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From the Leader of Your Pack! 
 
I hope you are all making the 
most of this flying season. Yes, it 
is very hot and you have to be 
careful not to get affected by the 
heat, but if you get out early, 
bring plenty of liquid refreshment, 
and find some shade, you can 
have a good time. 
 
On the field front, this month I 
went out with Irwin on a 
Saturday morning and placed 
about 50 flyers on people’s 
mailboxes in areas where there 
appears to be open land. I had a 
response from one interested 
party; however, the land that was 
offered is too small. I think that if we could muster 
a force to do this more consistently, we might be 
able to flush something out. All we need is ONE. If 
you are willing to do this on a Saturday or Sunday 
morning, let me know. 
 
Good news to report about that YS bargain engine 
I bought – the latest try at using it has been 
successful, and I am using it to power my Stinger 
120. It is the older model YS 120, but when tuned, 

it is putting out plenty of power and running rather 
smoothly. It seems like my persistence has paid off. 

 
On the local hobby shop front, the 
Ocean Country R/C outfit down in 
Beachwood is gone – I drove past 
the site last weekend and both the 
aircraft and train store are no more. 
 
This month I placed the 
advertisement for the Auction in 
AMA magazine, and it should show 
up for 2 months in the magazines 
delivered during October and 
November. We should discuss 
some of the details of the auction at 
the meeting this month, and we 
also need volunteers to make this a 
success. Remember that we are at a 

new location and we are changing the format as 
well to include a flea market in front of the auction. 
 
We have sent a thank you letter to the Hanz family 
for the donation of Teddy’s stash and at the same 
time have donated $200 in Teddy’s name to AMA 
which includes the AMA placing a brick in the 
AMA walkway in memory of Teddy.  I think it was 
very nice of the family to donate the equipment. 
Teddy can continue the enjoyment of our 
hobby/sport through all of us. I think this is so 

Coming Events 
 
August 29 Club Meeting  
(EAST BRUNSWICK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY   8:00 PM) 
 
September 7,8  IMAC Fall 
Festival 
 
September 7,8  Rhinebeck 
 
September 13-15  NEAT Fair 
 
September 26  Club Meeting 
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much more in the spirit of the hobby than a cash 
sale of the remains. 
 
Coming up soon we need a new slate of officers – 
will be looking for a nominating committee at the 
next meeting. 
 
We also really need to audit the books, and we are 
looking for someone to come forward and get this 
done. Officers can’t do it, but maybe we can help 
you if you don’t have a clue- can we get a 
volunteer? 
 
Hope to see you all at the meeting this month. 
 

New Member 
 
Please welcome a new/old member to our club.  
Pete Treantafellou was voted in during out July 
meeting.  Pete, who lives in Somerset, is a past 
member of the club. 
 

R/C Baseball Fun Fly  
 
On July 21st, six Tri County members met on the 
field of play in Dorbrook Park to meet six of the 
Jersey Coast Sport Fliers' best competitors for a 
spot landing contest A.K.A. R/C Baseball.  Three 
hours, three planes, many hot dogs, burgers, and 
drinks later, The Jersey Coast Boys won the prize 
trophy.  Along the way we all had a lot of fun, 
even with the crashes.  The final score?  15 to 6. 
 

 
 

Here is Stan Berger (with hand up) holding the 
preflight pilots meeting. 

 
 
Part of the lineup of planes for the R/C Baseball 
contest 

 
The rest of the lineup. 
 

 
 
A "base hit" by a Jersey Coast flier. 
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The trophy won by Jersey Coast. 
 

On the Mend 
 
Milt fell and broke his left wrist. He is fine... his 
left forearm/wrist is in a cast. Do not know much 
of the details, just spoke to him briefly.  It 
happened this past Tuesday.   
 
Alex 
 

July Winners 
 
Alex Szemere won the gallon of fuel.   
 
The "50-50" was split our normal three ways, with 
Jack Mieszkowski, Chris Leeds, and Milt 
Silverstein each getting a share of the pot. 
 

Library  
 
Our club library is open and has been quite busy.  
There are even some new videos that are available. 
 
The librarian (Alex) is requesting that any 
borrowed items be returned in a timely manner so 
others may enjoy them. 
 
 

 

This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship for this month should be easily 
identified. It's unusual, fast, rugged, and a 
"termite's delight." That should be all the clues you 
need!......Whatzit? 
 

