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Proposal for a Change to the Club 
Constitution Turned Down 
 
The motion, "To make a 
Constitutional amendment that 
if the club is dissolved, any 
member who joins as of January, 
2001 who did not pay $100 
initiation would be entitled at 
most to the initiation fee," was 
defeated by the club members, 24 
no, 0 yes, and 3 abstained.  
 

Dues are Due. 
 
The annual dues for membership to 
Tri County are due now.  The dues are $25 dollars 
for regular members and $12.50 for full time 
students.  Please see the treasurer, George 
Vetrecin, at the meeting, or mail him a check along 
with the coupon on page 5.  George's address is: 
 
341 North Main Street 
Milltown, NJ 08850 
 
George also has the Edison Flying Field permits.  
They are $10.00 for Middlesex County residents 
and $20.00 for non-residents. 
 

From the Leader of Your Pack! 
 

Asleep at the switch! Here it is 
Sunday, April 21st – John told me 
the deadline for the newsletter is 
Friday 19th – I told him no 
problem and the light bulb just 
went off - in my sleepy head! 
 
First, let me thank you all for 
voting for the survival of our club 
and defeating the recent negative 
motions. Then, I was happy to see 
that only one person left the flyers 
behind at the meeting, so at least 
they stand a chance of getting 
out. 

 
No action so far, but don’t despair, I think I have a 
better way yet to get the word out! My next 
scheme is a little more direct and to the point and a 
lot easier to deliver. I think this approach has a lot 
of merit and just need a little help with it. 
 
I have been on the road for work quite a bit these 
last few weeks and seldom have had the 
opportunity to get much done with my personal 
fleet. Last week and this, I had some flying 
activities with other clubs that I belong to and 

Coming Events 
 
April 25 Club Meeting  
(EAST BRUNSWICK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY   8:00 PM) 
 
May 18 Eagles Electric 
Fly Hope, NJ 
 
May 25 Jumbo 
Jamboree Imlaystown, NJ 
 
May 30 Club Meeting 
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could not make them due to weekends filled with 
visitors at home. 
This coming week I am traveling but should be 
back for Thursday PM. If I can’t make it, I will 
provide the input to the officers so that we can 
continue to keep the field search hot. 
 
In the last few weeks I have visited a couple of 
hobby shops and am amazed at the level of activity 
in the stores (they are crowded, and people appear 
to be buying lots o' stuff.) 
 
Then when you look around there is this huge and 
never ending supply of ARFs that is mind boggling. 
Many of them are easily better looking, more 
straight (was going to say ‘straight-er’) and 
probably less costly than building yourself. 
 
Granted they save lots of time building and get you 
out flying sooner – so when the retired guys in the 
crowd start telling me that "it doesn’t pay to build" 
then you really know that the ARFs are really 
being accepted. 
 
No, I have no soap box relative to ‘saving the 
hobby’ by telling you all we need to build kits – 
everything is a balance, and anything that helps the 
hobby is good. I personally hope it attracts a 
younger crowd because when you look around 
there is only gray hair [I don’t have any (hair or 
grey?)] and too many canes sprouting up. When 
we start to see walkers being used on the field, 
then we know for sure! 
 
Hope you all are doing something with some 
involvement with the hobby, even if you have gray 
hair! 
 

Our Web Site Has Been Updated 
 
Check out the latest version of our web site.  
www.tricountyrc.com has been updated by our 
secretary, Jack Mieszkowski, to give it a new look.  
Jack may have changed some other features 
because I was able to view the newsletter using 
Netscape 4.7, something I haven't been able to do 
since the Geocities servers were updated. 

 
A nice feature that Jack added is a pop-up screen 
informing the reader of our reward for finding a 
club field. 
Jack did discover a problem, so I will let him 
explain it in his own words.  "However, there’s a 
slight glitch with the website service provider, 
which is beyond our control.  Because of our 
deal with Geocities, the amount of data that 
can be transferred from their server to a 
viewer’s computer is very limited.  While I 
was testing all the links, I discovered this 
limit, and every time I went to the site, it 
wouldn’t display it.  If you get this message, 
wait about an hour before trying again.  
Geocities is trying to get its members to sign 
up for a premium service which means that 
anyone who subscribed to the free service is 
really getting what they paid for.  I am letting 
you know this just in case there are a lot of 
people trying to download the newsletter at 
once and they start asking questions about 
why it doesn’t work." 
 
