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Thursday’s Meeting Time. 
 
Just a reminder that this 
month’s meeting will start 
at our normal 8:00 p.m.   
 
Apr il Building 
Contest  
 
OK, you have 
approximately two days to 
finish your winter project 
and bring it to the meeting.  
So, after finishing this 
newsletter, you have my 
permission to skip the 
Honey-do projects and 
GET TO WORK!   
 
If you need the rules or 
need the model form, refer 
back to March’s newsletter or go to our web site 
www.tricountyrc.com  
 
Dues Time 
 
Once again our treasurer, George Vetrecin, is 
looking for your annual dues.  George accepts two 

forms of payment – check or cash ($25.00), with 
the check being the preferred method.  George will 

accept payment at the 
meeting or by mail. 
 
Either way, you must 
present the renewal 
coupon (that will be found 
elsewhere in this 
newsletter), proof of 2004 
AMA membership, and 
payment in full. 
 
If you pay by check, make 
the check payable to “Tri 
County R/C Club.   
 
George’s address is: 
George Vetrecin  
341 North Main Street 
Milltown, NJ 08850 
 

Membership cards will be available at this 
meeting. 
 
From the Leader of Your  Pack! 
 
“ April Showers Bring May Flowers;”  however, 
comes spring we all look for a break to get out to 

Coming Events 
April 29 Club Meeting,  

(EAST BRUNSWICK 
 PUBLIC LIBRARY   
8:00 p.m.) 

May 15th Old Time Eagles All Electric 
Fly-In 

May 29th & 
30th 

15th Annual Jumbo Jamboree, 
Warren Kruse Field, 
Assurpink Wildlife 
Management area, 
Imlaystown, NJ 

Wednesday 
June 9th 

Combined Club Meeting with 
Boy Scout meeting at 
Thompson Park.. 6:30 p.m. 
(see page 3.) 

June 24 Club Meeting 
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the field and pursue our few modest flights along 
with meeting up with old friends. 
 
I have it on good authority that the rain will soon 
end, the sun will come out, and we can go out and 
get a few flights. Exactly what date that is still 
eludes me, but I know in my bones it is coming 
soon. 
 
This month I will be at the meeting due to change 
in business travel. I plan to have one of my new 
ships at the meeting to be part of the annual spring 
model competition. It would be a very nice thing if 
we could get a good showing this year. 
 
Your officers are busy trying to secure a new field; 
nothing yet 100% to report except that the process 
is on going, recent contacts have been favorable, 
and we continue on to our goal. Oh yes, keep your 
fingers crossed too! 
 
As part of our effort we have a need to make the 
club’s presence known to the public, and Alex  
(our P.R. guy) has been doing an excellent job. We 
have contact with the local Boy Scout troops and 
already have a date for June and there is a plan to 
participate in a display put on by the Port of NY 
Authority. 
 
We need some participation. If ever we need it, we 
need it now to cement what we are working on. If 
you can, bring an airplane, but we would be 
thrilled to have you show up for even a short 
period of time to make our presence known. Your 
officers would appreciate a good show of hands 
when these subjects are discussed at this month’s 
meeting. 
 
I f you have an interest in the club and an 
interest in promoting our  hobby spor t, now 
would be a good time to help out! 
 
If you have a computer keep your eye on our web 
site, we try to keep it right up to date and will 
provide information as it happens!  
http://www.tricountyrc.com 
 

On the personal side this month, I did make it to 
my cave once or twice and even got some serious 
work done on a couple of my aircraft. I also have 
been cycling batteries and cleaning things up a bit, 
getting ready for the good weather. 
 
Always the optimist, I keep one or two ready to 
go.  It has just been miserable weather each 
weekend. 
 
I made a last minute decision to attend the WEAK 
SIGNALS Toledo show and was there for about 5 
hours on Friday. The Show was well attended, and 
I took quite a few pictures that are now on the 
website. Those of you with cable or DSL access 
will enjoy the pictures in a slide show format. It 
takes a little time to load, but the process produces 
a slideshow once the images are loaded. If you are 
on dialup, I would suggest you do not try to access 
as there are 15 pictures in most of the shows, and 
each is about 800k so load time at 28k is too slow 
for most to endure.  Here are a couple  of teasers. 
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The show itself was as good as ever and very well 
attended. This year I positioned myself about a 
half hour north of the show and slept till about 
8:30 a.m., drove into Toledo, went immediately 
for some breakfast in a hotel and at 9:30 a.m. went 
to the ticket line or no line as it turned out. Last 
year I made the mistake of getting there early and 
being on line for 15 minutes just to get in! This 
year with a little planning, there was no waiting! 
 
