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Elections 
 
Well, Milt was successful in getting the 2003 
officers to run again.  He was unsuccessful in 
selling the idea of holding office to any of the 
other members.  Therefore, by Fiat, the old 
officers of 2003 are now the new 2004 officers. 
 
From the Leader of Your  Pack! 
 
Here we are, starting our 37th year as a club. I 
think this is quite an achievement for our little 
group. 
 
We had our annual dinner on Sunday, the 11th of 
January (was postponed due to snow in 

December.) This year we went to the Cranbury 
Inn, which is just across the street from the site of 
our annual auction. This is quite an interesting 
venue, and we were treated to a wonderful brief 
history presented by one of the current owners. 
None of the ‘ghosts’  she spoke about appeared, 
but watch out next time you visit. 
 
If you have never come to the annual dinner or 
missed this year, you missed a good time. The 
food was great, we had plenty of interesting prizes, 
and nobody was disappointed. I think the after the 
holiday season and the Sunday afternoon vs. early 
in the season and a Saturday night has some merit 
and is something we should consider in the future. 
 
This year I was helped by George Vetricin, our 
treasurer (thanks, George) – he had tried and 
suggested the restaurant and handled the 
arrangements with the facility. Then George also 
assisted in the acquisition of all the gifts. 
 
Guys, it is easy to do and we would appreciate it if 
others got involved so that the same few people 
are not always carrying the ball this year. If anyone 
is willing to take on some of the annual tasks, let 
us know and we will even help you to get the stuff 
done. All we ask is that you do what you say you 
are going to do and not volunteer and do nothing. 

Coming Events 
January 29, 
2004 

Club Meeting,  
(EAST BRUNSWICK 
 PUBLIC LIBRARY   
8:00 PM) 

February 20 - 
22 

WRAMS 

February 26 Club Meeting  8:00 PM 
March 25 Club Meeting  8:00 PM 
April 2-5 Toledo 50th Anniversary 
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Pictures of our dinner participants are on the web 

site http://www.tricountyrc.com – please take a 
look at them as they also show some interesting 
features of the inn as well. 
 
Please note that we have redeveloped the web site 
recently so it has a new fresh look and feel. We 
moved the ISP hosting service away from the 
primary Yahoo and no longer have much 
restriction on space or bandwidth. We will 
continue to add content and features to keep the 
site both interesting and fresh. Please take a look 
when you have a chance. Anyone who would like 
to provide content, pictures, etc., please just eMail 
to our webmaster at the new address 
,webmaster@tcrcnj.com. 
  
I must tell you that we concluded the year pretty 
much on a high note. Membership for the year was 
more than expected, our bank balance is pretty 
much where we started out, and I think all in all, 
given the circumstances, we are doing pretty well 
as a club. 
 
Your officers will be meeting just prior to the 
January meeting to draft a proposed budget. The 
proposed budget is just that, and we strongly 
recommend that you bring your ideas and thoughts 
to the meeting and help us to improve the program 
for the membership this year. 

Our hobby/sport faces some difficult challenges as 
we move into the future. Look around and you see 
the group is getting older and we are not attracting 
many younger people. Attend a trade show and 
look around and see who is attending next to you, 
and I think you will realize this issue very quickly. 
 
I think our little attempt last year with the Cub 
Scouts was a good thing, and we should try to 
expand on it by inviting that group out to the field 
and trying to see if we can demo for other Scout 
groups that might be interested. While this effort 
might not win us large numbers, it will make 
people well aware of our activity and could bring 
us good publicity and support in the community.  
 
On a personal note – I have done little building, 
and it is just too cold to fly lately. I did charge up 
my gear around New Year’s Day, but the heavy 
rains came. Ever the optimist, I will be ready to go 
when the first nice weekend day comes.  
 
I have all good intentions to go into my cave and 
get some work done, but lately it has been a 
struggle to get away from the Lazy-Boy chair and 
the TV. It seems like I work in spurts, and right 
now I’m waiting for that inspiration to get moving 
again after the holidays. 
 
