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Another R/C Pilot Soars in the 
Sunset…  

 
 
 
On August 12, 2003, Austin Kosik passed away 
peacefully in his sleep. A few days earlier he was 

diagnosed with a heart attack and was hospitalized 
for several tests and procedures to unclog a 
coronary artery. He was sent home to recover.  
 
A long time friend of many R/C’ers, Austin loved 
model aviation. Lately he pursued indoor electric 
flight every Wednesday at the Teaneck Armory. 
 
On the afternoon of his passing, he probably was 
dreaming about flying one of the “coffee cup” – as 
he called it – electric models.  
 
Of course, he is being missed….  He didn’t re-up 
his membership at the beginning of this season, but 
he told us a day before he died that he was 
planning to attend this month’s meeting and sign 
up again.  
 
Austin will be remembered not only for his many 
successful R/C flights, - spectacular crashes too - 
but mostly for his eagerness to help, teach, and 
share his airplane modeling activities and many 
other life experiences. When he retired as a 
teacher, they took him out of teaching, but 
teaching was never taken out of Austin….. May he 
rest in peace.  
 
We send our deepest condolences to the Kosik 
Family.  
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Maynard Hill does it again! 
 
Seventy seven year old lifetime modeler and retired 
John Hopkins engineer Maynard Hill who holds 24 
records for model flight has recently added two 
more records to his list.  Hill successfully flew an 
R/C model plane across the Atlantic Ocean on his 
fifth attempt in two years. 

 
Maynard Hill in his workshop with a prototype. 
 
Official flight certification is being sought through 
the Federation Aeronautique Internationale 
(F.A.I.).  If the FAI certifies the flight, Hill will 
have set the record for a straight-line distance of 
1888.3 miles for the flight from Cape Spear, 
Newfoundland, Canada to Mannin Beach, County 
Galway, Ireland. 

 
The second record is for duration of flight – 38 
hours and 23 minutes.  The flight began on August 
9th and ended August 11, 2003. 
 
Hill headed a team of enthusiasts who assisted him 
in the organization of the funding (a $40,000 
effort); coding of the internal computers; design of 
the electronics, logistics, transportation; and other 
aspects.   
 
Hill, who is legally blind and hearing impaired, 
constructed at least seven of the models to attempt 
this flight.  The construction consisted of balsa 
wood, fiberglass and a transparent red Mylar�  
covering.  Hill used modified 4 cycle model 
engines fitted with spark ignition systems burning a 
gasoline and oil mix.  The motor was set to run at 
approximately 3700 rpm.  At that setting the plane 
averaged about 49 mph. 
 
Total take off weight of the 60-inch span model 
was 11 pounds.  5.5 pounds of the weight was the 
fuel.  If a gallon of fuel weighs approximately 7.5 
pounds, that means the plane achieved a fuel 
mileage of over 2500 miles per gallon.  Maybe that 
should be the third FAI record! 
 

 
AMA President Dave Brown holding “The Spirit 
of Butts Farm” just after the landing in Ireland. 
 
AMA president Dave Brown was on hand in 
Ireland to do the honors of landing the plane, 
christened “The Spirit of Butts Farm.”  After the 

Coming Events 
August 28 
 

Club Meeting 
(EAST BRUNSWICK  
 PUBLIC LIBRARY    
8:00 PM) 

September 6-
7 

Rhinebeck, NY Jamboree 
for aircraft flown before 
12/31/’39 

September 
12-14 

N.E.A.T Fair, Downsville, 
NY 

September 
20-21 

Warbirds over Jersey, 
Imlaystown, NJ 

September 
25 

Club Meeting 
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landing, which was within 10 meters of the pre-
designated landing spot, Brown checked the fuel 
supply and noted that “there was even about a shot 
glass of gasoline left in the tank,” or approximately 
1.8 ounces of fuel.  (Original calculations indicated 
that the plane had 37 hours of fuel on board.) 
It is assumed by this editor that there will be 
extensive coverage of the project in Model 
Aviation magazine, along with at least editorials in 
most of the other model magazines, praising 
Maynard Hill’s five-year effort to be successful. 
  
