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December Meeting and Elections 
 
Our next meeting is at 8:00 p.m., Thursday, 
December 2nd at the East 
Brunswick Library. 
 
At the meeting we will be 
voting for our 2005 officers.  
All offices are up for election 
and run for one year.   
 
Milton Silverstein is our election chairman.  He is 
currently looking for members to run for office.  If 
you are interested, please contact him at 732-390-
5496 or MiltN2SMU@aol.com  
 
Currently, Milt has been able to get only the 
present officers to run.   
 
Club Dinner  
 
On Saturday, December 4th we will hold our 
annual dinner at Pierre's of South Brunswick, 582 
Georges Road, Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852 
Tel: (732) 329-3219 Fax: (732) 329-0310.  
Pierre’s web site is 
www.pierresofsouthbrunswick.com  
The starting time will be 6:30 with dinner at 7:00 
p.m.  Signup is closed for this year, and we have 
40 people attending.  So, if you missed out this 
year, mark your calendar for next year. 

From The Leader of Your  Pack! 
 
Busy we are.  Since the last meeting we ran our 

annual flea market and 
auction. We didn’ t have a 
large crowd, but the event was 
nonetheless a success.  People 
sold their wares; we made 
some coin and finished all the 
hot dogs. What more could 
you ask for? 

 
Thanks to all that helped out and those that 
participated. 
 
Following the Flea Market we were invited to 
speak to Scout Troop 54 in Jamesburg.  Four of us 
showed up with our airplanes and, I think, put on a 
good show. Interest was high, and we have them 
lined up for an intro flight on Sunday the 21st of 
November.  (See photos farther down.) 

Coming Events 
December 2 Club Meeting and 

Election of 2005 officers 
December 4 Club Dinner 
January 27 Club Meeting 
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Interestingly the Scout Master and his assistants 
are just as, if not more than, interested too! 

 
Thanks to Alex, Bill, and Rich for their 
participation.  I think this was well worthwhile. 
 
Now we have our November/December meeting 
scheduled for Thursday the 2nd at the library. This 
month there are elections. The current slate of 
officers are willing to stay in place but would 
gladly move aside if anyone of you brave souls 
wants to step up, please! 
 
This is to be followed by the annual Dinner Party 
at Pierre’s in South Brunswick on Saturday 
evening. We have approximately 40 folks 
attending this year. 
 
So, as you can see, there is quite a bit going on. 
 
My escapades this month were few but rather 
spectacular in spite of the low level of activity. 
 
At our auction I had a profile Extra 300 for sale. 
One party showed some interest in buying it and 
we engaged in a short conversation. I remarked 
that I was flying the sister ship G-200 and 
enjoying the experience quite a bit. I remarked that 
these airplanes had a problem where the stab 
would snap off, but I was aware of this and fixed 
them with a plywood brace that I install 
underneath the stab.  I then went on to tell him that 
I observed the stab on the G200 flexing quite a bit 
in sharp maneuvers; however, it was holding up 
just fine! 
 

Well I spoke too soon. The following day I went 
out and was flying along in a good 18 mph breeze. 
I did a couple of loops and rolls and then a sharp 
turn and pulled up to head back toward the field 
since I was alone and even questioning myself as 
to why I wanted to fly in this wind anyway. 
 
Then it happened.  The stab snapped and BOTH 
sides came off at once. The airplane, overpowered 
with an ST51 went into a climb.  I used the engine, 
trying to bring it closer in.  Funny thing is that in 
this mode the elevator doesn’ t work, but I kept 
leaning on the stick and saying to myself, 
‘airplanes climb with more power…’ 
 
Anyway, once I brought the motor to an idle the 
plane came straight down nose first.  The end 
result was very little broke on impact other than 
every wing panel covering shattered to some 
degree and I broke a prop. 
 
So I took it home, looked at it, and then quickly 
stripped my gear and put it in the trash, as I just 
don’ t need to be fixing this thing. I have more than 
enough airplanes, and I know if I left it sitting I 
would eventually fix it, and this would delay some 
other new project or the other I have already 
started. 
 
Good thing I didn’ t sell the EXTRA! 
 
I usually try to keep flying until the weather turns 
consistently cold and hope to keep going for 
another couple of weeks. 
 
Wishing you and your family the Best of the 
Holiday Season and Happy New Year if I don’ t 
see you until then. 
 