July's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was the Douglas A-
20, known primarily as both "Havoc" and 
"Boston." The A-20 was one of the most 
extensively built light bombers of WWII. The basic 
design started as early as 1936, and as you can see, 
it was excellent, providing great service in a variety 
of roles throughout the war.  Bomber versions 
carried the bombardier in the Plexiglas nose; attack 
variants had an aluminum nose housing both 
cannon and machine guns.  In 1939 the French 
ordered 100. This showed the need for 
modifications to a mid-wing version, as well as 
fuselage changes, deeper and narrower, for 
increased bomb and fuel loads. Another variant 
was a night fighter, equipped with radar, 8 nose-
mounted machine guns, and flame-dampening 
exhaust. Russia even had their A-20's mounted 
with  2 dorsal turret machine guns. US forces in 
New Guinea equipped theirs with 40 para-frag 
(parachute-fragmentation) bombs. Final engines 
were 1700 HP R-2600-29 Wright-Cyclone units 
giving a cruise of 230 MPH and a 25,000 ft ceiling. 
Take-off max weight was 27,200 lb.  Some of the 
above data taken from the Complete Encyclopedia 
of Woprld Aircraft......Bill Keller 
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Model of the Month 
 
There were two planes at our July meeting. 
 
First up was Steve Barr with his "40 sized" Great 
Planes Extra 330.  Steve installed a Saito 72 4 
cycle engine into the plane and covered the plane 
with MonoKote iron-on film.  Steve used 
LusterKote paint to trim out the Extra 330. 
 

 
 
Bill Buck was next up with the winner of the 
M.O.M. for July.  Bill built a Balsa USA 1/4 scale 
Eindecker to use at the Jersey Coast Sport Fliers 
Rheinbeck WWI fun fly.  Bill installed a Saito 120 
4 cycle engine and a bomb drop.  Bill covered the 
plane with Coverite iron-on fabric and painted it 
with Benjamin Moore house paint. 
 

 
 
 
 

Transatlantic Crossing 
 
Maynard Hill is attempting to set a new world 
record for model airplanes.  Maynard is going to 
attempt to fly a R/C plane across the Atlantic 
Ocean.  He just may do it.  Maynard is the current 
altitude record holder for model airplanes at 26, 
919 ft. on September 6, 1970.  He set the closed 
course distance record of 776 miles in July of 
1995.  Maynard also set a duration record of 33 
hours, 39 minutes, and 15 seconds on October 12, 
1992. 
 
Here is part of an email I received on the flight and 
some other information to follow the progress of 
the team. 
 
From: John Hawkins To: Red Scholefield  
Sent: Saturday, August 03, 2002 8:19 AM 
Subject: Trans-Atlantic Flight of an FAI legal 
model 
 
Hi Folks,  
Some of you may ask, "What's FAI legal?"  In this 
case, it's a model limited to 5Kg, a wingspan & 
length not exceeding 2M, and an engine 
displacement of 10cc.  Imagine using those criteria 
to design a model to cross the Atlantic Ocean! 
WOW!  
 
Maynard Hill and his team from STAR (Society of 
Technical Aeromodel Research) have done just 
that. The model is not unlike most of the models 
we fly. It is built of balsa with Monokote covering 
and is powered by an OS .65 4S. It weighs 
approximately 5 1/2 lbs. dry, and it holds 5 1/2 lbs. 
of fuel (that's a little less than 1 gallon). The fuel is 
Coleman fuel, white gas - yes - the same stuff you 
can by at Wal-Mart or Canadian Tire.  The flight 
will take between 30-35 hours, depending on tail 
winds, and the plane will fly at an altitude of 500 ft 
with an airspeed of 65 KPH. The model will be 
hand launched and initially controlled with an R/C 
transmitter. Once everything is checked and OK, 
the control is switched to GPS guidance for the 
trip across the Atlantic. Progress of the flight will 
be monitored with an on board tracking 
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transmitter. The transmitter is similar to those used 
to track the migration routes of birds, and the 
telemetry data will be transmitted via satellite back 
to the team in St.John's, NF every 20 minutes.  
 