For more information, go the official web site that 
tracked the event at:   
http://www.tam.plannet21.com 
 

From the Leader of Your Pack! 
 
This has been a busy month for me, given business 
travel, personal vacation travel, and just not 
enough hours in a day. 
 
On too many days lately I have had every intention 
of going into my cave and finishing this project or 
that and instead made the serious mistake of sitting 
in front of the TV, never to get up again that night. 
I don’t watch the TV; I just turn it on and then 
lean back in the Lazy Boy, and next thing I know it 
is the middle of the night, my wife already went to 
sleep, and it’stime for me to crawl into bed too! 
 
I have been getting out to go flying as often as I 
can and have been enjoying the flying conditions 
and the weather! 
 
I have not had a lot of time to do much this month; 
in fact I just returned from the West Coast, 
concluding a week’s vacation that was so nice it 
was hard to get on the plane and come back from. 
We had perfect weather, lots of clear skies, and 
just plain old relaxation. 
 
Now it is back to the grind. 
 
Norm 
 
 

Club Library by Alex Szemere 
 
At the August meeting a proposal will be made 
about the selection of titles to be traded with 
another R/C Club. This will include books as well 
as videotapes. Suggestions are welcome from the 
membership. Any outstanding items are welcome... 
to be returned, and certainly new donation are also 
appreciated. We thank John D. for his R/C Library 
Video Tape donations.  
 
Any club member that donated items to the club’s 
library and does not want the items to leave the 
possession of the club, or would like their 
donation(s) returned is asked to contact me at the 
August meeting, by phone, or by email (732-821-
5641, TCRCY2K@aol.com) and I shall honor his 
wish.  
 

Raffles 
 
Norm Berger, Jack Mieszkowski, and George 
Vetricin all got a piece of our 50-50. 
 
Oxalis Jimenez won the gallon of fuel. 
 

Fuel Donation and Flight Training 
 
We thank Milton Silverstein for offering to donate 
glow fuel from his inventory for Introductory and 
Flight Training purposes.  
 

Speaking of Flight Training… 
 
Alex has informed me that there has been lots of 
flying at the Edison Field.  He has been doing a lot 
of instructing and has done some “intro flights” 
that have brought a few prospective members to 
our club. 
 

For Sale 
Hangar 9 Cap 232 - 40 Size ARF - It's actually 
Shake And Glue -SAG- NEW IN BOX e-mail 
Alex if interested: TCRCY2K@aol.com or call 
732.816.1810 and leave a message. If requested, 



 

The Fly Paper Volume 25 Number 8 Page 4 of 6 August, 2003 

will take to the meeting.  
 

This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month is the last of the 
manufacturer's biplanes to be used operationally 
for the US Navy.  The company that was started 
by a competitor of Orville and Wilbur designed it. 
Its name is a coastal bird, and the plane was 
designed for both floats and tail 
dragger/wheels...Whatzit?? 
 

July's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship from last month was the 
German-built Focke-Wulf FW 200 "Condor." 
Penned by the genius of Kurt Tank and submitted 
to Deutsche Lufthansa on July 16, 1936, FW was 
to have the prototype flying within a year: first 
flight was July 22, 1937. Initial power was four 
875 HP Pratt & Whitney (!) Hornet radials, but not 
surprisingly, later production used BMW power. 
Performance was outstanding, and Lufthansa set 
many long-distance marks. With WWII looming, 
the Condors were equipped with even more fuel 
capacity, and machine guns (FW-200C). Only 280 
Condors were built (hatched?) before the end of 
the war and used primarily for long range sea 
reconnaissance (2212 miles and 14 hours of flight 
time). Rumor has it that there was a plan to bomb 
New York City and refuel in Central/ South 
America with these planes. German leadership 
failed to take advantage of the Condor's 
possibilities of a four-engined long-range bomber 
(thank goodness Goering was a WWI fighter pilot 
rather than a bomber driver). ... 
 