Thanks, Jack.  As I mentioned before, I was on the 
site and had no problems.  However, that was 
around 10 p.m. on a Friday night.   
 

March Winners 
 
Dino Xipolis won the gallon of fuel.   
 
The "50-50" was split three ways, with Chris 
Leeds, Alex Szemere, and Fred Clark each taking 
home a share. 
 

This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month is a little-known 
aircraft from a well-known manufacturer (not 
Boeing). In fact, all the USA plane builders knew 
in the late 30's that Boeing's B-17 was the up-and-
coming landmark design. Our Mystery Ship was an 
interim design for a medium bomber, correcting a 
lot of their earlier efforts. Whatzit? 
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March's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was the Sopwith 
"Camel," officially named "Biplane F.1." This unit 
superseded the "Pup" and was regarded as the 
finest British fighter of WW1. It was one of the 
first to have many up-to-date features: large 150 
HP engine, armament, and fuel/pilot/engine located 
in a short distance. This resulted in unsurpassed 
maneuverability, utilizing the torque of the large 
engine to perform starboard snap rolls faster than 
any competitor/villain. The official tally of enemy 
planes destroyed by Camels in WW1 was 
1294...other sources show this number to approach 
3000! Developments included tapered wings, and 
even a pair of Lewis guns firing down thru floor 
openings (...not used in production). Final 
production totaled 5490 aircraft operated by forces 
in Belgium, Canada, Greece, America, and Russia. 
Most were powered by a Clerget rotary 130 HP 
engine, which gave a speed of 115 MPH and a 
19,000 ft ceiling. Armament was two forward-
firing synchronized machine guns and four 25-lb 
external bombs. Some of the above data was taken 
from the Complete Encyclopedia of World 
Aircraft.......Bill Keller 
 

 
 
Our February Mystery Ship, a Boeing 307 
"Stratoliner," made the national evening news the 
night of our March meeting.  A restored 307 took 
off from an airport in Seattle on a test flight after a 
complete restoration.  As it flew over a river right 
after takeoff, it developed engine problems and 
went down into the river.  No one on board during 
the flight was injured, and the plane is said to be 
recoverable with little damage.  No reasons for the 
engine problems have been noted. 
 

March Model of the Month 
 
Bill Buck brought in the only plane. 
 

 
 
Bill carried another gallon of fuel home with his 
Great Planes 1/4 scale Giles 202 ARF.  The 
multicolored plane is powered by an MDS 1.48 
engine and is controlled by a Hitech radio.  The 
plane weighs 9 1/2 pounds. 
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Club's Lending Library ...      by: Alexander 
Szemere  
Our membership will be able to borrow books and 
videotapes from the TCRC Library at this month's 
meeting. This will be a special opportunity for new 
members to take out some materials to get better 
acquainted with R/C aviation.  
 
There are some new editions to the library, 
specifically a few new issues of Model Sport Video 
Magazine. 

 
Local Fun Flies 
 
We have been invited to a fun fly on July 21st with 
the Jersey Coast Sport Fliers at their Dorbrook 
Park flying field.  The event we are competing in is 
"RC Baseball."   
 
I have also contacted Doug Schmidt, who is a 
member of the Central Jersey model club.  We 
have been invited to fly and participate in the inter-
club fun flies that are held the 3rd Sunday of each 
month (except Father's Day).  We would have to 
host (CD) 1 or 2 of the fun flies, as do all the other 
participating clubs.  Hosting involves running the 
events and supplying the dogs and sodas. 
 
The fun flies start at 11:00, although many of the 
fliers show up at 10:00 to get in some practice 
flights.  The events usually run to about 2 - 3 p.m.   
 
The fun fly schedule is April 21, May 19, June 23, 
July 21 (same day as the Dorbrook fun fly), August 
18, and September 15.  October 20 is a rain date 
make up. 
More at the meeting. 
 

Area Events 
 
A couple of modeling events are coming up soon.  
The first is the 6th Eagles All Electric fly-in CD'ed 
by Joe Beshar.  This is a "sell, swap, buy, and fly 
event."  The date is Saturday, May 18, with a rain 
date of May 19.  The event is held in Columbus, 
NJ, which is just west of Hope, NJ.   
 

