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If at First…  
 
Mother Nature abruptly 
canceled our December 
meeting.  If memory serves me 
correctly (and it hasn't of late), 
this was the first time we had 
to cancel a meeting for 
weather.  Even if the members 
were willing to go to the 
meeting, the library wisely 
closed for the afternoon and 
evening. 
 
So, weather permitting, we will begin where we 
left off last December. 
 

Election of Officers, Second Attempt 
 
There has been one change in the line-up that Milt 
Silverstein (732-390-5496) had listed in the 
December newsletter.  All positions are for one 
year.   
President - Norm Berger 
Vice President - Harris Kohen and John Donnelly  
Secretary - Your name here? 
Treasurer - George Vetrecin 
Trustee - Alex Szemere 
 

Just a reminder that you must be 18 years old or 
older and a member in good standing.  

Nominations may be made 
up until the start of the 
voting process. A write-in 
line is also available.One 
point - The trustee 
position requires a past 
officer. 
 
There will be ballots (and 
pencils) at the meeting to 
make it easier to vote.  
 

Audit Committee Needed 
 
We still need a volunteer or two to audit our club's 
books.  If you wish to do this, please contact one 
of the officers. 
 

From the Leader of Your Pack! 
 
Another year gone by and we now get ready for 
the new year. This club, formed I believe, in 1968' 
is now in the 35th year of operation! We still have 
at least one founding member (Bob Mackey) who 
is still very active in the hobby. Others, like me, are 
Johnnie come lately types who joined later. (Gee 
Bob, you must be really old!) 

Coming Events 
January 30 Club Meeting; Election of 

officers 
(EAST BRUNSWICK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY    
8:00 PM) 

February 1 Chinese New Year 
February 21, 
22, 23 

W.R.A.M. Show  

February 27 Club Meeting 
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So the conclusion has to be that there has had to 
be and is something that holds this together – and 
frankly it is all of us who like the hobby.  Given 
these past two years, it would appear that we like 
the camaraderie as well. Well good for us then, I 
guess! 
 
We enter this year with no field of our own. I wish 
I could tell you this will end very soon, but at this 
point I am sad to say that I don’t have very much 
to report on that account.  
 
Your officers will meet before our January meeting 
to map out a budget and program for 2003. Please 
plan to attend this meeting so that your voice can 
be heard relative to this year’s activities. We are a 
club of members with equal power to make it a 
rewarding experience – so get involved and make 
it better! 
 
We ended last year with a snow storm and no year 
end meeting; thus there were no elections. Hold 
yourselves back now because there is still a chance 
for you to be an officer in ’03 as we will have 
official elections at the January meeting. 
 
The slate needs a club secretary.  Right now we 
have no candidate, and one is sorely needed. This 
job merely requires you to take some notes and 
read them back at the next meeting. Personally, I 
did this several times, and it is no big deal.  It 
maybe takes you about a half-hour a month to 
prepare the minutes, and that is about it. So, will 
someone step up? 
 
For those that did not make the club dinner, we 
had a very good time. This year we went to Sir 
John’s in North Brunswick, and the food was 
fabulous.  We experimented with Jingle Bells for 
Men and Women, and some serious questions were 
asked. If you want to find out about it, join us this 
year. Everyone walked away with a full stomach 
and a prize.  Check out the photos at the end of the 
newsletter. 
 
This year is what we make of it, and there are 
many opportunities to provide group activities; i.e. 

fun fly activity, inter club activity, a picnic, a field 
trip, etc. It starts with you! 
We also need some help with the traditional 
auction.  Last year people came out and helped, we 
made a few bucks, and we contributed to the 
hobby at the same time. If we are going to do it 
again, it would be helpful to have someone 
involved with me in the organization of this event, 
please. 
 
No need to say that I have not been flying, with the 
weather we had these last few weeks.  My shop 
has been more active in the train area than aircraft; 
however, I am busy getting stuff ready for the 
upcoming season. 
 
Soon I start the battery cycling business, and 
maybe it is time you do too. 
 
Hope to see you again this year. 
Norm 

 

For Sale 
 

FOR SALE - $600 the lot 
 
Midwest AEROSTAR – Has flown on several 
occasions -Engine – OS Max .40. Includes the 
wing (not shown.) 
 

Don't forget the W.R.A.M. Show, scheduled for 
Friday, February 21st through Sunday, February 
23rd.  The hours are 10 5 on  Friday, 10 to 6  on 
Saturday, and 10 to 4 on Sunday.  There is a 
$10.00 admission fee.  I normally try to arrive 
around 1:00.  At that time the morning crowd is 
leaving, and there is a lot of parking available 
close-by.  For more information visit their web site 
at www.wram.org  
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Goldberg PIPER CUB – Has flown 
Engine – Royal .40.  Includes the wing (not 
shown.) 