Norm 
 
National Model Museum 
 
Alex sent along this link to the AMA’s Model 
Museum.   
http://www.modelaircraft.org/museum/wexhibope
n.asp    
 
The museum is physically located at the AMA’s 
headquarters in Muncie, Illinois.   
 
Although the museum has been operating for 
many years, it appears that the web site is new and 
growing. 
 
So if you get the chance, take a peak. 
 
 

TCRC Meeting Schedule 
For  2004 

 
Jan 29, 2004 - 8:00PM   
Feb 26, 2004 -  8:00PM  
Mar 25, 2004 -  8:30PM 
April 29, 2004 -  8:00PM 
May 13, 2004 -  8:00PM   (* *  2nd Thurs.) 
June 24, 2004 -  8:00PM 
July 22, 2004 -  8:00PM   (* *  4th Thurs.) 
Aug 26, 2004 -  8:00PM 
 
Note the delayed start time and the two dates that 
are not the last Thursday of the month. 
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Club Dinner  
 
Norm covered most of the dinner that was held on 
January 11th.  I thought I would put a couple of 
pictures here, and then you can see the rest on our 
web site.  By the way, the wonderful “Mrs. Norm” 
took most of the pictures.  Thanks, Gail. 

 

 

 
This is the host and co-owner Gay Ingegneri, who 
gave us a brief history of the inn.  You can learn 
more about the inn and its owners at 
www.thecranburyinn.com 
 

 

 
Our President, Norm Berger, welcoming all to the 
dinner.  Above and behind Norm is one of the 
murals that were painted by members of the 
C.C.C. 

 
And the loot.   
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Marlene and I would like to thank the club for 
their generous gifts that were presented to us at the 
dinner.  Both items will see a lot of use.  (Since 
John makes delicious breads with and without his 
bread machine, and we often dip bread in different 
flavored oils, the dipping set will be used VERY 
often! Thanks again! – Marlene) 
 
Club L ibrary by Alex Szemere 
 
If you wish to borrow or return any items, please 
contact me by email or phone at (732-821-5641, 
TCRCY2K@aol.com) 
 
There are at least one video and publication 
addition planned for this month.   
 
New and Prospective Members 
 
At the November meeting we voted in Gus Marin.  
You can see a picture of Gus down in the MoM 
section.  We also got to meet Frank Cubelo of 
Cranford.  Frank is interested in joining the club. 
 
November Raffles 
 
Rich Dvorin, Irwin Keshner, and John English all 
got a piece of our “50-50.”  
 
Gus Marin won the fuel raffle. 
 
Auction Wrap Up 
 
George Vetricin reported that the auction was 
again profitable and growing.  George stated that 
we brought in $143 more than last year.  George 
also noted that a breakdown of the expenses is 
available to those that may be interested in such 
things. 
 
The club thanked Alex Szemere for donating the 
CAP 232 ARF Kit that was raffled off at the 
auction. 
 
The club has agreed to send the church a donation 
as thanks for the use of their facilities. 
 

The next auction is scheduled for Saturday, 
November 6, 2004. 
For Sale 
 

 
 
ZENOAH G-38 Engine - Bennett Muffler  - 
Zinger 20/6 Propeller - Jtech G38 Engine 
Mount: $275.00 - Contact Alex 
(drszemere@aol.com)  732.821.5641 
 
This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month was made by the 
company that later designed the years-ahead flying 
wing.  Our photo ship was developed from a 
single-engined transport design.  The picture 
makes it look like an AT-6, but it isn©t!  
WHATZIT? 
 