The launch will take place in St. John's, 
Newfoundland on the evening of Aug. 7th, 
weather pending. When the aircraft reaches 
Ireland, it will circle a field in Spanish Point, where 
it will be landed, using an R/C transmitter.  
This project has taken many years to design, 
organize, and develop. It is a private venture, 
depending on donations of modelers and others 
interested in supporting the record attempt. This 
flight retraces the route of Alcock and Brown's 
first trans-Atlantic flight.  
I will be meeting with Maynard and some of his 
team on Saturday. If you have any questions about 
the project or would like to send "Good Luck" 
messages to Maynard and the team, please reply to 
this email.  
Respectfully,  
Carl Layden  
MAAC, ACC, FAI - Canadian Observer MAAC -
VP 
 
As of Wednesday August 21, 2002, the team had 
launched and lost three of their four models. 
 
You can follow the progress of this attempt by 
logging onto http://tam.plannet21.com/index.html 
 

Another Hobby Shop  by Alex  
 
Planet Pets & Hobby World is a new hobby shop 
located at 3391 Route 27, Franklin Park, NJ.  The 
phone number is 732-951-8500.  Their web 
address (still under construction) is www.planet-
pet.com .  The store is located in the Franklin 
Towne Center next to the Stop & Shop at the 
junction of Route 27 and South Middlebush Road. 
 
Howard Satnick, former long time partner at the 
Pets, Pets, Pets, Hobby and Games, owns it in 
South Brunswick.  
 

Howard provided me with the flyers distributed at 
our July meeting.  
 
Although at this time, the store's inventory does 
not satisfy R/C Aircraft enthusiasts, he has pledged 
to meet Tower Hobbies prices and provide speedy 
service, which I can attest to and personally 
experienced. He will match with supply and 
developing demand.  
 

Do You Need a Super Scale Pilot? 
 
Go to the Blue Box Toys web site at 
http://www.blueboxtoys.com/bbi/F_bbi.html if you 
are in the market for a 1/6 scale pilot figure. 
 
Under the Elite Force logo you will find pilots and 
other military figures all in 1/6 scale and even a 1/6 
scale f15 cockpit for your pilot to sit in.  Most 
pilot figures go for $40.  $140 will get you the 
cockpit. 
 

      
Raf ww2                        F15 pilot 
 

 
 
f15 cockpit 
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"Local" Events 
 
September 7th and 8th.  Rhinebeck Jamboree Fly In 
at the Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome, Rhinebeck, NY.  
This is a long time event that features scale models 
of aircraft built and flown before Dec. 31, 1939.  
Basically, classic, antique, and WWI only.  For 
more informaion on the Aerodrome go to 
www.oldrhinebeck.org  
 
September 7th and 8th IMAC Fall Festival 
Sponsored by the R.A.M.A.C. club and held at 
their Pocono Hialeah Air Field.  This is a scale 
aerobatics contest.  For directions visit 
www.ramac.org/pocono.htm   
 
September 13-15.  NEAT Fair 2002  This all 
electric event is being held at the Peaceful Valley 
Campsite in Downsville, NY.  For more 
information and directions go the 
www.neatfair.org/2002 
 
September 21-22.  Warbirds over NJ  This is 
Mercer County R/C Society's annual event for 
warbirds in authentic military markings.  Located 
in the Assunpink Wildlife Management Area just 
north of Imlaystown. 
 

Radio Range Testing 
 
When was the last time you preflighted a model 
plane?  Was it at the field just before the first flight 
of the day?  Maybe it was at the beginning of the 
month, or the flying season, or the beginning of the 
year, or before the first flight, or more than likely 
never! 
 
How do you preflight a model?  Do you check the 
hinges, engine and motor mount?  Cycle the 
batteries?  Wiggle the sticks just before the throttle 
goes full bore for takeoff? 
 
Well there are a lot of ways to do a preflight, like 
at least one for every pilot with an opinion.  Even 
the editors and columnists of our magazines 
occasionally come up with all kinds of things to 

check.  However, when was the last time you 
heard anybody talk about range checking the radio 
installation?  Not recently, and basically the 
authors have just mentioned to "check the range."  
My latest radio system's manual devotes almost 
fifty pages to programming, but gives one sentence 
to range checking (Have an observer verify that the 
system works with the transmitter about 30 paces 
away with the transmitter antenna collapsed.)  
Years ago radio manufactures would devote at 
least a page to range testing the system, and some 
went as far as suggesting possible causes, effects, 
and solutions.  
 