The directions to the field are as follows:  Take 
Route 80 to Hope/Blairstown Exit 12.  Make a left 
at the end of the ramp.  Go south on Route 521 to 
Hope center.  At the traffic light make a right onto 
Hope Delaware Road (609).  Proceed past Church 
and Cemetery, 2 1/2 miles past Swazee Mill Road.  
Look for entry to field on left by telephone pole.  If 
you pass a pond on the left, you have passed the 
entry. 
 
13th Annual Jumbo Jamboree will be held at the 
Warren Kruse Field, Asipink State Park, 
Imlaystown, NJ.  This is sponsored by the Mercer 
County RC Club. 
 

New Product 
 
Our hobby is being inundated with new products, 
not only in the way of models, radios, and 
adhesives, but also with tools.  Some of the latest 
are the laser incidence meter, "Z" pliers with a 
"centering pin", powered hinge slot cutter, and a 
hand held power plane.   
 
Now we have another new tool by a company 
called Precision Hobby Tools, Inc.  They have 
announced a new series of tools for light duty 
tasks.  The device saws, sands, carves, and files, all 
with the push of a button and a twist of the wrist.  
It is called the "Electro-File," and it comes in 
several models and is available as corded or in 
cordless versions.  They also have standard and 
deluxe versions.  The deluxe version includes a 10-
piece file set, two cutting blades, one sanding 
paddle, and 20 sanding strips in two grits.  You 
can find the company on the web at  
www.precisionhobby.com.   The cordless deluxe 
version is shown below. 
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Air Compressor Recall 
 
Ingersol-Rand has announced the recall of series of 
compressors that were sold from 1983 through 
1991.  The problem is that internal corrosion to the 
inner wall of the air tank causes it to "unexpectedly 
rupture" posing a risk of injury to consumers. 
 
If you have a compressor made/sold with any of 
the following names please check the ingersol-rand 
web site at www.air.ingersol-rand.com for 
completed details: 
 
Ajax, Charge Air Pro, Energair, Guardian Power, 
MacTool, Power Force, Rallye, Rand 4000, and 
Steel Driver. 
 
I checked my Sears compressor and found 

DeViblis (now DeWalt) manufactured it. 
 

Modeling Icons Pass On. 
 
Two Icons of the model world have recently 
passed on.  Here are the notices as I received them.  
 
Tom Runge has passed on 
 
To those of you who knew Tom Runge, I tearfully 
inform you that an icon in model aviation has 
passed. Tom passed away today at app. 6:00 P.M. 
CDST. Tom was extremely ill with cancer, and 
regretfully it has taken him. Tom was an owner of 
ACE R/C in Higginsville, MO, where Tom passed 
at his home. I was informed by a close friend of the 
family. I will keep you posted as best as I can. 
Although I only knew Tom for a short time, less 
than a decade, I can honestly tell you that Tom 
loved the hobby, the business, and the people. For 
those of you that were in Toledo with me and 
signed the cards for Tom, I am happy to let you 
know that Tom did receive them before he passed 
and was grateful to all of you. 
 
Brian Nutt 
JCRC President www.jcrc.com 
VIA the AMA District II emailing. 
 
Carl R. Wheeley, publisher of Model Aviation 
1975-1990, died on March 15, 2002. He was 72. 
 
A resident of Lusby MD, Carl was instrumental in 

Tri-County Membership Renewal Form 
 
Name: ____________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________ 
 
                __________________________________________ 
 
Telephone number: __________________________________________ 
 
AMA number: __________________________________________  DOB: ____________________ 
 
Email address: __________________________________________ 
 
Regular member $25.00 _________           Full Time Student $12.50 ________ 
 
Edison Park permit - County Resident $10.00 ____   Non-Resident $20.00 ____  Total Amount _________ 
 
Please deliver to George Vetrecin, 341 North Main Street, Milltown, NJ 08850 
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starting Model Aviation in its current form, 
following the bankruptcy of American Aircraft 
Modeler (AAM). Previously, Model Aviation had 
been a section within the AAM publication. 
 
Launching a color, monthly magazine proved to be 
an enormous undertaking, but under Carl’s 
leadership, the fledgling publication built a stable 
of quality writers and found advertisers willing to 
invest in AMA’s largest and most significant 
publishing effort up until that time. 
 
Downloaded from the AMA web site. 
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