If you have never been to Toledo, there is a lot of 
interesting ‘stuff.’  You see folks who run home 
businesses trying to bring new products they 
designed public (i.e. a machinist who developed a 
shock absorbing motor mount that is adjustable 
and you can replace your engine in a flash due to 
the unique product design). 
 
The famous pattern flyer QUIQUI was there with a 
new YAK he intends to market. He had one fuel 
powered and one electric (big battery for big 
motor.) Construction was frame around foam, and 
it finished very nicely. It comes as an ARF, of 
course. The intro price said to be $395. 
Unfortunately no product was ready for sale, and 
he wasn’ t taking advance orders – tells me he will 
sell through dealers. OK so we wait, I guess, and 
see if it ever shows up! 
 
I went through the show. It is about 3-4 times the 
size of WRAMS if you can imagine and then there 
is a second floor with a huge Flea Market set up. 
 
I walked away with nothing much this time. I did 
pick up a few things for my buddy, but nothing of 
substance for myself other than the Toledo 50 
Year Anniversary T shirt and patch. 
 
Hope to see you again soon if things at work go 
back to normal (we are having a banner year and 
are in the middle of a company integration with a 
recent acquisition.) Get you stuff together and get 
out and enjoy this hobby of ours. 
 
Regards/Norm 
 
 

MODEL AVIATION EDUCATION - 
Community Service Update… by Alexander 
Szemere  

 
 
Our club has contacted several local Boy Scout 
and Cub Scout Troops in the Monroe Township 
area. Our heritage has roots in Monroe Township, 
and our intent is to continue to share our sport not 
only with local youth but with senior organizations 
as well.   
  
We have received several positive responses, one 
of which is a confirmed invitation to participate in 
a Cub Scout Meeting on June 9 at 6:30 p.m.  in 
Thompson Park, near the lake.  
  
Cub Scout Pack 105 of Monroe Township will be 
meeting at that location, and we need volunteers to 
make a static/taxiing demo presentation of Radio 
Control Aircrafts. This will be similar to 
the indoor presentation we made earlier this 
year to a Scout Group in East Brunswick.  
  
This meeting has been confirmed. Other BSA 
Troops© contacts will be forthcoming with their 
schedules, and therefore we need volunteers to 
make this a season of model aviation educational 
presentations. 
  
More detailed information on this year©s plans and 
schedules will be discussed at our forthcoming 
monthly meetings.  
 
Club L ibrary by Alex Szemere 
 
If you wish to borrow or return any items, please 

Update.  We have rescheduled our May 13th 
meeting to June 9th to accommodate this Boy 
Scout meeting.  We are requesting that each 
member bring a model to show.  This will be a 
static event – no flying - so if you have any 
models under construction, bring them as well. 
It will give the Scouts an idea of the 
construction process.  (the editor) 
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contact me by email or phone at (732-821-5641, 
TCRCY2K@aol.com) 
 
Edison Field Permits 
 
We’re still waiting.  Everything has been 
submitted, so George is going to call the park 
again to find out why we don’ t have them yet..   
 
For Sale or  Wanted 
 
This is the place to advertise any of your old 
equipment that you would like to part with.   
 
This is also the place to post your request for some 
needed item.  
 
For  Sale 
Balsa Products Eindecker Kit 
Wing Span  85" Airfoil ...semi- symmetrical 
Fuselage Length...62" 
 Rec. Engine....Zenoah G23 or ST 2500 
Basic Materials....balsa, hardwood, and plywood 
 Hardware Included....wing bolts, hinges, formed 
wire gears, straps, fiberglass cowl, and fuselage 
cheeks. 
Plans... two rolled sheets and instructions 
Asking price $100.00 
 
If interested, call Charlie Skowronski at 732-821-
6174.   
 
