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Coming Events
July 28 Club Meeting 8:00 p.m.
July 31 RC Baseball Clinic and
Picnic. Edison Field. 12
Noon.

August 25" Club Meeting 8:00 p.m
September16,  N.EA.T. Fair

17, and 18

September 29 Club Meeting 8:00 p.m

Picnic and Fun Fly

A little rain around the Edison areaon July 17"
managed to postpone our picnic and fun fly to
Sunday, July 31% at noon.

| didn’t check my email before | left, so when | got
to Edison | had the field to myself for about an
hour. Since | drove through three rain storms
along the way, | assumed the programs were
cancelled. Marlene and | were going to bein
North Brunswick for the evening anyway, so |
dropped her off at her parents and went to the
field. I got in two flights during that time with one
of my electrics, Figuring that if it rained, it would
be easier to stow away the plane, transmitter, and
charger than it would all the support equipment for
afuel-powered model. A couple of guys from

Central Jersey also came around. Willie got in one
good flight on his heli, while Barry decided to
charge histrainer before flying. Just as| was
ready for my third flight ( | brought only one
battery for the electric,) the rain started up again,
and then it poured so hard we couldn’t see across
thefield. After about twenty minutesit let up and
looked like it was going to clear up. Then alittle
thunder and lightning made its presence known.
That was enough, and | packed it in.

According to the 10 day forecast at weather.com,
Sunday the 31%, should be sunny, 81°, with a10%
chance of rain. Hope to see you there.

From The Leader of Your Pack!

Norm and Gail are on vacation somewhere way
south of here, so he didn’t submit his column this
month. He might be back for the meeting and
should be at the picnic.

An Updateon “Project Iraq”

Mike Forbes forwarded the following information
and email to me for inclusion in the newsletter.
“Vanning” isMike's screen name. Dave
Mathewson, District Il Vice-President, did a
follow up story in his column on page 164 in the
July 2005 issue of the A.M.A. magazine Model
Aviation.
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The last of the TCRC packages arrived in Irag a
while ago, but | hadn’t a chance to forward the
letterstill now. | divvied up the planes & goodies
as best | could and did alittle shopping with the
cash that Bill Binder and Doris pitched in. Mike

Here' sacouple emailsfrom SGT ChrisMclard,
(Rich® Shockflyer, one of Norm'’s Bleriots, My
GWS Zero + goodies)

"Hey Vanning, Chrishere. | just got in from
Kuwait. Had to run amission down there (long
trip) 1 am running CH34, so | haven’t been able to
check thisin afew days. Internet is about to
change hands AGAIN, so | might be without for a
few days. Don’t know yet. But | am looking
forward to getting it in the air. Hope | will have
time before my leave starts (23rd this month) he he
he.

Thank you, Mike, for everything. | will check
back in aday or so to seeif you need anything
else.

Thanks, Chris'

"Vanning, | got the package yesterday and started
building the Shocky last night. 1t's going to be
awesome. | had afew questions for you with a4
CH RX. How do you hook up the rudder and
battery? Do they go on the same one? | have
never had any electric planes, so | am going to be
asking you guys alot of questions. Thanks so
much for the planes; we are going to have alot of
fun with them.

Thanks, Chris"

"Rick, thanks for the kind words. Thank you and
your crew for keeping the homeland secure ‘ cause
in about 5 more mouths | am coming home. A lot
of people take lifein the US for granted. There
was atimethat | said that everyoneinthe US
should go to a 3rd world country just to get aslap
intheface. A littlewake up cal. Thefirst timel
was in Koreaand | came home for mid-tour, |
wanted to get off the planein CA, get on my hands
and knees, and kiss the ground. | can proudly say
that | love being an American where we have clean
air to breathe, clean lakes, and fresh green grass.
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These arejust afew things we take for granted.
So to all reading, next time you step outside your
house, just take a deep breath and look around
cause nowhere elsein the world will you find a
place like America.

Livelifeto itsfullest, and enjoy freedom.

Thank you, Rick and, everyone else for their
support,

Chris'

And a couple of emailsfrom SGT Laine Stahr,
at a different base: (Norm’s other Bleriot,
Ellipstic and Terry)

"Hey guys, now that I’m back with the platoon
herein Tikrit, | have spread out the planes alittle
bit more. SGT Troy Davis now has the " Stealth"
and the Graupner Terry. SGT Chris Caron has the
B-29 and the Bleriot. Sgt Thomas Skinner has a
slow stick and the easy starter. SPC Josh Albrecht
has the other slow stick. SSG Doug Clayton has
the Wing Dragon. SSG James Woody has the
Elipstic and the Aerobird. | kept the Formosas, the
Tazz, and the Super Fleain my room since no one
else can handle those yet anyway. | don't think |
forgot any of them. Asyou know | am getting
ready to go on leave for 2 weeksin just afew
more days. Can’t wait to get there and see the
family and get them all flying!

