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Annual Building Contest Results by Pat 
Creed 
 
First I would like to thank everyone who entered 
this year's contest.  We had a total of 8 planes 
entered into the three categories – ARF, Sport, and 
Scale - in the contest.   

In the ARF division Norm Berger entered two 
planes.  The first was his Giles 252.  The plane is 
powered by a Super Tigre 51 and is guided with a 
JR radio.  Norm’s second plane was a Super 
Chipmunk and is powered with a Super Tigre 51.  
John Donnelly had his Great Planes electric 
powered “Electri Fly J3 Cub.”  

Mike Forbs was the only entrant in the sport 
division.  Mike built a Tower Hobbies Uproar. The 
plane is covered with white and transparent green 
MonoKote, and is powered with an OS 35 engine.  

The scale class had four entries.  Louis Stumpf 
built an Extra 325.  He covered the plane with 
MonoKote, and it is powered with OS 25.  Mike 
Forbes built an electric powered Pitts Oracle bi-
plane.  Irwin Keshner built a MEWS J3 Cub.  
Irwin used 21st Century covering and an OS 52  4 
stroke for power.  The winner was Jason English, 
with a Great Planes F4U Corsair. Jason’s plane is 
covered in Top Flite MonoKote and is powered 
with an OS 4 stroke engine.   

The winner gets a $25 credit towards next year’s 
dues. 
 
Pictures of the models and owners are at the end of 
the newsletter.  For color views and better details 
visit our web site www.Tricountyrc.com  
 
Patrick Creed 
 
County Field Permits Are Available. 
By George Vetrecin 
 
The Middlesex Count Park Officials have 2005 
Edison Field permits available for club members 
to purchase.  Cost is $12.00 for Middlesex County 
residents and $24.00 for all others. 
 
The park is requesting that we make our purchase 
of permits in mass through our secretary, George 
Vetrecin  
 

Coming Events 
May 26 Club Meeting 8:00 p.m. 
May 28, 29 16th Jumbo Jamboree, 

Warren Kruse Field 
June 25, 26 Big Apple Jet Rally, Floyd 

Bennett Field 
June 30 Club Meeting 8:00 p.m. 
July 8, 9 Warbirds over Delaware 
July 17 RC Baseball Clinic and 

Picnic.  Edison Field.  12 
Noon. 



 

The Fly Paper Volume 27 Number 5 Page 2 of 10  May, 2005 

We would like to do this as soon as possible.  
Please bring your cash or a check made out to “Tri 
County R/C Club”  to the meeting Thursday.  If 
you cannot make the meeting, you can mail a 
check to George at: 
 
341 North Main Street 
Milltown, NJ 08850 
 
Fuel Offer   
 
Rich Dvorin has passed on some information 
about joining in with the Jersey Coast Sport Fliers 
to purchase fuel from PowerMaster Fuels.  If the 
combined order equals or exceeds 240 gallons 
shipping may be free as it has been in the past. 
 
30% Heli = $ 16.59 a gallon 
  
4 Stroke Full Synthetic = $ 11.18 a gallon 
  
10% 2 Stroke = $ 9.79 a gallon 
  
15% 2 Stroke = $ 11.18 a gallon 
  
Check out the link below for the fuel types. 
http://www.wildcatfuels.com/products.htm 
  
Here is how some of the shipping costs break 
down. 
  
4 - 12 Cases cost $72.00 to ship. We currently have 5 
cases(20 gallons) ready to order, costing $3.60 a gallon for 
shipping.  
  
Adding 4 more gallons to order would drop shipping to 
$3.00 a gallon. 
  
The more we order, the cheaper shipping gets. 
Per Rich: 
There are no confirmed prices yet because the 
price breaks are based on the number of gallons 
purchased. If a total of 240 or more gallons of fuel 
are bought, then there will be no shipping charges, 
and then the prices would be lower.  As of right 
now, the total gallons are being figured. 
  
Before an order is placed, the fuel will have to be 
paid for, there is no credit.  We would charge the 
higher price and then if we get what we need, 

Jersey Coast will mail out refund checks to every 
person that buys fuel. 
 