For  Sale 
 
1. GOLDBERG PROTEGE MDS 40 ENG 
INCLUDES BATTERY, RECEIVER, & 
SERVOS STICK BUILT READY TO FLY 
$125.00�
2. HANGER 9 SUPERSTICK A.R.F. OS 40 ENG 
READY TO FLY $125.00 
3. HOBBICO SUPERSTAR 40 A.R.F  READY 
TO FLY $125.00 
4. GOLDBERG TIGER 60 HALF-BUILT $60.00 
5. GOLDBERG EAGLE 2 HALF-BUILT $75.00 
6. AERO STAR 40 HALF-BUILT $35.00 
7. 11 ROLLS MONOKOTE COVERING 4 
YELLOW/4 WHITE/ 3 BLUE $5.00 EACH 

8. HOBBICO TORGUEMASTER 90 STARTER 
$25.00 
9. PEAK H-M 590 STARTER $20.00 
10. A S P 91A SUPER NEW ENGINE $125.00 
11. A S P 61A (RINGED) NEW ENGINE $90.00 
12 OS 60 FP (RN) NEW $100.00 
13 FUTABA SERVOS 3003 6 (NEW) $10.00 
EACH 
14. FUTABA RECEIVER FPR 127 DF NEW 
$75.00 
15. FUTABA BATTERIES NEW NR4QB & 
NR4J $25.00 BOTH 
16. 2 FLIGHT BOXES 1 ALUMINUM & 1 
WOOD $15.00 EACH 
17. FUTABA RADIOS  SKYSPORT 6 T6YF 
72,550 MHZ $75.00 
SKYSPORT 4 T4VF CH32 $75.00 
SKYSPORT 4 BUDDY BOX CH32 $35.00    
 
I ALSO HAVE ASSORTED SMALL PARTS IE. 
WHEELS,GAS TANKS, ETC. 
 
If interested call Bill Horne at 609-490-9584 or I 
can be reached by email at JOCONKY@aol.com 
 
March©s Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was the Stinson O-
49B "Vigilant".  Stinson submitted this design in 
1940 to the U.S. Government proposal for a 2-seat 
light observation aircraft, along with Bellanca 
(YO-50) and Ryan (YO-51).  About this time 
Stinson had become a division of Vultee Aircraft.  
This is probably why the name "Vigilant" was 
chosen, in keeping with Vultee©s "V" names.  The 
Vigilant©s wings were equipped with leading and 
trailing wing-edged slats and flaps in order to get 
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short field landing and take-off performance.  
Power was the Lycoming R-680-9 (290HP) radial.  
The Vigilant was built with a number of variants, 
primarily ambulance and stretcher versions, but 
even pilot training in glider pickup.  Eventually 
the more effective “grasshopper”  family 
superseded this design.  Some of the above data 
was taken from the Complete Encyclopedia of 
World Aircraft......... Bill Keller 
�

This Month©s Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery ship this month subscribes to two 
theories: (1) Lotsa wings are good and (2) engines 
should be loud and round.  The wing stars show 
that it©s an early pre-WWII trainer, and its name 
was used much later...again...for a famous WWII 
carrier fighter. It is not the name of the company 
hangar in the picture (Beechcraft). Whatzit?? 

 
Rumor Aler t 
 
Rumor has it that there will be another three day 
Sussex Air Show this August.  And there will be 
the traditional model fun fly on the Thursday of 
the air show weekend. 
 
Word is the Sean D. Tucker and Jimmy Franklin is 
already signed up.  However, their web sites do 
not mention Sussex.  More as it develops.  (Jeeze, 
sounds like the 11 o’clock news on sweeps week!) 
 
Tuesdays are Beginner ’s Night 
 
If daylight savings time is in effect, then it must be 
Tuesday is beginner’s night.  Every Tuesday, 
weather permitting, instructors will be at the 
Edison field waiting to assist you in your quest to 
fly solo.  Bring your own plane (preferred) or 
make arrangements to use the club trainer ( I think 
it is ready to go.)  And do you know the best part?  
It’s free - That is, if you are a member in good 
standing.  We’ ll have an update on the status of 
the trainer and trainers that will be available at the 
meeting. 
 

New Members 
 
Please welcome two new members to our club.  
They are Frank Cubelo and Gus Cuesta. 
 
Coming Events (non club) 
 
May 1 and 2.  Millville, New Jersey.  Wings and 
Wheels Air Show.  Go to www.p47millvile.org for 
details. 
 
Saturday, May 15, 2004 The 8th Eagles All 
Electric Fly- in Hope, NJ 
9 am to 4pm.  Rain date - Sunday May 16. 
Directions.  From Route 80 take exit 12 and head 
south to Hope.  At the 4 way stop and flashing red 
light make a right and follow the signs that will be 
posted.  The flying field will be on your left on the 
top of a hill (private airport.) 
 
May 29th &  30th  15th Annual Jumbo Jamboree, 
Warren Kruse Field, Assurpink Wildlife 
Management area, Imlaystown, NJ.  Sponsored by 
Mercer County RC Society. 
 
June 19 through Oct. 17.  Air show season at the 
Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome.  Visit 
www.oldrhinebeck.org for details. 
 