Tooo excited!

Thanks all

Laine"

Thank you, Mike.

ThisMonth@ Mystery Ship by sill Keller

Our Mystery Ship this month is obviously from
Germany and is arather conventional looking
biplane. The manufacturer gained experience
constructing aircraft under license, then after
several years made their own design, which is our
Mystery Ship. Whatizit???
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June@ Mystery Ship by Bill Keller

Our Mystery Ship last month was (or should be)
easily identifiable as Donald Douglas@A-20/DB-7
"Havoc." Initially designed in 1936 asatwin
engined, fast light bomber, it was designated
Model 7A, proposed to replace the low and slow
single-engined light bombers. The Havoc was
redesigned in 1938; the 7B had an upswept aft
fuselage, 1100 hp Pratt and Whitney Twin Wasp
R-1830 engines and up-to-date tricycle landing
gear. Of particular interest was the design®ability
to use interchangeabl e nose sections, producing
either attack or bomber versions. Initially, "No
Sale" to the USAAC,but the French bought the
first 100 units. Their experience with the planesin
the Spanish Civil War led to major modifications:
more bomb capacity, wing placement from
shoulder to mid-wing, additional armor protection,
and more grunt (to 1200hp/engine). Now
designated DB-7, additional units were sold to the
French, but due to the imminent collapse of France
in WWII, the planes were allocated to the UK.
Thus, the Havoc was on its way to becoming a
huge success with many variants as bombers,
attack aircraft, and even night fighters... Some of
the above data taken from the Encyclopedia of
World Aircraft....Bill Keller.

Some of the above data taken from the
Encyclopedia of World Aircraft
...... Bill Keller.
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Flight Instruction... by Alex Szemere

Flight instruction is every Tuesday.

We meet at the Edison Field around 5:00 p.m. and
are able to have two hours of instruction. Some
Tuesdays | am able to get there alittle earlier. |
will let the participants know ahead of time so we
can have an extra hour or two.

If you have any questions, please call my cell
phone 732.816.1810.

Library...

The books and videotapes, along with some
DVDG, will be available at the next meeting. All
members are welcome to borrow from our Library.
Items may be held for one month.

The Library list is posted on our website. It will
be updated shortly.

For Sale

If you have something to sell or are looking for
something, thisis the place to put it. We are
talking R/C goodies only — no dogs, cats, or whiny
kidswill be accepted. The cost? Nothing, nada,
free, zip —well, maybe a 37 cent stamp if you mall
me anote. So, call, email, or snail mail me (al
three can be found in this newdletter), and I'll put
your request here.

Non Club Events

July 29, 30 & 31 Solberg Airport, Readington, NJ
New Jersey Festival of Ballooning. Hot air
balloons, live music, and an old time barnstorming
act. www.balloonfestival.com

N.E.A.T. Fair. September 16, 17, and 18. The
premier electric flight gathering. Pre-Registration
iIsnow open. Go to www.nestfair.org for more
information.
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June Drawings

Our “50-50" was split three ways by Jack
Mieszkowski, Milt Silverstein, and Pete
Treantafellou .

Bob Mackey won the gallon of fuel.

June M odd of the Month

Bill Buck showed off his SPAD fun fly model.
The Super Tigre 45 powered plane is constructed
of coreplast and aluminum and is controlled by a 4
channel radio.

June Meeting Pictures
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On the left is the Mystery Ship Man himself, Bill
Keller along with Master Rebuilder Milt
Silverstein reminiscing about the good ol’ days.

Two of the charter members of the Tri County RC
club having alittle chat. On theleft isBob
Mackey speaking to Joe Slocum. Joeretired afew
years ago and moved from South River to the open
plains of Montana with his lovely wife Joan and
daughter Jenny.

| would like to thank Alex Szemere for the three
meeting pictures shown above.

CharlieBissette's Trip Pictures.

Charle has been traveling some this summer and
has sent me afew pictures from 3 different events.
Thanks, Charlie.

Thisisagiant scae DC-7 ismodeled after
President Harry Truman’s “Independence.” Check
out that red-carpeted stairs. No builder or model
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specs were given. Photo was taken at the Lums
Pond “War Birds Over Delaware” event.

Former Member Nobu' s Nick Ziroli plans P-40 at
the Mercer County event.

No ideawhat the British planeis.

Keith Zimmerly had this B17 corralled at the
Mercer field.

. Blue Angles F-18's on a pass over McGuire AFB.
Navy TBF Avenger at the Mercer County Giant

Fly in back in May.
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A B-1 on the Tarmac.
Lightning safety

As| mentioned in the begging of this newdletter,
while out at thefield | heard thunder and saw a
lighting flash. The storm reminded me of the
following article.

From the National Weather Service Web site
Viathe May 2005 issue of the AMA National
Newsdletter.

