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Apr il Building Contest by Jim and Pat Creed 

 
Well, this is it.  You have only a few more days to 
finish (or in some cases, start) your winter project.  
You can go now and finish your project and read 
the newsletter later.  I won’ t be offended, really.   
 
Please fill out and bring the “Model of the Month”  
form that was published in the February issue.  
There will be forms available at the meeting.  The 
rules were posted in February’s newsletter.   

 
Dues 
 
Our Treasurer, George Vetricin, is still collecting 
dues for the 2005 year.  If you have already paid, 
thank you.  If you haven’ t paid yet, please do.  
Checks should be made out to “Tri-County R/C 
Club.”  
 
Make sure you br ing your  2005 AMA 
Membership Card to show George. 
 
If you mail in your renewal, send George a copy of 
your AMA card.   

On the Mend  
 
Recently, long –time member Bob Mackey had a 
stint in the hospital with a bout of appendicitis.  
He is now recovering at home under the care of his 
lovely wife, Joyce.  We wish him a speedy 
recovery. 
 
Auction 
 
The club has decided to table the annual auction 
for at least this year.   
 
From The Leader of Your  Pack! 
 
If you recall, we voted to provide funds for an 
electric to be sent to Army folks in Iraq. 
 
I heard from Mike Forbes, who is the one who 
brought us this idea, and have put together a few 
things to donate to the cause as well.  I would 
suggest that our membership do the same and see 
if we can accumulate a few goodies for the boys in 
the service. 
 
This is an excellent idea, which I wholeheartedly 
endorse and support.  If we can give some pleasure 
to our troops who are in harms way for our safety, 
then I’m doing it! 
 

Coming Events 
April 28 Club Meeting, Building 

Contest. 8:00 p.m. 
  
May 26 Club Meeting 8:00 p.m. 
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I communicated Mikes’  idea, giving credit where 
credit is due, and wrote a small article for AMA 
District II VP Dave Mathewson, and he will 
mention it in an upcoming column. 
 
Perhaps we can do more on this subject – i.e. 
asking the other local clubs if they are interested in 
joining in the effort as well! 
 
Mike has brought us an excellent thing for the club 
to be engaged with, and we should help to support 
this idea. 
-- 
At this month’s meeting we will have the annual 
building contest, where members bring their latest 
creations to show them off. Jim and Pat Creed run 
the activity, and we hope you will bring something 
this year. 
 
Imagine the problem we could have if everyone 
brought just one airplane!  We are ready for the 
problem – bring ‘em on!  You could win a year 
free dues! 
-- 
Finally, we had two good weekends in a row (I am 
writing this on 17, April,) 
The season is upon us again; I just hope every 
weekend brings us good flying weather like this! 
 
I had my first day out.  I took 3 aircraft, and I 
literally spent the day breaking in engines and 
fiddling with different issues that I did not see 
before I tried to make my aircraft flight ready. 
 
I needed to break in two Thunder Tiger 25’s that I 
bought to go into a twin. In this case I picked up a 
new Twin Star at Lebanon and assembled it in 
about two weeks time.  I got the break in done but 
ran myself out of batteries doing it. I do have a 
field charger and, of course, it does me no good at 
home. 
 
Then I have a new Giles 202 powered by an ST51.  
This is an ARF I obtained on close out from 
Hobby Lobby about a year ago for $99.  It started 
with having problems with the aileron throws – I 
could get the surfaces to move up and down like 
flaps/spoilers or move like ailerons; however they 

were reversed.  Of course, I could not get them 
going in the right direction!  I am sure I tested 
everything months ago and had no idea what was 
wrong and was without the patience to deal with 
this issue. 
 
So then I took out my Top Flight Spitfire, which I 
flew last year at season end.  Well, this one gave 
me a problem with the overflow fuel line falling 
off.  I borrowed longer forceps because mine were 
just too short and got the line in place, only to 
have it fall off when I tried to fuel this one up.  
 
All I can say is the first day of the season was a 
beautiful day; I got a nice amount of sun, but did 
not fly this day.  Oh, yes, I need to bring a hat and 
my field charger next time too.  Those of us with 
thinning hair can’ t be out without a hat anymore.  I 
don’ t use the word bald when referring to myself 
and I try not to look either! 
 
I was out of the counrty on business all the next 
week and returned on Saturday. 
 