 
Dynaflite CORSAIR – Has flown 
Engine – Royal .40 (Not sure – can’t get at it right 
now) 

 
Global SKYRAIDER – Kit form 
Engine – will need a .60 engine 
Futuba Radio’s – All three radios in their own 
“suitcase”. 
FP-T4NL-72 for the Aerostar 
FP-T4NL-72 for the Piper 
FP-T4NBL-72 for the Corsair 
Electric starter 
Field box with accessories 

If interested, call Jim Fitzgerald at 732-238-2639 
or email him at fitzcorr@comcast.net 
 
FOR SALE... NIB - ARF 40 SIZE CAP 232 
Any questions, call Alex @ 732-821-5641 or e-
mail: TCRCY2K@aol.com - for details. Price: 
$175.00 
 
You may want to check it out at Horizon Hobby's 
website: Click here: 
http://horizon.hobbyshopnow.com/products/descri
ption.asp?prod=HAN2300. CAP 232 
 
 

 
 
 
FOR SALE....  NEW (was bench started once for 
testing) ZENOAH G38 WITH BENNETT PITTS 
STYLE MUFFLER AND ZINGER 20/8 
PROPELLER.  Price: $375.00 
For more information or questions, call Alex at 
732-821-5641. 
 

 
 

A Day in the Life of a Retired B-17 
Pilot By John Schwolow 

 
My morning was pretty normal.  After lunch the 
wind died down a lot and the temp was around 60.  
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Then I pondered and pondered whether I would go 
to the flying field after such a long lay off since 
Dec.  I loaded my equipment and left.  After a few 
miles I turned around to come home and get my 
park permit. I had changed to a lighter jacket and 
the permit was in the other one.  The decision to 
do that was not to have more things to worry 
about and try to stay calm and not shaky. 
 
When I got to the field the parking lot was filled, 
and I had to park on the grass.  There were a lot of 
pilots and planes.  I was surprised to find an 
instructor from my club amongst all the strangers 
from other clubs.  There were several helicopters 
there.  There were not too many planes in the air.  
Only four at a time are allowed.  Charley thought 
the activity was slowing down, and there was even 
less wind.  I helped him get his plane ready.  He is 
younger than I am, but he walks slower and says 
stairs are a big problem.  He is the only one who 
uses a little portable chair to sit on while he flies.  
His plane has at least a 6' wingspan and a 90 size 
engine, which is twice as big as mine. 
 
He is some flyer.  He flies fast and high and 
everything in between.  He's slow on the ground 
but not in the air.  He said last week his plane 
nosed over on the landing because of the mud and 
it was messy to clean up.  The same thing 
happened today, but maybe not quite as bad.  The 
nose wheel dug in, and the plane flopped over.  He 
volunteered to help me fly, as I had hinted that 
when I got there. 
 
I guess it was about 3:30, and we took my plane 
out.  It didn't start for a long time.  Then he had me 
mess with the needle valve several times.  He 
taxied from the pit area to the flight line.  I stood at 
my position for few minutes as there were several 
other planes landing.  My plane idled steadily.  I 
taxied to the left, turned to the right, and took off.  
Fortunately everything went well.  I was able to 
trim the elevator myself and keep the plane from 
climbing with hands off.  I kept flying back and 
forth.  Then I flew some big figure eights.  Next I 
did a couple of big loops.  Charley said they were 
good.  I was pretty high and to the right, and I got 
in trouble.  The plane wasn't going where I 

expected it to go.  About the time I guessed it was 
upside down, Charlie confirmed it.  I turned 
around without losing any altitude and then rolled 
it right side up.  Then, or at some point, I handed 
the transmitter to Charley to fly for a few minutes.  
He went straight up and the plane seemed to hang 
there and then turned and came down.  He said it 
was a stall turn and did a couple more.  He flew 
upside down, and I forget what else he did, and 
then I took over again.  I did 3 or 4 rolls.  
Then the next maneuver I tried I did wrong several 
times.  I was doing Cuban eight's instead of what I 
intended.  They are horizontal eight's instead of 
vertical ones.  Actually, they looked good to any 
one watching. 
 
I made a circuit around the field, and Charley 
coached me a little.  The approach was OK, but I 
thought I was a little too high when the plane 
passed in front of me, so I went up and around 
again.  The landing was perfect.  I taxied right back 
to where we were, and I cut the engine.  There was 
only about 3/16" of fuel left in the tank. 
 