November 's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was the Bellanca 
"Skyrocket"-not to be confused with the Republic 
twin-engined aircraft of the same name.  
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Bellanca©s Skyrocket first flew in 1930 and was 
essentially developed from the "Pacemaker" series.  
The Skyrocket was initially fitted with six seats 
and was also available with Edo floats.  More 
performance was desired, so in 1932 a Model D 
was released with a 450 HP Wasp engine.  Part of 
the initial sales went to the US Navy and Marines 
for radio research, light transport, and a two-
stretcher ambulance version.  Wheel brakes 
(always nice to have!) were fitted to these variants.  
A Deluxe Senior Skyrocket was released, 
providing more refinements and more grunt (550 
HP P&W Wasp), giving 180 MPH.  Northwest 
Industries in Canada built final versions under 
license.  Some of the above data was taken from 
the Complete Encyclopedia of World 
Aircraft.........Bill Keller 
 
New “ E-zine”   by Dave Mathewson 
AMA Vice President, District 2 
 
Model Aviation launches 
e-zine Sport Aviator (Added 1/22/04) 
 
Model Aviation is proud to announce the launch 
of Sport Aviator magazine, an on-line supplement 
devoted to the new aeromodeler. Sport Aviator is 
free and available to anyone with an interest in 
model aviation. 
 
Product reviews, "how-to" tips, and basic "getting 
started" articles are among the features offered 
with the intent of helping less-experienced pilots 
enjoy their building and flying experience. 
If you are new to the exciting sport of model 
aviation, go to www.masportaviator.com today. Be 
sure to check back frequently as more articles and 
content are added every week. 
 
Speaking of Web Sites 
 
RC Universe - � � � �� � � � �� 	 � 
 	 �� � �  - has exceeded 
80,000 members.  This is a very good, all around 
site for those interested in modeling and aviation 
in particular.  The site has discussion groups, how-
to articles, reviews, for sale, and want ads to name 
a few. 

 
Another similar to R/C universesite is R/C Bay.net 
– � � � �� � 
 � � �� 	 � -   
John Schwolow forwarded this link 
� � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � 
 � � �� � � � �� � 	 � �
 � � � �, which is the 
site 303rd bomb group association.  John supplied 
the following photo of a B-17 and its crew to the 
site. 

 
To get a really good look at the picture, go to 
� � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � 
 � � �� � � � � � � 
 � � � � 	 �� � � �� 
 
If you look closely at the man kneeling second 
from the left, you might recognize the co-pilot.  He 
was then known as “ � � � � � � � �! ��" � � � � �� � �#! $%�& 
 
Here’s John �  
before the ferry 
flight to 
England. 
 
 
Model of 
the Month 
 
There were five 
models 
presented at the 
November 
meeting.   
 
First up was John English with a Great Planes Gee 
Bee R-1.  This is an ARF that uses a fiberglass 
fuselage and a built up, balsa wing.  This giant 
scale R-1 has a wingspan of 68”  and is 45”  long.   
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The covering is Top Flite MonoKote.  John 
installed an O.S. 1.08 2-cycle engine to power the 
beast.  John used 4 channels on JR radio and five 
servos.  The plane weighs about 12 lbs. 
 
If you are interested, Dick Pettit reviewed the R-1 
in the February 2004 issue of R/C Report. 
 
Next up was new member Gus Marin and his very 
tired little mechanic with a Hanger 9 Funtana 3D 
ARF.  The plane was built from balsa and lite 
plywood and covered with white UltraKote.   

 

Gus installed a Saito 71 4-cycle motor for power.  
A Futaba radio supplies guidance using 5 servos 
and 4 channels.  The plane has a wingspan of 56”  
and is 56”  long. 
 
Milt Silverstein keeps getting smaller and smaller 
planes.  This little guy is a Cox Sky Ranger.. 
 

 
 
This little foam electric plane uses one servo and a 
9-volt battery.  Milt thought it was a great bargan 
at $20. 
 
Alex Szemere brought in his freshly restored 
Precision Aircraft Design’s Extra 260.  This kit is 
the Patty Wagstaff version.  
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Alex managed to re-kit this way back when we 
had the field off of Applegarth Road.   
 
The plane is built up of balsa and plywood with 
foam ribs.  The plane weighs 25 pounds and has a 
115”  wing span.  Power is supplied by a 3W78 
twin cylinder motor.   
 
Milt helped Alex with the rebuilding. 
 
Last, but first (place, that is) was Charlie Bissette 
with his “BB” Bipe.  The plane has a fiberglass 
fuselage and built up wings, and lots of E-Poxy.   