March Models of the Month 
 
We had two models and a motor at the March 
meeting. 
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John English brought his Cermark Pitts S2B to 
show off.  We saw this ARF once before in 
different colors.  Previously, this model sported a 
red and white UltraKote finish.  Then one day 
John decided to ah – well, let’s just say he 
customized the plane at the field.  So in finalizing 
the “modifications,”  John changed the color to 
white and blue UltraKote with a little red trim.  
Power is supplied by an OS 120 four cycle motor 
swinging a 15 8 prop.  A JR 8103 with six servos 
is used to guide the 11-½ pound plane. 
 

 
 
Bob Mackey was up next with his Tufflight 
Predator.  This foam and plastic flying wing is 
covered in red and white UltraKote.  The 40 inch 
plane weighs 2 pounds and is pulled by a Royal 
28.  A JR radio controls three servos for motor 
control and elevons. 
 
Bob won a gallon of fuel for his effort. 
 
Next up was Ed Pochinski with what he hopes is a 
cost saving new trend – self contained power pods 
that clip on the front of the model with the twist of 
the wrist.  This will make it easier and cheaper to 
fly multiple models with one motor.   

 
Ed went out and purchased a battery powered Skill 
Saw.  He removed the blade guard, saw blade, and 
gear reduction unit.  Ed then attached a homemade 
prop adapter and 20-inch prop.  He then charged 
the 18 volt battery.  Ed then went into the 
laboratory (work shop) and proceeded to 
scientifically test his new motor system.  Ed aimed 
his system at his workbench and pulled the trigger.  
In no time at all he had cleared a 20-year-old layer 
of stuff off of his workbench.  Given the weight of 
the stuff that Ed cleaned from the floor he 
calculates that his system will pull a 20-pound 
model into unlimited vertical flight. 
 
Okay, I’m pulling your leg.  Actually Ed is looking 
to use the motor from the saw as an inexpensive 
alternative ($59-$69 on sale) to some of the other 
electric motors on the market.  After all, if Tom 
Hunt of ModelAir-Tech can use DeWalt drill 
motors…He really is in the process of evaluating 
the capabilities of the motor, using a wattmeter, 
voltmeter, and tachometer.  He has promised to 
keep us informed of his progress.  I hope that this 
works out. 
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EMERGENCY SAFETY ALERT  

Lithium Battery Fires 
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1. Store, and charge, in a fireproof 
container ; never in your model. 

2. Charge in a protected area devoid of 
combustibles. Always stand watch over the 
charging process. Never  leave the 
charging process unattended. 

3. In the event of damage from crashes, etc, 
carefully remove to a safe place for at least 
a half hour to observe. Physically damaged 
cells could erupt into flame, and, after 
sufficient time to ensure safety, should be 
discarded in accordance with the 
instructions which came with the batteries. 

Never  attempt to charge a cell with 
physical damage, regardless of how slight. 

4. Always use chargers designed for the 
specific purpose, preferably having a fixed 
setting for your particular pack. Many fires 
occur in using selectable/adjustable 
chargers improperly set. Never attempt to 
charge Lithium cells with a charger which 
is not, specifically, designed for charging 
Lithium cells. Never  use chargers 
designed for  Nickel Cadmium batter ies. 

5. Use charging systems that monitor and 
control the charge state of each cell in the 
pack. Unbalanced cells can lead to disaster 
if it permits overcharge of a single cell in 
the pack. If the batteries show any sign of 
swelling, discontinue charging, and 
remove them to a safe place outside as 
they could erupt into flames. 

6. Most important: NEVER PLUG IN A 
BATTERY AND LEAVE IT TO 
CHARGE UNATTENDED 
OVERNIGHT. Serious fires have resulted 
from this practice. 

7. Do not attempt to make your own battery 
packs from individual cells. 

These batteries CANNOT be handled and charged 
casually such as has been the practice for years 
with other types of batteries. The consequence of 
this practice can be very serious resulting in major 
property damage and/ or personal harm 
Safety Committee 
Academy of Model Aeronautics 
5161 E Memorial Drive 
Muncie, IN 47302 
 
More Mileage from Scroll Saw Blades  
 
The following tip was pulled from the web site of 
Workbench magazine’s “woodworking tip of the 
week (www.woodworkingtips.com).  This is not a 
new tip as I have been doing this for years.  I used 
a flat piece of plywood with a slot cut into it and 
held the board down with double-sided carper 
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tape. I got the tip from another modeler.  Later I 
saw it posted in a model magazine.  Here is the 
latest permutation. 
 
