
that may help you reduce noise levels. 
Use a good muffler system. The original muffler 
should provide a good level of sound dampening - 
if the baffles haven’t been removed. There are 
several after market mufflers available in various 
model magazines. 
Add a rubber exhaust deflector. This can reduce 
noise from 1 - 3 dB in certain cases. It also extends 
the exhaust gas residue out a few inches from the 
airplane. 
Use a larger prop. Increasing the prop diameter by 
½ inch  to one inch can have a 2 - 5 dB reduction 
in noise. Basically this slows down the engine rpm. 
[Tech. Ed. note: Important! If you have a damaged 
prop, it should be used for paint stirring. Only if 
there are very minor dings or surface flaws on a 
prop should the following suggestion be done. 
Clean and smooth, do not remove material.] 
Clean and smooth prop. Clean edges will cut the 
air smoothly with less noise, whereas cuts and 
dings on the edges can cause friction and drag in 
the airstream—thus causing noise. I use 150 grit 
sandpaper for the rough areas, then 400 grit for 
finishing work. When you consider that a 10 inch 
prop at 10,000 rpm is traveling at 297 mph the 
aerodynamic profile of the prop makes a 
difference. A cut in the outer edge can cause a 
hissing sound and add to the engine noise. 
Lower the Fuel’s nitro level. For every 5% 
increase in nitro, expect a 1 dB increase in noise 
level.  Reducing the nitro in the fuel from 15% to 
5% can reduce the noise by 2 dB. 
Keep the airframe tight. Often times, noises 
develop in the fuselage and/or wing areas due to 
mechanical resonances due to engine vibrations. 
This is often caused by loose hardware, wing 
braces, etc. Make sure all hardware is secure and 
tight (no loose wing ribs, etc.). Soft engine mounts 
can reduce or eliminate these noises by de-coupling 

the engine from the fire wall. This essentially 
lowers the resonant frequency and partially damps 
the high frequency vibration. 
De-tune (richen) the engine’s fuel mixture to 
reduce rpm. This obviously reduces power but the 
engine is quieter. 
Go from a two-stroke engine to a four-stroke 
engine. The four-stroke engines are usually quieter. 
The added benefits are worth the additional money. 
A four-stroke engine is quieter, more fuel efficient, 
more reliable, and idles more smoothly. It also 
leaves a lot less oil residue all over the airplane. 
 
from Update 
Santa Barbara Radio Control Modelers 
Peter Nickel, editor 
Santa Barbara CA 
 

High Wings Versus Low Wings by Clay 
Ramskill 
We finally master our high-wing trainer—or trash 
it, whichever comes first. Maybe then we build a 
shoulder wing plane. Only after we are somewhat 
competent at flying do we try flying a low-wing 
airplane, and then with white knuckles and shaky 
knees. Why? Just what is it about low-wingers that 
make them “tougher” to fly? Are they faster? No! 
All other things being equal, there’s virtually no 
difference in drag or top speed. The illusion comes 
from designers’ choice. They tend to put faster 
airfoil sections and lower aspect ratios on low-
wing airplanes, making them speedier. Low-wing 
airplanes do have some characteristics, compared 
to high-wingers, that make them more suitable for 
higher performance aircraft. 
1. “Nicer” (and quicker) roll response. This comes 
from the relative placement of the center of gravity 
(CG) being closer to the natural roll center of the 
wing. The CG will be at or only slightly above the 
roll center of a low-wing, but well below that of a 
high-wing. Assuming at least a little dihedral, the 
roll center of the wing will be slightly above the 
center of the wing. In a roll, the wing (providing 
the “power”) wants to roll about its own roll 
center. The rest of the airplane (the “resistance”) 
wants to roll about the CG. The wider the distance 
between roll center and CG, the funnier-looking is 
the roll (i.e., “non-axial”). 
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2. The low-wing reacts more neutrally to power 
changes. Our old high-wing trainer, with the 
thrustline very low, will respond by pitching nose 
up when power is added, nose down if power is 
reduced. This contributes to stability with the nose 
going the way we want it to on a trainer. On the 
other hand, the low-winger will be more neutrally 
stable, without much pitch reaction to power 
changes. The low-winger will also be more wind 
“resistant” on the ground, a function of wing 
height above the wheels. The high-winger will 
naturaily be more “tipsy,” reacting to wind while 
taxiing and during takeoff and landing. 
We must all understand that we’re only talking of 
tendencies here. There are many other variables 
that have an impact on the characteristics 
involved—the designer can juggle these around to 
get the desired handling. But wing placement is 
definitely one of the biggies when it comes to 
establishing how an airplane is going to handle. 
via The Flight Log 
Radio Control Aircrafters of Western New York 
Russ Cleversley, editor 
West Seneca NY 
 
TIP 
Keep a candle near your workbench. Use it to rub 
on screws before screwing them in and they will go 

in more easily. Candles can be used on nylon wing 
bolts (though if they are not screwed up tight they 
may vibrate out in flight), threaded rods, and the 
ends of Snakes (Gold-N-Rods, etc.). You could 
also use soap. 
from Contact 
First State RC Club Hockessin DE 
Tim Mihalski, editor  
 

And in Closing, just a Painful 
Remember that Taxes are Due April 
15th. 
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