Needless to say, anything needing setup was not 
attended to until Sunday early AM.  Thank 
goodness for my new charger that does the job in 
no time because I fell asleep Saturday afternoon a 
few hours after I got home. 
 
On the second weekend things went a little better.  
I got to fly the Twin Star.  The airplane is a 
pussycat, and I would highly recommend it to 
anyone who has interest in something a little 
different.  It does take some work to set up the 
engines properly and get them in unison.  Thanks 
to one of my friends in the WWFC we got it done.  
When those engines are in sync, they just hum a 
beautiful tune. 
 
The Giles is still not flown as I am now having a 
fuel feed problem and a lack of patience to address 
it so far.  The Spitfire was also a source of 
frustration as it spit the prop (no pun intended!) 
and I then promptly lost one of the spinner screws! 
 
Did I tell you I left the switch on in the Giles when 
I left home – and while I remembered a hat for my 
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head I still have not positioned the field charger to 
take care of such things. 
 
The season is young, and I hope to get into the 
swing of it. 
 
Regards/Norm 
 
The Keyboard: Slow Sticks Over  
Baghdad by Mike Forbes 

 
At the March meeting I mentioned that I would be 
sending one of my spare planes and some radio 
gear to Iraq so the soldiers would have something 
to do on their day off.  I was very happy with the 
response, especially when the club voted 
unanimously to pony up a $100 to buy some new 
gear. The order was placed, and now they have 
two new planes and some batteries to look forward 
to. I must thank GWS-online for generously filling 
up my online shopping cart at or below cost to 
help our efforts. Remember them the next time 
you go to place an order! 
 
 Today I received word that some of these planes 
will be taking on a more active role in the war.  
Here’s a quote from SSG Laine Stahr of the 2/2 
HET: 
“Got some new info today...  I spoke to the EOD 
guys last week. Turns out, they use Traxxas E-
Maxx's to blow up the IEDs on the roadside 
sometimes.  Poor E Maxx. The good news is, this 
keeps me and my boys/girls, and hundreds of other 
soldiers safe.  Anyway, their Commander stopped 
by my "house" today.  I had planned on fixing 
their Emaxxs that don’ t work.  Now, it appears I 
will be equipping the Slow Stick that TCRC sent, 
when it gets here, with one of their cameras. This 
will then be used to get airborne, real time video 
of the bad guys handy work prior to blowing them 
up.  None of our guys know how to fly yet, but if 
this works as well as it should, I will be flying it 
for them a few times until I get one or more of 
them good at flying.  
 
I figure the SS is the best choice for this, due to its 
low cost, and since it is easy to fly and slow. If it 

gets blown up, well, they can replace it fairly 
cheaply.  A helicopter would be better for doing 
this, but I didn’ t bring my Century Hummingbird 
and I’m not sure if it could handle their little 
camera or not.  Plus, it would take longer to get 
one of them trained on flying a heli. 
 
So, now, not only have ALL OF YOU made my 
buddies and my time over here much more 
enjoyable, now you will be able to say that you 
have saved lives over here. So, I’m sure I speak for 
all the soldiers who drive up and down the roads 
in this area of Iraq, when I say THANK YOU 
ALL!!!”   
 

March's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 

 

 
 
Our mystery ship last month was the popular 
Russian Yak-9, manufactured by the Yakovlev 
folks.  The “ -9”  was a development of the 
experimental Yak-7DI, having a revised rudder 
and wooden wings with metal spars.  The model 
went into production in the summer of 1942 and 
also featured a retractable tail wheel for reduced 
drag.  Later models used aluminum ribs and a 
1240 hp engine.  Ground support roles dictated 
that several armament types were used, from 
machine guns to anti-tank cannons.  The later “ -
9U” model used a bigger wing, and more grunt 
(1650 hp).  Production stopped with the end of 
WWII with 16,769 units built, with many variants 
including a bomber version, and even a high-
altitude version used against German bombers.  
The long-range “ -9DD” was used to escort US air 
Force bombers flying missions against Romanian 
oil fields.  Russia used, as usual, one basic design 
for a variety of successful uses.   
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Some of the above data taken from the 
Encyclopedia of World Aircraft 
......Bill Keller.  
 
This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month is by a well-known 
US manufacturer, and was exceptionally well 
suited for maritime reconnaissance work prior to 
and throughout WWII. Whatzit?? 
 