The stroke of the blade on my scroll saw is quite short. 
As a result, only a small portion of the blade actually 
does the cutting. When the teeth in that section got 
dull, I used to throw the blade away. But recently, I 
figured out a way to get more mileage from my dull 
blade.  
 
My solution is to install an auxiliary table made of 3/4" 
plywood over the metal saw table. (Table Assembly 
View). The table raises the workpiece 3/4" (the 
thickness of the plywood), which means that a "fresh" 
part of the blade is engaged in the cut (Blade Detail).  
 
The auxiliary table is 1/2" larger than the metal scroll 
saw table (Top View). To make it easy to position, I 
glued three dowels into holes drilled in the bottom of 
the table. Also, a narrow slot provides clearance for the 
saw blade when you install the table. To "lock" it in 
place, you simply rotate a cam so it pinches against the 
metal saw table (Cam Detail). 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Have a nice weekend,  
 
Wyatt Myers  
Online Editor, Workbench 
 
Flashpoint 
 
Recently I purchased a new tool from my local 
hobby shop.  It’s called the Flashpoint and is 
distributed by DuraTrax.   
 
What is the Flashpoint?  It is an infrared 
temperature gage.  Why did I need it?  Well, old 
shaky here was having a problem balancing the 
old Coverite mechanical gauge on the iron long 
enough to get an accurate temperature reading.   
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It seems that it took multiple tries to get a reading 
because I just couldn’ t hold the iron steady long 
enough to get a good reading.   
 
Now all I do is point the Flashpoint at the shoe and 
click the button.  Instant reading.  And it’s 
accurate.  Interesting enough, even after dropping 
the Coverite gauge many times over its 25-year 
life, it is still accurate.  Slow, but accurate.  Okay, 
Okay, that’s all I got for $25 - a quick 
measurement and verification that my Coverite 
gauge was still accurate? No, not really.  I intend 
to use it to keep track of the battery temperatures 
while charging and after flying my electric planes.  
I can even use it to adjust the needle valves on my 
gas engines.  The little wonder even comes with a 
little lanyard to slip over your wrist so its always 
close by when you need it.  However, I can just 
visualize me having this thing hanging from my 
wrist and getting caught in the prop.  So, the 
lanyard is safely put away in the box it came in. 
 
The following tips were pulled from the March 
issue of the AMA National Newsletter. 
 
Tail weight 
During the process of building your next 
masterpiece, it may become apparent that tail 
weight is required. Lead weight for fishing lines is 
available at most sporting goods stores in the form 
of round (about 1/8-inch diameter) strips, several 
inches long. This strip lead is easy to cut up and 
embed in the model during construction. For 
example, strips of lead inserted under the triangle 
stock can be used to reinforce the fin or stabilizer 
on most model designs. It also can be inserted into 
wing tips to provide lateral balance. 
 
from The Hawk Talks 
Concord Skyhawks 
Rob Lawrence, editor 
Bow NH 
 
Tap dance 
from Greg McFadden  
Instead of using the sheet-metal screws that are 
supplied with plastic spinners (the slots of which 
are quickly destroyed by screwdrivers), tap the 

backplate posts to accept the appropriate size of 
Allen-head capscrews into which you can insert a 
regular Allen key. 
 
Weight lifter  
from Bruce Burns  
An excellent way to add ballast to the front of your 

model is to straighten the tab of 
your old tire weights, then bolt 
them to the underside of your 
engine mount. This puts the weight 
well forward, where it’s needed 
and where it can be clipped away 

with shears to adjust the balance point of the 
model. Do not bolt ballast to the cowls. More 
often than not, the little cowl mounting screws will 
be torn out by the vibration. Your friendly tire man 
will probably give you some old weights. 
 
from Prop Spinner Chatter 
Eugene Prop Spinners 
Mel Marcum, editor 
Eugene OR 
 
Cutting dowels  
When cutting a dowel, it’s easy to make the cut 
crooked. To ensure a 90° end, especially on larger 
diameters, try rolling the dowel into the bandsaw 
or scrollsaw blade. 
 
Film cover ing degreaser  
Have you ever wanted to add more film covering 
(MonoKote, UltraCote) to an airplane you’ve 
already flown? It’s difficult to get all the oil 
exhaust off the aircraft so the film will stick. Try 
using CyA kicker (catalyst). Just spray it on and 
wipe it off. It works as a good degreaser. 
 
from Evergreen Flyer 
Evergreen Radio Modelers Association 
Tim Shea, editor 
Marysville WA 
 
See you at the meeting, 
John 
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