 
 
This is Charlie’s own design that he has built, 
rebuilt, redesigned, and modified over many years 
(more that 20.)  In its current form it weighs 15 
pounds, has a 7”  6”  wing span (top), and is 
covered with UltraKote.  An OS 91 and a 14/6 
prop is used to motivate the ship.  A Futaba radio 
is used for control. 
 
Charlie got to take home a gallon of fuel for his 
efforts. 
 
DAYTON WRIGHT 'FLYER' 
REPLICA FLIES 
Source: AOPA eNews Submitted by: A. Szemere 
  
A Wright "Flyer" replica built by the Wright 
Brothers Aeroplane Company of West Milton, 
Ohio, has flown, is continuing to fly, and will keep 
on flying. Two replicas were built using wing ribs 

made by children from around the nation at 
supervised workshops. 

Picture Source: Smithsonian Museum 
 
Ribs built by those living in North Carolina and 
Ohio were used in the replica that flew 
successfully for 150 feet to a safe landing on 
January 7 in a field at Dayton International Airport 
in Ohio. US Airways Capt. Connie Tobias, 53, of 
Raleigh, North Carolina, piloted the aircraft. She 
has previously flown other historic replicas. It is 
powered by a modern snowmobile engine derated 
to 16.1 hp but will use a Wright "Flyer" replica 
engine in the future. It flew again on January 9. 
There have been four successful flights in all. Nick 
Engler, founder of the Wright Brothers Aeroplane 
Company and Museum of Pioneer Aviation, an 
educational organization dedicated to telling the 
Wrights© story, said the aircraft will be tested 
further and then used for public exhibitions and 
possible demonstration flights if permitted by 
FAA officials. 
 
Coming events 
 
WRAMS Annual Trade Show, White Plains, 
NY, February 20-22, 2004 
www.wram.org 
 
Flea Market, Lebanon, PA, March 13, 2004 
 
Toledo WEAK Signals Annual Trade Show 
Toledo OH, April 5-7, 2004 
www.toledoshow.com 
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And you think you have problems 
taxiing! 

 
I got this one emailed to me.  Coincidently, R/C 
Report has a series of “big boy oops”  photos in the 
February issue. 
 
Modeling Definitions From Rich Dvorin 

 
-Glide Time: The time between the engine falling 
out and the airplane hitting the ground.  
-Aeromodeling: The art of turning precision cut 
and glued balsa wood and foam into toothpicks 
and confetti.  
-Crash: Method of seeing inside a model airplane.  
-Receiver : Part of the radio that picks up 
interference.  
-Tank: Temporary storage place for chemicals 
before they saturate the plane.  
-Elevator : Device to prevent level flight.  
-Mixture Screw: Device to meter too little fuel to 
the engine at critical moments.  
-Nose Wheel: Device that prevents an airplane 
from landing without bouncing.  
-Spinner : Critical part of landing gear  
-Luck: Very sparse on your side, but plenty with 
your flying colleagues, only they refer to it as 
SKILL.  
-Tough Luck: This is what you usually have. 
Your flying colleagues refer to it as lack of skill.  
-Bad Luck: Same as TOUGH.  
-Good Luck: What you need the most, but rarely 
have.  
-Crash: Quick method of removing radio and 
engine from a model to fit them in your new one.  

-Crash: Also: Synonym for "rekitting" a model  
-Center  Of Gravity: Point in which G-forces, 
dedicated to separating wing from fuselage, do 
their stuff.  
-Cyanoacrylate: Special glue, designed to 
instantly glue fingers to balsa structures.  
-Cyanoacrylate: Also: Special glue, instantly 
curing when parts are misaligned, will hardly (if at 
all) cure when parts are correctly aligned.  
-Dead Stick: Two of these can be found on your 
transmitter after failing to properly charge your 
batteries.  
-Engine: Device designed to make noise. Will 
suddenly stop making this noise when beyond 
glide-in distance.  
-Epoxy: The stuff that has replaced the balsa after 
the flying season.  
-Fail Safe: Option on PCM radio©s that allows a 
pilot to choose whether to crash near him, or a 
long way away  
-Fuel Tank: Plastic bottle, designed to leak when 
placed in totally inaccessible locations.  
-Fuselage: Optional interconnecting structure 
between wings and engine.  
-Glitch: What you shout when you pull up 
elevator while flying inverted at 10 feet.  
-Landing Gear: Structure to separate fuselage 
from runway after landing. Does not always 
succeed in doing so.  
-Propeller : Handy tool to cut away excess skin on 
knuckles. 
 