Regards/Norm 
 
New Member  
 
At our October meeting we voted in a new – old 
member, Gary Buckalew.  Gary was a past 
member who took a few years off to help raise his 
family.  Welcome back, Gary. 
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AMA Elections  
 
The official results of the AMA presidential 
election were posted on the AMA web site along 
with an announcement that long time Executive 
Director Joyce Hager was stepping down, and her 
replacement was named.  Personally, I have 
nothing against Mr. Brown, but I would have 
preferred to see some new blood in office and Mr. 
Brown step down.  Even after so many good years 
as president, a different outlook and approach 
would have been refreshing. 
 
 AMA President Elect - Dave Brown 
2nd - Dave Mathewson 
3rd - Bill Oberdieck 
 

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
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 � 
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 � � � � �
The Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) is pleased 
to announce the appointment of Donald J. Koranda as 
its new Executive Director, by a unanimous vote of its 
Executive Council (EC). Effective December 6, 2004, 
Don Koranda will replace Joyce Hager who requested 
reassignment after serving in that position for nine 
years. Joyce Hager will continue to play a significant 
role in the management of the AMA. �

Don Koranda comes to AMA from the National 
Aeronautic Association (NAA), in Arlington, Virginia, 
where he served as NAA president and as its 
representative to the AMA EC for the past six years. 
The NAA recently announced the appointment of David 
Ivey as its new president, and he will continue the 
tradition of the NAA president serving as the NAA 
representative on the AMA EC. �

Dave Brown, AMA president said, "Joyce Hager has 
done a terrific job as AMA's Executive Director after 
stepping into that position during trying times. Her 
service to AMA has been of the utmost importance to 
the continued growth of the association, and we are 
fortunate to have had her as our Executive Director. I 
feel confident that she will continue to be an important 
part of AMA's management. �

"Don Koranda brings a wealth of experience and 
expertise to AMA, and I'm confident that he will take the 
organization to the next level. I have worked with Don 
as the NAA representative to AMA and I am excited to 
have him as our Executive Director. I look forward to 
some great things. This is a great day for AMA."  

�

�

October 's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 

 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was, as you can see 
from the "stars and bars," of American 
manufacture, namely the Bell P-59 Airacomet. 
The design was very attractive, which was one of 
its few attributes. It was thirsty and slow, but it 
was made in the USA and it was, finally, a pure 
jet. As background, Sir Frank Whittle developed 
the basic engine design in the UK, and details 
were transferred to the USA as part of an agreed 
interchange of technological progress. This engine 
info was directed to General Electric in hopes to 
speed WWII to its conclusion. In fact, GE had 
experience in gas turbines even before WWI! 
Bell Aircraft was physically close to the GE plant, 
and was chosen to design and build a fighter 
aircraft powered by the first USA-built aircraft gas 
turbine. Two 2,000-lb thrust turbojets were 
installed. The tail feathers were slightly raised to 
keep them out of the jet turbulence. First flight 
was at Muroc Dry Lake (now Edwards AFB) on 
October 1, 1942. Approximately 17 aircraft were 
constructed and used primarily for evaluation by 
the UAAAF's 412th Fighter Group. Performance 
results were poor and no further examples were 
built. Cruising speed was 375 mph with a service 
ceiling of 42,000 ft. The jet-age performance race 
had started!... 
Some of the above data taken from the 
encyclopedia of World Aircraft 
......Bill Keller.  
 
This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our neighbors in Baltimore made our Mystery 
Ship for this month.  This plane had a 
controversial history; the first unusual item was 
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that it went into production right off the drawing 
board (no prototype development...bad move...).  
Our photo ship also has the extended-width wings, 
as the initial version of the plane was, 
unfortunately, seriously overweight.  However, 
their combat loss rate was the envy of all WWII 
pilots. Whatzit? 
 

Drawings 
 
At the October meeting Norm Berger, George 
Vetricin, and Rich Dvorin all won a piece of the 
drawing.  Meanwhile Bill won the gallon of fuel. 
 
For Sale 
 
A complete RC setup. 
1 40-sized trainer with OS 46 engine, semi wing. 
1 UltraSport 40, partially built, with retract servo. 
1 Pica Duelist 2/40, still in the box, untouched. 
1 Futaba PCM 5 channel. 
1 Futaba PCM 7 channel 
1 OS 46SF ABC motor. 
1 Rossi 45 motor. 
Field box with panel. 
Many additional and spare parts, too numerous to 
list.  Everything you need to get started. 
$500. 
  
Sebastian Font 
237 Silver Lane 
Old Bridge, NJ 08857 
917-282-3477 
 

�
�
Charlie Skowronski’s wife Linda has Hand 
Painted Pilots for Sale.   
Linda uses a new technique of layering the paint 
for a realistic look. 