There will be more information available at the 
meeting.  Or you can contact Rich at 
rcstingray@comcast.net  
 
From The Leader of Your  Pack! 
 
First of all thanks to all of you that participated in 
the Building Contest last month. I think we had a 
pretty respectable showing. Thanks also to the 
brothers Creed, Jim and Pat, for once again 
organizing this annual event. 
 
If those of you that did not participate this year get 
started right now, maybe, just maybe, you can 
have a new bird ready for next year! 
 
While the weather has begun to improve, I have 
just been unable to get my act together and did not 
fly in the last month! I always have the best of 
intentions, and then the LaZboy is there and 
always wins. Between everything going on for me 
right now I have kind of been trying to slow it 
down a bit on the weekends. I have not lost any 
interest – just realizing that I can’ t do everything 
all at once. 
 
I was reading the back of MAN and kept coming 
across ads for Arizona AutoGyro Company (I 
guess it should be autogiro, but they say autogyro) 
and it always is something that is interesting since 
I like ‘different’  airplanes. So after some deep 
thought and a discussion with them on the phone, I 
bought their Pitcairn  1935 PA-22 Cabin 
AutoGyro which is a 2-D model. 2-D is a nice new 
way to say profile for you older ones out there. 
 
The guy on the phone strongly recommended 
carefully following the set up instructions and then 
making sure to call him BEFORE I try to fly it. 
 
You have to realize there are NO WINGS and the 
rotor blades are the only lifting surface. The idea is 
the rotor auto-rotates and provides the lift. When 
the engine that is a tractor setup stops - you ‘ just 
auto rotate.’  We will see how this all pans out! 
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I picked this one because it requires less building 
vs. the others they offer. They recommend some of 
their others for beginners with the autogyro, but I 
did not want to have another long term building 
assignment since my Skylane is still not finished! 
 
The kit arrived on Friday night and is more 
building than I was really looking for, but the 
premise is fascinating, and I am looking to clear 
space on my building table. 
 
Last month I told you I had no patience to fix a 
fuel problem, above I told you I have been 
slacking off, and now I go out and buy an autogyro 
– there is something not right with me, and I hope 
you will visit me in the home next to John 
Donnelly who tells me he is ready to go with me, 
except he is not sure he knows me anymore! 
 
Elsewhere in the newsletter we have connection 
via Rich Dvorin to obtain fuel from PowerMaster 
in combination with JCSF Club. If you are 
interested and will commit, we need you to tell us 
at this month’s meeting – next month is too late! If 
we can get to 240 gallons total (all parties), then 
shipping is free and prices are pretty good.  
 
I also heard from Mike Forbes, and he is busy 
pursing the connection with our forces in the 
IRAQ region. This month’s model aviation carries 
District II mention of it, and Mike has already 
submitted an overview with pictures to Dave 
Mathewson, District II VP for future publication. 
 
If you have some electric aircraft equipment or 
models you are tired of and would like to donate, 
catch up with Mike who can be reached at 
vanning@aol.com. 
 
What Mike is doing is really a Good Thing! 
 
Enough talk – weather is good; go fly a model 
airplane! 
 
Regards/Norm 
The Keyboard: by Mike Forbes 

 

Rebir th Of the Big Buff 
 

Last year a young man by the name of Gordon 
Nichols crashed one of the most spectacular RC 
aircraft ever built. The 23’ -3”  wingspan, 300 lb, 
B-52. She was less than a year old.  Though no 
cost to the plane was ever publically stated, I’ve 
seen many guesses in the $50k US dollar range.  
Her construction, highlighted by 8 Wren turbine 
engines, great scale details and a truckload of 
failsafe electronics, was otherwise not 
unusual….just enormous.  

 
I recall reading about it when it first debuted and 
sending the link to my wife with a “What I want 
for Christmas”  header.  Just a few months later at 
the BMFA Nationals the plane met its demise – 
not in the in the actual airfield, but in the backyard 
of the neighboring house.  The home video made 
the Internet the very next day. 