Some of the above data taken from the Complete 
Encyclopedia of World Aircraft... Bill Keller 

 
Area Events 
 
August 29 to 31  1st Annual New York City 
Helicopter Fun Fly.  .  Location: 
��������		�

������
����
��	�����
��������  
Visit www.nychellyfunfly.com for more 
information 
 
September 12-14.  N.E.A.T. Fair, Downsville, 
NY 
http://www.neatfair.org/ 
 
October 4-5.  Second annual AMA District II Fly-
In.  Will be hosted by the Pennsylvania Avenue 
Radio Control Society’s (PARCS) and will 
beheld at: 
��������		�

�����
����
��	�����
��������  
http://www.parcsrcmodel.net/ 
 

Model of the Month 
 
There were no models presented at the July 
meeting. 
 

Auction   
 
Norm was mailing out the notification of our 
auction.  It will be at the same site as last year – 
the Presbyterian Church ,21 South Main Street, 
Cranbury, NJ. 
 
This time the auction will be held on Saturday 
morning, November 8.  Setup is at 8 am, with 
doors opening at 9 am.  A flea market will be held 
until 11am, with the auction following.  Entrance 
to the room will be $3, with a table going for $10.  
Auction sales will be charged a 10% fee. 
 
Mark your calendars – we need the help and your 
participation. 
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Dinner   
 
The annual dinner is on for December.  We need a 
place, a date, and help.  Sir John’s was one 
suggestion, since everyone seems to like it.  The 
officers are open to other suggestions from the 
membership. 
. 

Hints and Tips 
 
The following “Hints and Tips” are from the 
AMA’s July Newsletter. 
 
Convenient clean up 
Want a nice, neat, convenient way to clean up that 
airplane? Use baby wipes, those soft wipe tissues 
that come under various brand names and are 
packaged in handy plastic boxes. The wipes must 
contain some kind of cleaning agent because they 
remove oil very well, and the lanolin in them acts 
like a polish. 
 
Trimming MonoKote  
Do you have the same problem I had—wondering 
how to trim off the excess MonoKote from your 
airplane? It is especially hard to trim around those 
corners. Here’s an idea that’s as simple as 1, 2, 3. 
Take a piece of scrap plywood and cut it into strips 
about 1 1/2-inch wide and four inches long. Next, 
place a single-edge razor blade at a 30 degree 
angle on each side of the piece of plywood. Put 
one drop of medium CyA in the center of the razor 
blade (there is a small hole in the center of the 
blade). Now you can trim off your excess 
MonoKote and have a clean cut line. You also can 
determine your trim size by the thickness of the 
plywood you use. 
 
from the newsletter of the  
Skagit R/C Club 
Pat Goffin, editor 
Burlington WA 
 
 Paint tips 
1) Drill a small hole in the ferrule of your new 
paint brushes and drop some CyA in it. You won’t 

lose as many bristles. 
2) After doping, rinse the paint brush in thinner or 
epoxy paint remover. Squeeze dry with paper 
towel and wash in soap and water. Place the brush 
in a jar, handle down. You’ll find that when it 
dries, your brush will be soft, with no paint or 
thinner hardening the bristles. 
3) When painting or doping, apply the paint 
moving your arm from the elbow, without wrist 
movement. The dope will be applied more evenly. 
4) When doping silk, especially for the first four or 
five coats, paint over the same spot with very thin 
coats two or three times until all of the bubbles 
disappear. This will release the air and dope fumes. 
You also will have fewer paint runs and a 
smoother finish. 
 
from The Monocle 
Barons Model Club 
Spokane WA 
 
Drilling engine mounts 
When using those black plastic engine mounts, it’s 
difficult to mark where you should drill for the 
engine mounting bolts/screws, still having all the 
holes aligned and getting the engine right where 
you want it. One good way to do this is to have the 
engine on the mount, in the airplane, aligned just 
how you want it. Then, chuck a piece of music 
wire, about 3/32 inches and four or five inches 
long, in your drill, with a rough-cut end out. Use 
this to mark your holes. With a little pressure, the 
rough end of the wire will make a visible mark, and 
will even chew a small depression in the plastic, 
giving you “center punched” marks and ensuring 
proper alignment for drilling. 
 
from RC Prop Wash 
Ocala Flying Model Club 
Dick Smith, editor 
Ocala FL 
 
See you at the meeting, 
 
John 
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