Prices range from $5.00 for a 1/12 scale pilot to 
$25.00 for a �  scale figure. 
 
Call Linda at 732-821-6174 or email her at 
� � � � � � � 	 � 
 ��
 
 �  
 

 
 
FOR SALE - NEW IN BOX 
Hangar 9 - .40 CAP 232 ARF 
$175.00 - delivered to Edison Field or Meeting. 
Contact Alex: TCRCY2K@aol.com  
Cell Phone: 732.816.1810 
 
FOR SALE...  
  
1. GOLDBERG PROTEGE MDS 40 ENG 
INCLUDES BATTERY, RECEIVER & SERVOS 
STICK BUILT READY TO FLY $125.00 
2. HANGER 9 SUPERSTICK A.R.F. OS 40 ENG 
READY TO FLY $125.00 
3. HOBBICO SUPERSTAR 40 A.R.F  READY 
TO FLY $125.00 
4. GOLDBERG TIGER 60 HALF-BUILT $60.00 
5. GOLDBERG EAGLE 2 HALF-BUILT $75.00 
6. AERO STAR 40 HALF-BUILT $35.00 
7. 11 ROLLS MONOKOTE COVERING 4 
YELLOW/4 WHITE/ 3 BLUE $5.00 EACH 
8. HOBBICO TORQUEMASTER .90 STARTER 
$25.00 
9. PEAK H-M 590 STARTER $20.00 
10. A S P 91A SUPER NEW ENGINE $125.00 
11. A S P 61A (RINGED) NEW ENGINE $90.00 
12 OS 60 FP (RN) NEW $100.00 
13 FUTABA SERVOS 3003 6 (NEW) $10.00 
EACH 
14. FUTABA RECEIVER FPR 127 DF NEW 
$75.00 
15. FUTABA BATTERIES NEW NR4QB & 
NR4J $25.00 BOTH 
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16. 2 FLIGHT BOXES 1 ALUMINUM & 1 
WOOD $15.00 EACH 
17. FUTABA RADIOS  SKYSPORT 6 T6YF 
72,550 MHZ $75.00 
18. SKYSPORT 4 T4VF CH32 $75.00 
19. SKYSPORT 4 BUDDY BOX CH32 $35.00    
I ALSO HAVE ASSORTED SMALL PARTS IE. 
WHEELS,GAS TANKS, ETC. 
MY PHONE # IS 609-490-9584 ASK FOR BILL 
OR I CAN BE REACHED BY EMAIL: 
JOCONKY@AOL.COM   
 
 
N.E.A.T. Fair  
 
As you know, the Neat Fair was rained out; no 
make that flooded out.  Our own Doris McGrath 
made the trek there with her friend and his 
Lancaster.  Her is her story as she told it to Alex in 
an email. 
 
Alex, 
  
          Yes, we made it to NEAT, but it was a bit 
more of an adventure than we had expected. 
 
           We arrived in Binghamton on Thursday and 
went out to the Peaceful Valley field in 
Shinhopple in early evening to get a space near the 
flight line and set up the display of the Lancaster. 
We had pulled her there in a small trailer behind 
the van. We came back on Friday morning and 
stayed a few hours as the rain began. Ivan had 
arrived. In mid afternoon we packed the plane in 
the trailer, locked her up, and unhitched her, 
leaving her, along with about twenty others, in the 
field.  
 
          Saturday dawned with the rain still coming 
down, but we headed out to the field again, hoping 
it would clear. About twenty miles out of town, we 
were greeted by flashing red lights and State 
Troopers blocking the highway.  They told us that 
Rte. 17 was flooded and impassible and we turned 
back to try and find a way around.  No such luck.  
The two roads we might have used to go around, 
268 and 206, were both flooded too.  Back to 
Binghamton. The State Police line was on 

permanent busy so I tried calling Peaceful Valley. 
The gal who answered assured us that the trailers 
were safe in the fields. We relaxed and decided on 
a movie. Saturday morning we tried again and this 
time got through, watching the Delaware surge by, 
many feet over her banks, along the way. We 
pulled in and saw the flight line, where about 
twenty tent tops had stood the day before, and 
saw torn remnants of tops and wreckage all over 
the field, but no trailers. As we walked down the 
line we spotted one lone tent still miraculously 
intact. It was ours. The very heavy metal display 
table that had stood beneath, had washed away. 
Our hearts sank as we thought of the eight months 
of work that we assumed had gone down the river. 
As we walked back to the line, one of the workers 
pointed to a rise behind some buildings and told us 
that they had been able to get the trailers to higher 
ground. Apparently the troopers had come by, late 
on Friday morning, and told them that they had 
about ten minutes to get the trailers out, because 
they expected the damn to go at any minute. 
Miraculously, the staff and those pilots who had 
been camped out with their gear, had managed to 
pull all of them out in time. Bless them all. There 
was the little blue trailer, all in one piece, and the 
Lancaster safe and sound. NEAT had been 
canceled on Saturday and Sunday. 