 
Britain’s Large Model Association held an official 
enquiry, revealing what modelers around the world 
didn’ t want to hear.  Dumb Thumbs: 

 
“ In a full and frank report the pilot stated that, 
partly due to distractions on the flight-line but 
principally as a result of an "incorrect input" 
due to disorientation, the model was over 
banked and crashed…” 
 

Much like Mr. Nichols’  model, the full scale B-52 
does not use regular ailerons, but instead a system 
of spoilers, which lose effectiveness when banked 
too far.  In 1994 a full scale B-52 – known as 
Czar-52 - crashed at Fairchild Air Force Base just 
prior to an air show. The pilot, well known as a 
hotshot and rule breaker, killed himself and his 
three crewmen in a crash that has an eerie 
similarity to Mr. Nichols crash.  The difference, 
aside from the tragic loss of life, was that Mr. 
Nichols didn’ t intentionally over-bank the plane.  
For more info on the crash of the Czar-52, go here: 
http://s92270093.onlinehome.us/CRM-
Devel/resources/paper/darkblue/darkblue.htm  
 
From the title of the column you already know that 
Mr. Nichols is having another go at it.  The 
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turbines have been rebuilt and tested and the 
airframe construction is well under way.  Photos 
and information are available at 
http://www.gordon-nichols.com/  However, the 
site is still under construction, so navigating 
around isn’ t as easy as it could be.  I guess there 
are two morals to the story.  1: next time you 
crash, remind yourself that it could have been 
worse; and 2: Get back in that saddle and build 
another one! 

 
 

Author’s notes: The planes and accessories purchased 
by TCRC have finally arrived in Mosul after being 
inadvertently shipped to Sgt Stahr’s previous address 
in Baghdad. Construction has begun, but not completed 
yet due to their ‘other priorities’ . Hopefully we can get 
pictures soon. The planes donated at the April Meeting 
have not yet arrived. 

The Pitts I brought to the Builders contest has 
flown! Its characteristics are wonderful, wicked snaps, 
super stable, and slows to a moderate jogging pace for 
landing. 
 
This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month comes from Europe.  
The specific country was led by one who did not 
fully foresee the need for a 4-engined long-range 
aircraft. However, their air force's chief of staff did 
authorize three prototypes to be built in 1935. We 
believe this photo is of the only one of the three 
prototypes to survive and fly. Whatzit? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apr il's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 

 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was the popular 
Lockheed PV-1 "Ventura." Lockheed's success 
with the earlier "Hudson" in RAF service led to 
the development of the larger Lockheed 18 
"Lodestar" and the following "37." In 1940 a total 
of 675 units were contracted again for the RAF, 
which named this version "Ventura." Compared to 
Hudson, Ventura had better armament, heavier 
bomb load and obviously more power. These 
went into British service in November 1942. 
Additional numbers were supplied across the pond 
under the famous "lend-lease" program and also 
built for the US Navy and US Army Air Force 
who designated it "PV-1 Ventura." A similar 
design was named "Harpoon." Production models 
of both these designs totaled 3,028 units. 
Construction continued after WWII that supplied 
these reliable mini-bombers to Japan, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, and Peru. The USA used 
them in coastal observation well into the fifties, 
equipped with a .50 caliber dorsal turret and a 
bomb bay.  
 
Some of the above data taken from the 
Encyclopedia of World Aircraft 
......Bill Keller.  
 
Flight Instruction... by Alex Szemere 
  
Flight instruction is every Tuesday.  
We meet at the Edison Field around 5:00 p.m. and 
are able to have two hours of instruction.  Some 
Tuesdays, I am able to get there a little earlier.  I 
will let the participants know ahead of time so we 
can have and extra hour or two.  
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Seen here is Doris on a recent Tuesday night 
beaming after another successful flight with her 
Easy Star electric. 
 
If you have any questions, please call my cell 
phone 732.816.1810.  
  

Library...  
 
The books and videotapes, along with some 
DVD's, will be available at the next meeting.  All 
members are welcome to borrow from our Library.  
Items may be held for one month.  
  
The Library list is posted on our website.  It will be 
updated shortly. 
 

