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Guest Speaker at the May Meeting 
 
Larry Katona, owner and operator 
of Precision Cut Kits, will be at our 
May meeting. 
 
Precision Cut Kits provides quality 
hand-cut and laser cut wood kits, 
from any designers' plans.  PCK is 
located in Ewing, NJ.  You can 
visit their web site at: 
www.precisioncutkits.com 
 
Larry's Biography. (from his web site) 

 
Born in 1945, Larry Katona grew 
up on a small farm less than one 
mile from a grass strip airport. The sight and 
sounds of Piper Cubs, Stearmans, Luscombs, 
Stinsons, Aircoupes and other great nostalgic 
airplanes were commonplace. Katona's love of 
modeling was fueled by the local club that met at 
the airport on the weekends. Tube sets, 
escapements and galloping ghosts were the order 
of the day. Although successful flights were rare in 
those days, the sight of those majestic models and 
the smell of castor oil would make an indelible 
impression.   
 

Katona began building C/L models in 1958 and 
continued until the early 80's when he began to 

build and fly R/C. A prolific 
builder, Katona has build 
countless models of every type 
and size, eventually developing a 
love for giant scale. Katona began 
cutting kits full time in 1991 and 
founded Precision Cut Kits a few 
years later.  
 

From the Leader of 
Your Pack! 
 
 
Put away your winter jackets. 

Take it on good authority that summer is almost 
here! 
 
It comes every year around now, and I am certain 
that any day now it will be warm or certainly 
warmer! I feel it is inevitable. 
 
Our field search goes on, little to report. Hoping 
some of YOU have something to report at the 
meeting? I’ll tell you what I know if you tell me 
what you know. 
 

Coming Events 
 
May 30 Club Meeting  
(EAST BRUNSWICK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY   8:00 PM) 
 
June 27 Club Meeting 
 
July 21 Fun Fly with 
Jersey Coast Sport Fliers at 
Doorbrook Park 
 
July 25 Club Meeting 
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I hope you make the meeting night; we have an 
interesting guest speaker this month.  
It's obvious from your comments last meeting that 
we seem to want more – so we will do what we 
can to drum up and maintain interest of the 
membership. If you have ideas, let your officers 
know. 
 
The club also came into some 
airplanes/radios/engines and a host of ‘stuff’ 
belonging to a former member that passed away. 
At this month’s meeting we should discuss what 
we will do with this as it was given to the club by 
the family. 
 
I probably have 5-6 airplanes in various stages of 
completion, being built, ready to fly, and ready to 
repair as well as ready to discard. 
 
I'd like to get it all out of my garage – so come to 
the meeting and help us to make a decision 
regarding all the contents of this estate. 
 
I stopped out at the Edison field recently. This is 
the first time I have been there in a couple of years. 
It was late on a Saturday, and a few active people 
were out flying.  
 
While I was there a guy with a 40 size aircraft and 
another with a Giant Stinger were flying. The field 
seems to accommodate 40 size well; however the 
Giant was certainly using up the whole place! It 
appears to be a reasonably decent field, and given 
that some of us may not have another place, this 
location will work till something better comes 
along. 
 
Anyone interested in an informal picnic at the 
Edison facility? 
 
Personally I have been out flying these past few 
weekends. The weather, in between the high 
winds, has provided a few pretty good flying days 
on the weekend. 
 
I made the maiden flight on my ZN Line Madness 
that I brought to the meeting about two months 
ago. This one is powered with YS53 4 cycle that 

has more than enough power to send this one 
straight up. If I were into straight up I am sure it 
would be interesting, but I just like steady, and 
smooth and steady and smooth it is! Last Sunday I 
experienced an engine seizure after about 4 or 5 
flights that put the engine back in the box and off 
to Nevada to find out what went wrong. 
 
I also, made the maiden flight of my new 
Graupner-Terry; this is an all foam job that uses 
speed 400. This airplane goes together in an 
afternoon, fits in the car, and is always ready to fly. 
I am a little disappointed in the performance. This 
is the third or fourth electric I have tried in the last 
year. I am getting to the point where I wonder if 
any of the articles or claims I see in the magazines 
or Hobby Lobby are real, or am I doing something 
wrong? 
 
I've been busy in my shop and have a few other 
projects coming together. Oh yes, that Top Flight 
Cessna 172 is still there, and I am still trying to get 
it moving forward… Where there is a will there is 
a way – I have the will and am just trying to find a 
way! 
 
Coming soon will be a new Top Flight ARF 
Spitfire, Pilot Spinks ACRO and a fuse recover of 
my YS91 powered Dragon Lady. I'm determined 
to get some of this stuff out of the basement and 
into the air this year. 
 

A Dues Reminder. 
 
The annual dues for membership to Tri County are 
due now.  The dues are $25 for regular members 
and $12.50 for full time students.  Please see the 
treasurer, George Vetrecin, at the meeting, or mail 
him a check along with the coupon that was 
printed in last month's newsletter.  George's 
address is: 
George Vetrecin 
341 North Main Street 
Milltown, NJ 08850 
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George also has the Edison Flying Field permits.  
They are $10.00 for Middlesex County residents 
and $20.00 for non-residents  
 

Email addresses 
 
If your address has changed, please let us know. 

April Winners 
 
Irwin Kershner won the gallon of fuel.   
 