So why all of the verbiage?  It seems that Alex 
came across an article in a "newsletter" (I would 
call it a magazine) that explained how to test the 
range of a PCM radio.  I know, I know, none of us 
have PCM radios.  However, most of what is 
talked about in the article pertains to all radios.  
The author just uses the "failsafe" mode to help the 
pilot recognize when the receiver no longer "hears" 
a good signal. 
 
There are seven simple steps to performing a range 
test.  The article mentions that your restraining 
system can affect the test as can the motor and 
control linkages.  The author even lists variables 
that can affect the testing and breaks them down to 
type, their significance, and the reason(s) why. 
 
The three-page article was written by Eric Meyers 
for Horizon Hobbies and was published with 
permission.  To read the full article, go to the 
International Miniature Aerobatic Club web site, 
specifically www.mini-
iac.com/Newsletters/2002/July/July-3.pdf  You 
will need to have acrobat reader (I suggest version 
5.0) to view the newsletter.  I would also suggest 
using Internet Explorer version 5.0.  I had some 
problems when I tried to use Netscape version 4.7 
and 6.0. 
 

Tri County's Web Site 
 
Jack would like everyone to know that he updated 
the site differently and cleaned up some of the 
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clutter on the homepage.  He will be trying to clean 
up the rest of the site in the future.   
 
Jack said that all of the features work in both 
Netscape and Internet Explorer; however, they 
work better in Internet Explorer.  Unfortunately, 
the pop-up ads that appear will have to be lived 
with, as that is a "feature" of Yahoo. Jack also said 
he is working to correct the few Netscape issues 
that we have. 
 
 

Past Member Helps Old Rhinebeck 
Aerodrome Reproduction 
 
Aerodrome Receives Donation of Instruments 
from Smithsonian for Spirit 
 
Peter Jakab, Early Flight Curator at the National 
Air and Space Museum in Washington, D.C., 
presented Ken Cassens with three original vintage 
instruments donated by the Smithsonian for the 
Aerodrome’s Spirit reproduction. They included a 
fuel pressure gauge, an oil pressure gauge and a 
tachometer, all of which were identical to those 
used in the original Spirit. Peter also took time out 
of his day to give Ken's group a tour of the Paul 
Garber Restoration and Preservation Facility in 
Maryland, which is a truly amazing place to visit. 
 

 
Peter Jakab presents Ken Cassens with on of the 
three original vintage instruments 
 
Peter was a member of our club during the 70's 
and 80's.  During that time he built and flew many 
scale models including a 1/4 scale model of the 

spirit of St. Louis.  Peter's Spirit was built from 
plans that he drew from documentation that he 
received from the Smithsonian Museum.  Pete 
campaigned the model for a few years at the 
Rhinebeck Jamboree. 
 
If you would like to follow the progress of the 
Rhinebeck Spirit go to www.oldrhinebeck.org  
 
 
 
 

Hints and Tips 
 
The following hints and tips are from the AMA 
Newsletter. 
 
Stud Threads 
 
You know those threaded metal studs you get with 
your Ny-Rods? If you use a small electrical wire 
nut screwed onto one end of the stud, you’ll find it 
a lot easier to screw the other end into the inner 
pushrod of the Ny-Rod. Saves the stud threads, 
too. 
 
from The Tail Spinner 
Longmont Aircraft Modelers Association 
Dave Long, editor 
Longmont CO 
 
Airplane Cleaning Solution 
 
For those of you who like to keep a clean bird, try 
a few drops of this in your spray cleaner bottle. It’s 
called Kodak Photo Flo (put out by Kodak). It’s a 
super wetting agent and works like magic, even a 
little in the bucket when washing the car. It comes 
in a 4-ounce size bottle. Buy it at any photo supply 
shop. 
 
Applying Trim Schemes  
 
When applying MonoKote® trim, first remove the 
backing and spray the sticky side with Windex. 
This allows the trim to be easily positioned on the 
aircraft before it permanently adheres to the 



 

The Fly Paper Volume 24 Number 8 Page 8 of 10  August 2002 

surface. Be sure to remove the trapped air bubbles 
by rubbing them from the center to the outer edge 
using a paper towel. 
 
from the newsletter of the Duluth/Superior RC 
Club 
Ed Johnson, editor 
Superior WI  
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