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Meeting Date Changed 
to April 3 
 
Because of an issue at the East 
Brunswick Library we have to 
change our scheduled March 
meeting to Thursday, April 3rd. 
 

Dues are Due! 
 
The 2003 dues can be paid at 
the meeting, or they can be 
mailed to the treasurer, George 
Vetrecin, at: 
 
341 North Main Street 
Milltown, NJ 08850 
 
Be sure to mail a copy of your 2003 AMA card 
with your payment or show the card to George if 
you pay at the meeting. 
 
Edison Field permits should be available from 
George at the meeting.  The permits are $10 for 
Middlesex County residents and $20 for all others.   
 
Dues are $25 for all members. 
 

 
 
 

April Building 
Contest by Pat Creed 

 
Here is a list of rules for 
the April building contest. 
If you have any questions, 
please call me at home -
732-721-8953. 
 
(1) Scale 
Any model that is scale or 

sport scale.  The model must be built from a kit or 
scratch built from plans. No scale A.R.F.'s. 
 
(2) Sport 
In this class the model has no full scale 
counterpart. The model must be built from a kit or 
scratch built. No A.R.F.'s 
 
(3) A.R.F. 
In this class the model must be almost ready to fly. 
No built up kits.  The model may be sport or scale. 
 
There will be one winner per class.  A member may 
enter a model in each class.  However, the member 

Coming Events 
April 3 
 

Club Meeting 
(EAST BRUNSWICK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY    
8:00 PM) 

April 4, 5, 6 49th Toledo Show 
April 24 Club Meeting 
May 3, 4 Water Fun Fly, Mountain 

Lake, Hope ,NJ 
May 17 7th Eagles Electric Fly-In  

Hope, NJ 
May 24 Club Meeting 
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may only have one winning model.  If the member 
has more than one winning model, the winning 
model will be chosen from the class that has the 
least amount of models entered.  Models that have 
been in the model of the month contest from last 
October may be entered. 
 
The members will judge the models at the April 
meeting.  Each member will be given a ballot and 
will select the best model for each class. 
 
The prize will be a 25 dollar credit towards next 
year's dues. (25 dollar check for life members.) 
 
Thanks, 
Pat Creed 
 

From the Leader of Your Pack! 
 
The weather is finally beginning to cooperate, and 
it looks like spring is almost here. Given that the 
forecast holds up, I expect to finally get some 
flying in this weekend! 
 
As spring approaches and you get ready to start 
flying again, please make sure to check out your 
equipment and pay special attention to cycling your 
batteries. If you don’t have a cycler, then borrow 
one.  Otherwise you are literally in the dark and 
could easily experience problems. 
 
I have found too many batteries in poor shape after 
this winter and need to order a few replacements. I 
can also tell you that a new battery is not 
necessarily a good battery! At the Lebanon Flea 
Market I picked up a Futaba brand battery from 
Bruckner Hobby, and it is no good! Please err on 
the side of caution here and make sure you check 
everything before going out to the field. 
 
I have not been able to do too much with my 
hobby activities because of demands related to my 
job. I am basically leaving home at 6AM and 
returning around 7:30PM, and while I think about 
going down into the basement, I don’t too often 
make it. 
 

I did get to go to Lebanon this year for the annual 
Flea Market. The place was big and busy. Lots ‘o’ 
stuff to look at and opportunities to ‘make a deal.’ 
I bought a few small part items that cost $2-3 each 
in the store at 2 for $1.00! Oh yes, I also bought a 
kit I didn’t need as well, but at a very attractive 
price. SO now I have another kit for the day after I 
retire! 
 
This month the meeting date had to be changed to 
accommodate East Brunswick Township, so the 
meeting will be one week later than normal. I will 
not be at the meeting as I have plans to go to 
Toledo this year on Thursday evening, and 
assuming the war does not interfere with that plan, 
that is where I will be. 
 
Pat and Jim Creed are putting together a revival of 
a model building contest to be held at the end of 
the April meeting. It is great to hear and see this 
interest. I urge you all to bring something and 
participate in this event. Thanks to both Pat and 
Jim for taking the initiative on this! 
 