Flight Instruction... by Alex Szemere 
  
In case you have forgotten, flight instruction has 
resumed every Tuesday since the change to 
Daylight Savings Time.  
  
We meet at the Edison Field around 5:00 p.m. and 
are able to have two hours of instruction. Some 
Tuesdays, I am able to get there a little earlier.  I 
will let the participants know ahead of time so we 
can have and extra hour or two.  
  
If you have any questions, please call my cell 
phone 732.816.1810 - Very shortly, we are 
expecting to have our very first solo pilot this 
year... Details at the meeting.  
  
  

Library...  
 
The books and videotapes, along with some 
DVD©s, will be available at the next meeting.  All 
members are welcome to borrow from our Library.  
Items may be held for one month.  
  
The Library list is posted on our website.  It will 
be updated shortly. 
 

For Sale 
Kangke Super Kraft ARF Extra 300/40 is for sale 
at $65.00 

 

Monocoupe Super Kraft 90A 76-inch wingspan. 
$195.00 
Both are planes I have been flying and are less 
engines, servos and radios.  If any one is 
interested, we can arrange for you to see them. 
I can be reached at 973-334-8842 
Do not call between April 28 and May 5 as I will 
be at the Top Gun in Florida. 
Joe Redan  njrcflyer@aol.com 
============================ 
 Hog bipe- plane only -$150.00 

  
Charlie  Parinello 
Charlie’s email is       o32ford@optonline.net 
============================ 
Circus Hobby 
North American AT-6 Texas Kit 
Wingspan 72”  Engine 90 two cycle 120 4 cycle  
$75.00 
  
Sig 
Space walker 2 1/4 Scale Kit 
Wingspan 84" 
Engine 90 - 120 2 cycle 120 - 160 4 cycle $90.00 
 
Ace 
Sporty Ace Bipe Kit 
Wingspan 47" 
Engine   19 - 45 2 cycle $15.00 
  
Great Plane 
Profile P-38 Twin Kit 
Wingspan 60" 
Engine 19 - 25 2 cycle $45.00 
  
Ace 
Cloud Dancer 
Wingspan 60" 
Engine 40 - 53 2 cycle $45.00 
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Call Charles Skowronski 732-821-6174 or Email 
Ctuna51@aol.com 

�
�
Charlie Skowronski’s wife Linda has Hand 
Painted Pilots for Sale.   
Linda uses a new technique of layering the paint 
for a realistic look.  Prices range from $5.00 for a 
1/12 scale pilot to $25.00 for a ¼ scale figure. 
 
Call Linda at 732-821-6174 or email her at 
� � � � � � � 	 � 
 ��
 
 �  
  

Non Club Events  
 
16th Jumbo Jamboree, Warren Kruse Field, 
Immlaystown, NJ.  May 28 and 29th the Mercer 
RC Club is sponsoring a giant scale fly-in.  
Proceeds go to help children of the Sunshine 
Foundation. 
 
Big Apple Jet Rally, June 25 and 26.  Floyd 
Bennett Field, Brooklyn, NY.  Exit 11S on the 
Belt Parkway. 
 
Reno Style Races.  There will be a championship 
air race at Tunica, Mississippi June 2 to June 5th.  
The event will be held at the Tunica Municipal 
Airport.  Formula One, T-6, and Unlimited will 
race for trophies and prizes.  For more information 
visit www.tunicaairraces.com  
By the way, this is a full-scale event.  
 
Warbirds over Delaware.  July 8 and 9.  Lums 
Pond State Park. 
 
Canceled KISS event.   
 
From Joe Beshar via Leon Schulman and Alex 
Szemere. 

“ I have bad news; the Rockland RC Club canceled 
the May 15th KISS event.”  
 
March Drawings 
 
Our “50-50”  was split three ways by Ron 
Mieszkowski, Joe Forte (continuing a tradition), 
and Doris McGrath. 
 
Bill Binder won the gallon of fuel. 
 
Prospective Members 
 
We welcomed to our March meeting two East 
Brunswick residents that are interested in joining 
our club and learning to fly.  They are: 
 
Joe Forte – joewhwb@aol.com 
And 
Bob Krutzel – bobk415@aol.com 
 
From the March 2005 National Newsletter and 
from the Valley City RC Club newsletter, Parma 
Heights OH 
Carl Koehn, editor 

 
That’s all for this month.   See you at the meeting.  
And bring a plane. 
John 
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