            We were very lucky through this, but many 
people who live near the riverbank had their 
homes and, in some cases, their business all but 
destroyed. The area around Binghamton was hard 
hit. Long time residents said nothing as severe as 
this had happened in the last fifty years.  
 
 Doris 
 
Doris, thanks for sharing this with the club.   
  
Eagle 2 Trainer  – Ending the Saga…    
by Alexander Szemere 
 
For some, there is no mystery any more, you know 
the story.  For the rest… here we go! 
 
As the Eagle 2 was agitated by gusty winds, 
resting on top of one of the tallest trees across the 
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Edison Flying Field, a decision had to be made. 
Either embark on a full recovery operation or 
abandon the seemingly impossible task of rescue. 
Let the trainer remain in r/c heaven or purgatory, 
whichever theological belief applies.  
 
I made an executive r/c pilot decision… full 
throttle ahead to attempt retrieval.  One big 
problem! I had nothing to back it up with. No 
rope, nothing heavy to tie to the end of it, no 
ladder, and no data for risk assessment. What I did 
have was plenty of emotional support and some 
rudimentary advice on how to proceed.   
 
We were standing there, looking up as if a miracle 
was going to happen. Our necks were locked into 
maximum extension, muscles tightening up, all of 
us needing chiropractic cervical spinal 
adjustments. As the seconds were ticking, this 
hopeless situation grew worse. There was only one 
favorable angle to all this. The weather forecast 
was clear of any chance of rain.   
 
I had to act on my hasty, but nevertheless 
executive decision… so I did. I asked my fellow 
r/c-ers to stand guard and not to let anyone disturb 
this dangerously delicate situation. One way or 
another, not knowing how, I was determined to get 
the Eagle 2 back.  
 
I left the field, went home, picked up a 12’  ladder. 
On my way back to the field, I made a detour to 
Home Depot to buy a package of 100’  rope. As I 
was returning to the field, I wondered how this 
recovery would be accomplished. The plane was 
waaaaaaay… up there, unreachable.  
 
All the guys were diligently guarding the scene of 
the accident, making sure that evidence of this 
mishap was not tampered with. And then, for 
about one hour, we attempted to throw the rope 
around the plane to pull it down. A metric 
expandable wrench was secured at the end of the 
rope. Numerous attempts were made to lasso the 
trainer to no avail. We didn’ t even come close, 
missing it by several feet every time.  
 

Willy, a member of the Central Jersey R/C Club, 
arrived and offered his help. He was about to 
climb all the way up there, tying the rope around 
the tail and lowering it to the ground was the 
solution. Those were the plans…and guess what?  
They were executed! 
 
Last flying season, I helped him recover his giant 
scale that went in where many planes have 
perished. He said… this was payback. We all 
cheered, and I thanked him profusely. 
 
The Club Trainer sustained minor covering 
damages. I repaired them and it’s back, ready for 
many more demo and training flights…   until the 
next mistake.  
Alex 
 
 Boy Scout Meeting 
 
As Norm mentioned above, a few of the members 
visited Boy Scout Troop 54, which is based in 
Jamesburg, NJ.  
 
Bill Keller, Rich Dvorin, Alex Szemere, and Norm 
Berger spoke at the troop’s November meeting 
night.  Our members gave a brief overview of the 
hobby and showed a few of the models and their 
functions.   
 

 
Here is Bill Keller explaining the radio and how it 
links to the plane. 
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This is Alex talking about the benefits of a hobby, 
especially modeling.   
 

 
Here’s Rich answering the questions of two 
curious scouts about his El Bandito.  
 

 
This is Norm explaining some of the features of 
his Spitfire. 
 

 
 
A few days later some of the scouts, parents, and 
scout leaders join a few of our members for a little 
hands-on experience with out Trainer.  (Yep, Alex 
repaired it in time.)  There were even a few 
Central Jersey members on hand to lend support. 
 