The plane was pretty clean.  There was some grass 
stains on the leading edge of the wing and the 
propeller tips.  The wheels were very muddy.  I 
arrived home for supper as the streetlights were 
coming on.  The plane was in one piece, and I was 
very happy. 
 
Tomorrow I have to clean the mud off my shoes 
and clean the tires better. 
 
JOHN 
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I fly, therefore I am! 
 

This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Let's start off 2003 with one that will exercise your 
memory bank.  Obviously, the roundels on the 
fuselage mean that it's British.  It's a single-seat 
biplane fighter, and the name would again be used 
on 1965 Chrysler Corp. cars. Whatzit??? 
 

December's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was an easy one-- the 
popular JN-4 "Jenny." It was one of the most 
significant planes of its time, training almost all of 
our WW1 pilots, then continuing even up to the 
late 20's and beyond, as a rugged, maneuverable 
(and available and cheap) barnstormer. Most of 
these planes were the model JN-4, but were 
preceded by the JN-2 and -3 which had unequal 
span wings with ailerons on the upper wing only, 
and used a wheel-type aileron control set-up.  
Power was the 100hp Curtiss OXX engine. The 
Model -4A added larger tail feathers and just like 

us, additional down thrust. Curtiss formed an 
alliance with Canadian Aeroplanes, Ltd, who 
produced over 1200 units, known as (naturally) the 
"Canuck." Many variants of both USA and 
Canadian-built aircraft were produced: advanced 
(!) trainers, dual control and gunnery among 
others, The last Jennys were withdrawn from 
military service in 1927. From there they went into 
the civilian life of joyrides, pleasure flights, wing-
walking, and trapeze stunts, to name just a few 
(even crashing into sheds...one last flight). The 
Jennys can be likened to the Model T, as they 
really exposed "us" to the wonderful world of 
flying...If you can ever catch "The Great Waldo 
Pepper" on late-nite TV, don't miss it!...Some of 
the above data taken from the Complete 
Encyclopedia of World Aircraft.......Bill Keller 
 

A Pleasant Surprise by Chris Leeds 

 
    I know I have not been very active in the club 
this year, as my priorities have changed from 
airplanes to Cub Scouts, but I found something a 
few weeks ago that I just had to pass along. My 
dad suggested going to the air museum in Nassau 
County. I figured I would see a few pieces of wing 
ribs and a bucket of bolts. I was very surprised at 
what he showed my kids and me. 
    It is about 1½ to 2 hours from here 
(Manalapan), out in Hempstead, Long Island, NY, 
traveling out on the Belt Parkway, onto the 
Southern State Parkway, then north on the 
Meadowbrook Parkway to Hempstead Turnpike. 
Travel about ½ mile west and pass the Nassau 
Coliseum, make a right, and you will be on what 
was the old Mitchel Field complex, and you will 
also be about 1 mile from where Lindburg left for 
Europe. There is a new “Cradle of Aviation 
Museum” and I-MAX complex located in the old 
hangars of the airfield. 
    The I-Max shows offered the day I was there 
were “The International Space Station” and “The 
Blue Angles”. These shows are worth the trip 
alone, BUT there’s more (the shows change from 
time to time, so call and see what’s offered). Inside 
the hangars are restored WWI and WWII 
airplanes, jets, moon mission artifacts, and all kinds 
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of thing that many of you will just love. The 
museum is still in progress and is only about 1/3 
completed, but it is open to the public. I believe it 
will be as good, as if not better than, the 
Smithsonian in DC. The I-Max shows are the 
closest thing to actually being in space or flying a 
Blue Angle jet without ever leaving the ground. In 
the museum hangars they had restored a Wildcat, 
Hellcat, Avenger, DC3 front end (cockpit back to 
where the wings attach) Travel Air, Jenny, 
Grumman G21, and the list goes on and on. They 
have display areas called Hempstead plains, The 
Great War, Golden Age, WWII, The Jet Age, 
Contemporary aviation, and a space section. They 
even have a few RC planes on display as well! 
    If anyone is interested in a visit, they offer senior 
discounts, children (under 12) discounts, and offer 
a trip planning hot line number (516) 572-4062. 
Another helpful number for general info. is (516) 
572-4111. They also have a web site at:  
www.cradleofaviation.org.  It was actually a very 
nice surprise to find that this place was more that 
just a bucket of bolts and a wing rib. Enjoy … CL  
 
 
 

What Do I Do? 
 
The following was posted on the District II 
discussion group forum.  I feel his pain. 
 