                                                         Norm 
 

For Sale 
 
KITS  

Hobbico RTC Viper sport/Q-500  40 size - $30.00  

Sig Four - Star 40 - $35.00 

Great Planes Ultimate Bipe 40 $50.00 

Sig Fazer Kit 40 - $25.00 

Sig Somthin Extra 40 size - $40.00 

Miss Martha Quickee 500 kit - $20.00 

OS FS 120 4-cycle with pump - In Box - Never 
run - $250.00 

 

Call Charles Skowronski at 732-821-6174 or 
Ctune51@aol.com 
 
 
FOR SALE... NIB - ARF 40 SIZE CAP 232 



 

The Fly Paper Volume 25 Number 3 Page 3 of 7  March, 2003 

Any questions, call Alex @ 732-821-5641 or 
e-mail: TCRCY2K@aol.com - for details. 
Price: $175.00 
 

 
 
FOR SALE....  NEW (was bench started once for 
testing) ZENOAH G38 WITH BENNETT PITTS 
STYLE MUFFLER AND ZINGER 20/8 
PROPELLER.  Price: $375.00 
For more information or questions, call Alex at 
732-821-5641. 
 

 
 

This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month is obviously British 
and was active in their FAA (Fleet Air Arm) from 
1933 to 1945. If you watched any of the various 
documentaries on "Sink the Bismark" etc you'll see 
some of these planes making torpedo runs--
sometimes attacking their own ships! (None of the 
"Fish" found the target, thankfully!)...How many 
Mystery Ships can you count in this picture?��
 

February's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 

 
 
Our mystery ship last month was (officially) the 
Curtiss-Wright CW-20, known to most of us as the 
C-46 Commando. This plane started out (first 
flight) on March 26, 1940, as the prototype for a 
36-seat commercial airliner. Immediately noticed 
by the military, with anticipated use for cargo, 
transport, and casualty evacuation, a military 
version was ordered and designated C-46 
Commando, using two 2000hp Pratt and Whitney 
R-2800-43 engines. These planes became the 
largest and heaviest twins to serve with the 
USAAF. Three thousand were built by war's end. 
Their cargo capacity and huge loading doors 
proved to be of great importance when flying "over 
the hump"--supplying our troops by flying over the 
Himalayas to China from India, making a vital 
contribution to this airlift program. The USAF still 
used C-46's in the Korean conflict, and early in the 
Viet Nam war. Maximum take-off weight was 
45,000lb (30,000lb empty). Max speed was 
270mph (173mph cruise) with a ceiling of 
24,500ft. Truly a landmark aircraft!...Some of the 
above data taken from the Encyclopedia of World 
Aircraft.......Bill Keller 
 

Field Search Update 
 
Alex has scaled maps with overlays of both 
potential fields.  He is moving ahead on both sites.  
One site may be better suited for quiet flight (glider 
and electric). 
 

AMA Insurance Update 
 
I received the following text of an email from our 
AVP Alex Szemere.  Alex said he would have 
more information at the meeting. 
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I understand some of you are beginning to get 
questions about AMA's insurance situation. Our current 
policy expires on 3/31/03. Generally we have a 
renewal in place well before the expiration date, 
usually months.  This year has been difficult. There's a 
rumor going around that our current carrier, Royal, has 
dropped us. This is not true. Although they have not 
yet offered us a renewal quote, we are still negotiating 
with them. We do have one quote in house (came in 
last Friday afternoon) and more are expected this 
week. After the policy is written we need to have blank 
insurance certificates printed. We can't do that ahead 
of time because they need to name our insurance 
carrier. Once those are in house the certificates need 
to be individually printed for each of our 2,600 plus 
clubs. It's going to be difficult for the HQ staff to get 
everything printed and distributed before 3/31. They're 
working as hard as they can on this. As soon as we 
have something in place I will let you know. 
 
Dave Mathewson 
AMA Vice President, District 2��
7271 State Fair Blvd. 
Baldwinsville, NY 13027 
315.727.4275 
315.635.1039 (Fax) 
 

February's Model of the Month 
 
There were three models presented at the meeting.  
A scheduling conflict with the camera precluded 
any snapshots. 
 