 
Alex is getting ready to get the flying started. 
 
Although the weather wasn’ t the greatest and the 
field was soggy and muddy from a heavy rain the 
day before, everyone had a great time.  It looks as 
if this is the start of something good. 
 
To see the rest of the pictures go t oour web site at 
www.tricountyrc.com and click on the “Club 
Gallery”  tab. 
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Speaking of the Web Site 
 
You should swing over and check out our changed 
web site.  Norm has been making improvements 
and upgrades.  Nice going, Norm. 
 
Support Battery 
 
As most of you know, I have been flying electric 
planes of some sort for about ten years.  Most of 
my planes are speed 400 powered or smaller.  
Because of that I have been using a portable power 
source to recharge the model batteries between 
flights.  I have also been using it to spin my 
Sullivan starter when I decide to fly the “wet 
ones.”  
 
My power source of choice for the last four or 
more years (I should remember to record the 
purchase date!) has been something called a 
“Jump Start.”   This is the battery on the left in the 
picture.  This is a sealed lead acid battery package 
intended for use in emergencies for starting a car 
with a dead battery. 

 
The Jump Start uses a 17amp-hour sealed lead-
acid battery and has 3-foot cables attached directly 
to the battery.  These cables have large alligator 
clips on the end for attaching to a car battery.  
Additionally there is a small bulb and switch so 
you can see what you are doing in the dark.  There 
is also a 10 amp fused and switched accessory 
socket (P.C. version of a cigar lighter.)  The front 
panel also has 3 colored LED’s to tell the state of 
the charge.  The battery is charged through a 12 
volt, 700 mah wall wart. The whole thing weights 
16 pounds. I paid $29  
 

Well, during a “senior moment” , or was that a 
“senior day,”  I managed to leave a flight battery on 
charge through my FMA charger.  Well, the Jump 
Start battery was sucked “dry.”   Now it won’ t take 
a charge, so I had to look for another battery. 
 
Well, now there are a lot of choices and a lot more 
features and claims for the batteries.  What it boils 
down to is that marketing types, as usual, got 
involved and started adding bells and whistles: 
things like detachable florescent lamps with long 
cords, low-pressure air pumps, air compressors for 
flats, inverters to run TV’s and radios, and 
anything else you can think of to add bulk and 
cost.  Speaking of cost, they range for $39 to $99 
and then jump up to $130 to $150. 
 
The specs run the gamut for “cold crank amps, 
starting amps, starting reserve amps, and other 
useless marketing terms.  Bottom line, the devices 
come in two sizes 16 or 17 AH batteries and 34 
AH batteries. 
 
In my shopping experience, you cannot find a 
basic package anymore, unless you purchase on 
line, and then you pay shipping charges.  And 
these things go fast.  I’m not sure why so many of 
these batteries are sold, but when I bought mine, 
there was a whole pallet of them available.  Less 
than a week later there were only two on the shelf. 
 
What I ended up with was an “AC Delco”  (the 
battery on the right) made in Canada by the same 
people who made the “Jump Start.”   With the 
rebate, I paid $49 plus tax.  It has a 17 AH battery, 
air pump, compressor, removable lamp, and the 
only feature I feel is worth it: a switch to turn off 
the power to the jumper cables.  The AC Delco 
weights a little over 18 pounds. 
 
Oh, they do start cars with dead batteries – had to 
do it once! 
 
If I ever get up into the big power requirements, 
like motors that require 50 amps or so, I would go 
with a gel cell auto battery such as a OPTIMA® 
 RedTop. 
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Interesting pictures. 
 
Here are a few interesting pictures I received via 
email. 
 
Alex forwarded the following notes and three 
pictures.  All I can say is WOW! 
 
“The importance of landing on centreline cannot 
be underestimated. 
Who needs a 150' or 200' wide strip?  Actual shots 
are from a fairly impressive landing operation. 
 

 
One of SAA's first B-747s is retiring to Rand 
Airport, South Africa ( Airport elevation is 5568 
feet with 4898 long x 50 feet wide runway!)   
 

 
An inch is as good as a mile.  Nice work.. 
The 747-100 outer-to-outer main gear tire width is 
41.33 ft.  
Empty aircraft Vref was 115 kts!  

 
Right on the center line.�
 

 
 
Norm sent this picture of a British Tornado as it 
pulled up from a display pass. 
 

 
This is a Russian chopper that was repainted by 
our boys in Afganastan. 
 
Have a safe and happy holiday season. 
John 
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