Step-Daughter and husband gave me a super 
Christmas present or I think, but now have a 
question. Present is one of those Black & Decker 
Mega-Mouse sander and polisher. Great sander for 
getting into close places. Vacuum pick-up and all 
the fine things. 
 
Now here is the problem: In the directions right at 
first the directions say: 
"Keep your workplace CLEAN......." 
 
Now what do I do??????????? 
 
Anyway, Happy Holidays to all. 
Horace Cann 
 

Tools and Techniques  
 
I have been building a couple models over the 
winter and have actually finished a few.  Being a 
tool junkie, I picked up another tool to use.   
 
For years I have used a small Miter Box that is 
sold by a company called Micro Mark to cut balsa 
and spruce sticks to length.  This Miter Box uses a 
100 tpi Xacto back saw to make the cuts.  The 
cuts are clean enough for most assembly when 
using alphatic glues, but I felt the fit of joint left 
something to be desired when using 
Cyanoacrylates.  So I picked up at the hobby shop 
another tool that is made by Formost products.  It 
is a Miter Sander.  This is not a new product.  I am 
guessing that it has probably been on the market 
for 20 years.   
 

 
Miter Box 
 

 
Miter Sander 
 
The Miter Sander is constructed of hardwoods and 
an adjustable plastic arm.  The sliding sanding 
block looks like the letter "H" from the end and 
rides in a couple of grooves.  The sandpaper is of 
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the adhesive backed type.  To use the Miter Sander 
you adjust the arm to the desired angle, place the 
stick to be mitered against the arm, and slide the 
sanding block back and forth while you move the 
stick towards the sanding block.  It helps if the 
stick is cut close to the final desired angle. 
 
To make it easier to get the correct angle on the 
piece I am working on I use an adjustable 
protractor made by HEMPE and sold in Home 
Depot stores.  To use it I place the protractor over 
the plans, set the angle, and then set the Miter 
Sander's arm using the protractor as a guide. 

 
Protractor 
 

 
 

Sanding and Carving Edges 
 
I have never had success in rounding over or 
putting a nice radius to the edges of flying 
surfaces.  I also have the same difficulty in tapering 
the hinge line at a 45-degree angle.  So how do I 
get some decent edges the length of the surface 
like this on my planes? 
 

 
 
I use a router table and router bits.  For trailing 
edges I use an appropriate round over bit with a 
pilot bearing.   

 
 
I also use a "V" groove bit to put the angle on the 
leading edge of the control surfaces.   
Here is a typical setup using the "V" groove bit 
and table shaping the leading edge of a rudder. 
 

 
 

Dinner Pictures. 
 
The following photos were taken at our annual 
dinner held this year at Sir John's Pub in North 
Brunswick.   
 
Group shots of all present of the prizes follow the 
first three photos. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Gail and Norm Berger for planning, shopping for, 
and running this great night. 
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Thank You! 
 
Many thanks to all of you (especially to Gail, who 
did the shopping for all of the wonderful prizes for 
us girls at the dinner) for the adorable snow-family 
display (see p. 8).  This became a very appropriate 
(Our lawn is still covered with a couple of inches 
of snow.) part of our outdoor lighting over the 
holidays, as it will be for years to come. 
                                                   Marlene 
 

Glacier Girl Has Flown 
 
Glacier Girl, the name given to a P-38 Lightning 
that was retrieved from its resting place 260 feet 
beneath the snow of Greenland, flew for the first 
time in 60 years on October 26, 2002 at 
Middlesboro, Kentucky.   
 
You can visit the web site of Glacier Girl by 
clicking on the link: 
http://www.thelostsquadron.com/ . 
You can read some of the story in the March, 2003 
issue of Private Pilot or see the History Channel 
special that is to air on March 3, 2003. 
 
The recovery process after the discovery was done 
by using a "Super Gopher III drill" that bored four 
foot diameter holes in the ice cap.  Drilling was by 
means of running heated water through the gopher.  
The gopher could "drill" at the rate of four feet per 
hour.  

 
 

Multiple holes were required to create an opening 
large enough to bring sections to the surface.  Here 
a part of the fuselage is being pulled up. 
 

 
 
This is a 1992 photo of Glacier Girl after it was 
uncovered but still 260 feet below the surface. 
 

 
 
Here is Glacier Girl on her first fight in 60 years. 
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You can visit the web site of Glacier Girl by 
clicking on the link: 
http://www.thelostsquadron.com/ . 
 
You can read some of the story in the March, 2003 
issue of Private Pilot or see the History Channel 
special that is to air on March 3, 2003. 
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