Pat Creed brought in a Conquest 40.  The 4 ½ 
pound Magnum 40 powered model was covered in 
MonoKote and is controlled by a Futaba radio.  
Pat modified the fuselage so the engine could be 
mounded upright.  The pilots are Beevis and 
Butthead. 
 
Bill Buck displayed his Sig Smith Miniplane.  A 
Super Tigre 45 powers the Ultracote covered 
model.  This is a real builder’s kit.   
 
By the way, Bill Buck was named “Sport Flyer of 
2002” by the Jersey Coast Sport Fliers Club of 
which is also a member.  Congratulations, Bill. 
 
And the February winner of the gallon of fuel was 
Bob Mackey for his RCM plans built Southern 
Eagle.  Bob used an MVVS 61 with and OS 
muffler and covered the plane with MonoKote. 

 

Raffles 
 
George Vetrecin, Pat Creed, and Norm Berger 
split our monthly drawing. 
 
Alex Szemere won the gallon of fuel. 
 
 
 

Creek Hobbies 
 
Creek Hobbies has moved and finally has opened 
at their new location.  Their new address is: 
4319 Route 130 South 
Edgewater Park, NJ 08010 
 
Their phone number is the same – 856-722-0489. 
 

Area Events 
 
The Top O’ New Jersey R.C. Club is sponsoring a 
Water Fun Fly May 3-4 and October 4-5 at the 
Lisbon Capri Restaurant and Beach, Mountain 
Lake, Hope, New Jersey.  Flying time is from 10 
am to 5 pm each day. 
 
I went there last year, and the event was somewhat 
subdued by the high winds, cold damp day, and 
large waves on the lake.  Even so, there were some 
brave souls flying. 
 
The 7th Eagles All Electric Fly-in will be held in 
Hope, NJ on Saturday, May 17 from 9 am to 4 pm.  
Rain date is Sunday, May 18. 
 
Austin, Alex, and I were there last year.  Alex and 
Austin flew a few planes, and they also flew in the 
Elexaco event.  The Elexaco event is for ferrite 
speed 400 motors with a 7 cell, 250-350 mAh 
battery.  The aspect ratio of the wing must be less 
than 8.  A motor shutoff is required.  This is a 
timed event. 
 

Ramblings 
 



 

The Fly Paper Volume 25 Number 3 Page 5 of 7  March, 2003 

I don’t know if any of you “old timers” remember 
ABC TV’s The Wonderful World of Flying from 
more than 20 years ago, but it’s back – sort of.  
Steve Kahn is now converting the old videotapes 
to DVD format.  All 23 episodes.  The plan is to 
get subscribers to purchase all 23 episodes at 
$19.95 a month and then go on to create a new 
series.  He is also hoping to get the program on a 
cable channel.  If you are interested, he has a web 
site. -  www.wwof.com 
 
ModelSport Video Magazine has temporarily 
suspended production due to illness.  My local 
hobby dealer told me that they hope to be back in 
production soon.  That was all the information that 
they had.  There is nothing new on their web site 
either (www.modelsport.com) 
 

WRAM’s Show 
 
I went to the WRAM’s show in February - a 
Saturday afternoon to be exact.  I got there at 1 
pm just after some very heavy rain ended.  As 
usual, the lot across the river was open, but 
unusual for the lot, it was very empty.  That 
emptiness continued onto the display floor.  The 
photo below was taken at 2 pm.  Normally the 
floor is quite busy at that time and you can’t see 
the hardwood.   
 

 
 
There were some impressive models up in the 
display area.  There was also a lot of open space 
between models!  I have never seen so few models 
as this year.  Could it have been the weather? 

 

 
Up on the stage was an impressive Wildcat.   
 

 
 
I was very disappointed in the lack of products and 
new products at the show.  The exception being 
the display of turbine powered helicopters.  For 
“only” $7K you could have a very nice scale 
Hughes 500.  Shown below is the inner working of 
one of the whirly birds. 
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See you at the meeting. 
 
John 
 



 

 

March meeting date changed to 
Thursday, April 3rd at 8:00 PM 
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