The "50-50" was split three ways, with Bob 
Mackey, Charlie Skowronski, and Bill Buck each 
taking home a share. 
 

This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month is a well-known 
aircraft, if you happened to be in England at the 
early part of WWII. The concept of this aircraft 
promoted the idea of using a fighter with its own 
manned gun turret, affording a much greater field 
of fire, using four machine guns with a deadly 
surprise for the bad guys....Whatzit?? 
 

April's Mystery Ship  by Bill Keller 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was the Douglas B-
23 Dragon. Donald Douglas' 1934 original design 
(B-18) for a medium bomber was built to the same 
government specs as Boeing's B-17, but clearly 
was not in the same league; only 350 were built 
compared to 13,000 B-17's. In an effort to improve 
the design, Douglas improved the plane and it 
became the 1938 Douglas B-23 Dragon. All major 
components were improved, including faired 
engine nacelles, retractable tailwheel, the first 
design to have a tail gun position, and 60% more 
power using Wright Cyclone R-2600-3 (14 cyl) 

radials @ 1600 HP each. The first flight was July 
27, 1939. However, performance was still 
disappointing. As a result, the Dragons saw limited 
service in patrol capacity on the USA Pacific 
coastline; 15 became UC-67 transports doing 
glider towing, and engine and weapons testbeds. 
Cruise speed was 210 MPH, with a 31,600 ft 
ceiling and a range of 1400 miles. Some survived 
the war, and Pan Am used them for another 30 
years, carrying a crew of two and 12 passengers ( 
Not the same people!!)....Some of the above date 
taken from the Complete Encyclopedia of World 
Aircraft............Bill Keller 
 

April's Model of the Month 
 
Charlie Skowronski showed his Top Flight 
Contender which is covered in yellow and blue 
MonoKote.  An Enya 50CS powers the Contender.  
The model is controlled with a Tower Radio. 
 
Winner of the gallon of fuel was John English with 
his Great Planes Fokker DR1 Triplane ARF.  It has 
an OS .70 Surpass engine, is lightweight and is 
controlled by aJR radio.  It has machine guns and 
pilot. 
 

Eagles All Electric Fly In 
 
We went to the rain delayed fly-in that was held at 
Hope, NJ on Sunday, May 19th.  We actually went 
Saturday, the scheduled date, and found out they 
canceled because it rained till after twelve noon. 
(That was okay - we stopped at Rockaway Mall on 
the way back! - the proof reader) 
 
The field is on top of a hill and is actually 
someone's private airport.  The actual field was 
grass, but there was a nice area of fine gravel 
pavement that most models used for a runway.  
The temperature was in the low 60's, the sun was 
shining, and there was a fairly stiff breeze.  
Turnout for the event was down from what was 
expected, although there seemed to be about 30 
pilots and about double that in models.  This was 
an open fly-in with an Elexaco event.  This is an 
electric version of the old 1/2 A Texaco event.   
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There were all kinds of planes there.  The largest 
was a Great Planes Tiger Moth ARF wit h a 71 
inch wingspan. (Next page)  This plane would 
typically be powered with a 60 to 90 sized glow 
motor.  The owner put in an Aveox brushless 
motor and gearbox.  Power was supplied by 
twenty four, 2400 Mah cells.   
 

 
 
The flight was a little scary because the model was 
a little tail heavy.  However, there was enough 
power to pull the plane off the runway in a few feet 
and climb at a 30 degree angle. 
 

 
 
On the other end of the spectrum was another bipe 
with a wingspan of only 6 inches. 
 
This model used Bird actuators and was flown 
once that I saw.  It flew for about a minute in the 
gusty winds we had that day. 
Between those extremes there was a nice variety of 
models. 

 
This is a 40 sized Kyosho Tiger Moth ARF with a 
small Aveox brushless motor and gearbox.  I didn't 
get the cell count!  This 44 inch span model leapt 
off the ground and climbed at a 45 degree angle to 
an altitude of over 200 feet in no time at all.  It 
flew for about 10 minutes, flying quite well in the 
gusty wind.  During that flight the plane performed 
four touch and goes and some decent aerobatic 
maneuvers. 
 

 
 
There were two Cubs at the event.  Both looked to 
be Great Planes 40 sized ARFs.  I did not see this 
one fly.  However, the owner had a few other 
planes that he flew quite often. 
 

 
This Cub flew as if there wasn't any wind that day.   
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This little Plow Poke flew with rudder, elevator, 
and motor control.  It handled the wind very nicely 
and I was impressed at how well it rolled without 
ailerons. 
 

 
Here is a Scientific Models Kit Mercury.  It uses a 
Hacker B20 brushless with gear box.  On the nose 
is a dummy Brown Junior.  
 

 
 

The Zero and Corsair are all foam free-flight ARF 
kits converted to electric.  For a size reference, the 
little bipe has a 6" wingspan. 
 

 
 
Another well done old timer. 
 

 
Well, look at who I found.  This picture was taken 
just before Austin landed by doing a spiral, loop, 
and a three-point, inverted landing (two wingtips 
and a rudder, without damage).  Alex coached 
Austin all the way. 
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Here is a Sig LT40 ARF converted to electric.  
Note the fuel bottle used as a cowling to streamline 
the nose. 
 

 
This little Fokker DVII flew nicely. 
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