Each year, roughly 400 children and adultsin the United
States are struck by lightning while working outside, at sports
events, on the beach, mountain climbing, mowing the lawn,
or during other outdoor activities. About 67 people are killed
and several hundred more are left to cope with permanent
disahilities.

Many of these tragedies can be avoided. Finishing the game,
getting atan, or completing awork shift isn’'t worth death or

crippling injury.
Thethreat of lightning

« All thunderstorms produce lightning and are dangerous.
Lightning kills more people each year than tornadoes.

« Lightning often strikes as far as 10 miles away from any
rainfall. Many deaths from lightning occur ahead of the storm
because people try and wait to the last minute before seeking
shelter.

* You are in danger from lightning if you can hear thunder. If
you can hear thunder, lightning is close enough that it could
strike your location at any moment.

« Lightning injuries can lead to permanent disabilities or

death. On average, 10% of strike victims die; 70% of
survivors suffer serious long-term effects.
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* Look for dark cloud bases and increasing wind. Every flash
of lightning is dangerous, even the first. Head to safety
before that first flash. If you hear thunder, head to safety!

« Lightning can travel sideways for up to 10 miles. Even
when the sky looks blue and clear, be cautious. If you hear
thunder, take cover. At least 10% of lightning occurs without
visible clouds overhead in the sky.

The single most danger ous place

Outdoorsis the most dangerous place to be during a
lightning storm. When lightning is seen or thunder is heard,
or when dark clouds are observed, quickly move indoors or
into a hard-topped vehicle and remain there until well after
the lightning storm ends. Listen to forecasts and warnings
through NOAA Weather Radio or your local TV and radio
stations. If lightning is forecast, plan an alternate activity or
know where you can take cover quickly.

The U.S. lightning season is summer but lightning can strike
year round! The Fourth of July is historically one of the most
deadly times of the year for lightning. In summer, more
people are outside, on the beach, golf course, mountains or
ball fields. Outdoor jobs such as construction and
agriculture, and outdoor chores such as lawn mowing or
house painting are at their peak, putting those involved in
danger.

Safety rules

1. Postpone activities promptly. Don’'t wait for rain. Many
people take shelter from the rain, but most people struck by
lightning are not in the rain! Go quickly inside a completely
enclosed building, not a carport, open garage or covered
patio. If no enclosed building is convenient, get inside a
hard-topped, all-metal vehicle. A caveisagood option
outside but move as far as possible from the cave entrance.

2. Be the lowest point. Lightning hits the tallest object. In the
mountains if you are above tree line, you ARE the highest
object around. Quickly get below tree line and get into a
grove of small trees. Don’t be the second tallest object
during alightning storm! Crouch down if you arein an
exposed area.

3. Keep an eye on the sky. Look for darkening skies, flashes
of lightning, or increasing wind, which may be signs of an
approaching thunderstorm.

4. Listen for the sound of thunder. If you can hear thunder,
go to a safe shelter immediately.

5. If you see or hear a thunderstorm coming or your hair
stands on end, immediately suspend your game or practice
and instruct everyone to go inside a sturdy building or car.
Sturdy buildings are the safest place to be.
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Avoid sheds, picnic shelters, baseball dugouts, and bleachers.
If no sturdy building is nearby, a hard-top vehicle with
windows closed will offer some protection. The steel frame
of the vehicle provides some protection if you are not
touching metal .

6. Listen to NOAA Westher Radio. Coaches and other
leaders should listen for atone-alert feature during practice
sessions and games.

7. If you can’t get to a shelter, stay away from trees. If there
is no shelter, crouch in the open, keeping twice as far away
fromatreeasitistall.

8. Avoid leaning against vehicles. Get off bicycles and
motorcycles.

9. Get out of the water. It'sagreat conductor of electricity.
Stay off the beach and out of small boats or canoes. If caught
in aboat, crouch down in the center of the boat away from
metal hardware. Swimming, wading, snorkeling, and scuba
diving are NOT safe. Lightning can strike the water and
travel some distance beneath and away from its point of
contact. Don’t stand in puddles of water, even if wearing
rubber boots.

10. Avoid metal! Drop metal backpacks, stay away from
clotheslines, fences, exposed sheds, and electrically
conductive elevated objects. Don't hold on to metal items
such golf clubs, fishing rods, tennis rackets, or tools. Large
metal objects can conduct lightning. Small metal objects can
cause burns.

Awesome Pictures

John Schwolow sent me the next three pictures.

speed and into supersonic. And no, that is not the
“sound barrier.”

I’m not sure what to make of the two Mig-27
pilots and their close proximity. | can understand
how they keep their position when canopy-to-
canopy, but belly to belly?

See you at the meeting and picnic.

John
This B-1 is showing aweather phenomenon that
happens as a plane passes through the trans-sonic
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