For Sale 
============================ 
 Hog bipe- plane only -$150.00 

  
Charlie  Parinello 
Charlie’s email is       o32ford@optonline.net 
============================ 
Circus Hobby 
North American AT-6 Texas Kit 
Wingspan 72”  Engine 90 two cycle 120 4 cycle  
$75.00 

  
Sig 
Space walker 2 1/4 Scale Kit 
Wingspan 84" 
Engine 90 - 120 2 cycle 120 - 160 4 cycle $90.00 
 
Ace 
Sporty Ace Bipe Kit 
Wingspan 47" 
Engine   19 - 45 2 cycle $15.00 
  
Great Plane 
Profile P-38 Twin Kit 
Wingspan 60" 
Engine 19 - 25 2 cycle $45.00 
  
Ace 
Cloud Dancer 
Wingspan 60" 
Engine 40 - 53 2 cycle $45.00 
  
Call Charles Skowronski 732-821-6174 or Email 
Ctuna51@aol.com 

�
�
Charlie Skowronski’s wife Linda has Hand 
Painted Pilots for Sale.   
Linda uses a new technique of layering the paint 
for a realistic look.  Prices range from $5.00 for a 
1/12 scale pilot to $25.00 for a �  scale figure. 
 
Call Linda at 732-821-6174 or email her at 
� � � � � � � 	 � 
 ��
 
 �  
  

Non Club Events  
 
16th Jumbo Jamboree, Warren Kruse Field, 
Immlaystown, NJ.  May 28 and 29th the Mercer 
RC Club is sponsoring a giant scale fly-in.  
Proceeds go to help children of the Sunshine 
Foundation. 
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Big Apple Jet Rally, June 25 and 26.  Floyd 
Bennett Field, Brooklyn, NY.  Exit 11S on the Belt 
Parkway. 
 
Reno Style Races.  There will be a championship 
air race at Tunica, Mississippi June 2 to June 5th.  
The event will be held at the Tunica Municipal 
Airport.  Formula One, T-6, and Unlimited will 
race for trophies and prizes.  For more information 
visit www.tunicaairraces.com  
By the way, this is a full-scale event.  
 
Warbirds over Delaware.  July 8 and 9.  Lums 
Pond State Park. 
 
3D Fun Fly hosted by the Jersey Coast RC Club.  
Saturday, July 23.  Allaire State Park, Wall 
township.  For more information go to  their web 
site at www.jerseycoastrcclub.com and click on the 
yellow box. 
 
Apr il Drawings 
 
Our “50-50”  was split three ways by Jason 
English, Bill Bender, and John Donnelly 
 
John Bodnar won the gallon of fuel. 
 
Photos from the Building contest 
 

 
Pat Creed taking notes during the show and tell 
portion of the building contest. 
 

 
Irwin Keshner and his J3. 
 

 
Louis Stumpf and the OS 25 powered Extra 325. 
 

 
Mike Forbes and his electric Sean Tucker Pitts. 
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Jason English and his winning Top Flite Corsair. 
 

 
Mike again with his Tower Uproar. 
 

 
Norm and a ARF Giles 252. 
 

 
Norm’s ARF Chipmunk. 
 

 
John Donnelly with his electric Cub. 
 

 
Charlie Bissette talks about his latest project.  It’s 
a stealth trainer under a cloaking device for 
enhanced security. 
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How to Prevent Crooked Takeoffs by 

Ron Scott  from the Simi Valley Flyers, Simi Valley 
CA  
Alan Hoff, editor  
 
This article appeared in the May 2005 issue of the 
AMA National Newsletter. 
�

In airplanes with tricycle landing gears it’s fairly 
easy to control the straightness of take off with the 
front wheel and rudder. During takeoff, you guide 
the airplane with the front wheel down the runway 
until the speed gets to about 10-20 mph, and then  
the rudder takes over and guides the airplane the 
rest of the way—hopefully straight down the 
runway to a smooth takeoff. Other factors that 
affect takeoffs are obviously the pilot, wind 
direction, and model dynamics.  