Chuckles From Bill Keller 

The pilot was sitting in his seat and pulled out a 
.38 revolver. He placed it on top of the instrument 
panel, and then asked the navigator, "Do you know 
what I use this for?" The navigator replied timidly, 
"No, what©s it for?" The pilot responded, "I use 
this on navigators who get me lost!" The navigator 
proceeded to pull out a .45 and place it on his 
chart table. The pilot asked, "What©s that for?" "To 
be honest sir," the navigator replied, "I©ll know 
we©re lost before you will."  
 
More tower chatter: Tower: "Delta 351, you have 
traffic at 10 o©clock, 6 miles!" Delta 351: "Give us 
another hint! We have digital watches!"  
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------------------------------------------------------------  
One day the pilot of a Cherokee 180 was told by 
the tower to hold short of the runway while a 
MD80 landed. The MD80 landed, rolled out, 
turned around, and taxied back past the Cherokee. 
Some quick-witted comedian in the MD80 crew 
got on the radio and said, "What a cute little plane. 
Did you make it all by yourself?"  
Our hero the Cherokee pilot, not about to let the 
insult go by, came back with a real zinger: "I made 
it out of MD80 parts. Another landing like that 
and I©ll have enough parts for another one."  
------------------------------------------------------------  
There©s a story about the military pilot calling for a 
priority landing because his single-engine jet 
fighter was running "a bit peaked." Air Traffic 
Control told the fighter jock that he was number 
two behind a B-52 that had one engine shut down. 
"Ah," the pilot remarked, "the dreaded seven-
engine approach."  
------------------------------------------------------------  
A student became lost during a solo cross-country 
flight. While attempting to locate the aircraft on 
radar, ATC asked, "What was your last known 
position?" Student: "When I was number one for 
takeoff."  
------------------------------------------------------------  
Taxiing down the tarmac, the 757 abruptly 
stopped, turned around and returned to the gate. 
After an hour-long wait, it finally took off. A 
concerned passenger asked the flight attendant, 
"What was the problem?" "The pilot was bothered 
by a noise he heard in the engine," explained the 
flight attendant," and it took us a while to find a 
new pilot."  
------------------------------------------------------------  
"Flight 2341, for noise abatement turn right 45 
degrees." "But Center, we are at 35,000 feet. How 
much noise can we make up here?" "Sir, have you 
ever heard the noise a 747 makes when it hits a 
727?"  
 
Articles Needed  
 
Ye ol’  editor is asking all of you for some 
assistance in filling this newsletter with 
information.  I’m looking for anything model 
related.  Anything would help from leads on local 

events that club members could participate in to 
kit reviews.  If you have used a tool or modeling 
product and liked it (or not) put something 
together about it and send it to me.   
 
I’m sure that some of you have flight simulators; 
there are quite a few out there, which you use and 
enjoy.  You could talk about unique features, tips 
that help you install or use the program, or 
upgrades, either software patches, user modified 
features, or add-on features like planes or flying 
fields. 
 
I’m sure you have an engine or motor that you like 
that others would be interested in hearing about.   
 
How about tips and techniques?  Everyone has his 
or her own way of doing a task, you could share 
yours. 
 
Anything I get is appreciated, not only by me, but 
all of the readers of this newsletter. 
 
And Finally… 
 
This is the last pictured transmitted from Spirit, 
the Mars rover, before it stopped transmitting data. 
 

 
See you at the meeting, 
John 
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