Toe-in is when the front wheels are slightly angled 
inward. Typically 1 or 2° of toe-in will do the 
trick. 

Tail-dragger airplanes are slightly different 
animals and require a little toe-in in order to guide 
the airplane down the runway as straight as 
possible during takeoff and landing. Front wheel 
toe-in plays a very important role, much more so 
than in an airplane with tricycle landing gear. 

An airplane with tricycle gear’s center of gravity 
(CG) is in front of the main gear. This helps 
straighten out an airplane that has developed a yaw 
angle between where it is pointed and where it is 
actually going.  

A tail dragger’s CG is behind the main gear, and a 
slight yaw angle is not automatically corrected but 
is made worse and can result in ground looping. 

Toe-in of the wheels can help both types of 
airplane. A model rolling straight ahead has equal 
drag from each of the wheels. When the airplane 
takes an unwanted turn to the left, the drag from 
the left wheel is reduced to near zero, while the 
drag at the right wheel increases. The net effect is 
an unbalanced drag on the wheels. This exerts a 
retarding force and tends to turn the airplane back 

to the desired direction. This wouldn’ t happen 
without toe-in. 
A slight toe-in on float models also works well for 
maintaining a straight takeoff into the wind. The most 
important thing I’ve learned about float flying is to keep the 
airplane directed straight into the wind during takeoff and 
landing.    
 
Notes from an e-flier  by Mitch Gerdisch 

 
This article is from the March 2005 issue of the 
AMA National newsletter.  It was originally re-
printed from the Prop Masters RC Aero Club's 
newsletter, Warrenville IL  
Dave Masters, editor   �

Flying electric airplanes is just one more facet of 
this great hobby and more and more pilots are 
trying electric flight. Therefore, for those budding 
e-fliers, I thought I would share a few thoughts 
from my four years of experience in this part of the 
hobby. 

1. Once that battery is plugged in, assume the 
propeller has only one goal in life and that is to 
hurt you. Even with throttle locks on transmitters 
and switches on speed controllers, once you plug 
that battery in, you want to make sure you keep 
away from the propeller. 

When a gas or glow-motor driven propeller hits 
something it will generally stall the motor, but not 
without doing some damage. An electric motor 
will not stall; it’ ll just draw more current in an 
attempt to keep going. So, an electric driven 
propeller can do much more damage. Thus, it must 
be given your utmost respect. 

The switches on speed controllers are no guarantee 
either. I’ve had motors start spinning even with the 
speed controller switched off. 

2. Use quality connectors. I see some folks using 
Tamiya connectors. Tamiyas are not really suitable 
for RC flight since it’s not a matter of if they will 
fail, but rather a matter of when. For small models, 
Dean’s makes micro connectors which are well 
liked. For larger models, Sermos (AKA Anderson 
Powerpoles) or Dean’s Ultra connectors are liked 
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as well. These are just a couple of choices, but the 
bottom line is to use a quality connector. 

3. Finding a good motor, propeller, and battery 
combo is a bit science and a bit art. On a glow 
model, you generally combine a known engine and 
a known propeller (eg. .40 engine with a 10 x 5 
propeller or something like that). In electrics, it 
can be a bit more complicated since you also have 
to account for the number of cells, plus there are a 
number of motor and gearbox combinations. The 
easiest thing to do is simply find a combination 
someone else is successfully using in a similarly 
sized model and copy that. One source for this sort 
of information is the electric power systems forum 
like www.rcgroups.com.  

 I hope this helps those thinking about trying out 
electric flight. And, feel free to contact me at 
telemitch@wowwav.com if you have any follow-
up questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And finally, this is the result of Alex attempting to 
teach newbie Bob the fine art of dead stick 
approaches around a power pole in 30 mph winds.  
 

 
 
Bob said he learned two important lessons.  One 
was that RC flying was not easy and two is not to 
fly in the wind. 
 
 
The plane will be or is currently back to flying 
thanks to master rebuilder Milt Silverstein. 
 
As for the cheerleader… 
 
 
 
That’s all for this month.   
 
 See you at the meeting.   
John 
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