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Coming Events 
Wednesday, February 
22th, 2006 8:00 p.m. 

Club Meeting  
East Brunswick Library 

February 24th – 26th, 
2006 

38th. W.R.A.M. Show 

March 11th  Lebanon Flea Market 

March 18 & 19, 2006 
9:30 – 5:00 PM 

Cradle of Aviation’s 1st 
Annual Flying Model 
Expo. 

Thursday, March 30th  Club Meeting 2006 
Dues due. 
East Brunswick Library 

April 7-9 Toledo 52nd Year 

Thursday, April 27 Club Meeting  Beauty 
Pageant Contest 
East Brunswick Library 

Wednesday is Meeting Day 
 
Please note that our February meeting is being held 
on Wednesday, February 22, 2005 at the East 
Brunswick Library.  We could not have the 
meeting room as usual because of a scheduling 
conflict. 
 
Dues 
 

Our annual dues are due during the month of 
March.  Included elsewhere in this newsletter is a 
renewal coupon for your convenience.  
 
Dues are $25.00.  If you were a winner in the 2005 
Building Contest, please note same on the coupon. 
 
George Vetricin will be accepting your dues from 
now to the end of March.  Make sure you br ing 
your  2006 AMA Membership Card to show 
George. 
 
If you mail in your renewal, send George a copy of 
your AMA card.   
 
Deadline for paying dues is March 31, 2006.  No 
“ Grace Per iod.”   If dues are submitted after the 
31st, they will not be accepted.  You will have to 
apply as a new member. 
 
This year the initiation fee for new or returning 
members has been raised to $100.00.   
 
Web Site Notes 
 
Our Webmaster has been busy making changes 
and updates to the club’s web site – 
www.tricountyrc.com .  Please take the time to 
surf the site. 
 
County Park Permits.  
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No word as of yet on this subject from the county.  
However, we will start collecting the money now 
to make the cycle time shorter this year.  We are 
assuming the cost will be $12.00 for Middlesex 
County residents and $24.00 for all others. 
 
So, keep flying at Edison and we will let you know 
when the permits are available.  
 
Apr il Beauty Pageant 
 
Jim and Pat Creed are running the annual Beauty 
Pageant.  The rules are the same as the last few 
years.  If you have any questions, please call them 
at their home -732-721-8953. 
 
(1) Scale 
This class includes any model that is scale or sport 
scale.  The model must be built from a kit or 
scratch built from plans. No scale A.R.F.©s. 
 
(2) Spor t 
In this class the model has no full scale 
counterpart. The model must be built from a kit or 
scratch built. No A.R.F.©s 
 
(3) A.R.F. 
In this class the model must be almost ready to fly. 
No built up kits.  The model may be sport or scale. 
 
There will be one winner per class.  A member 
may enter a model in each class.  However, the 
member may only have one winning model.  If the 
member has more than one winning model, the 
winning model will be chosen from the class that 
has the least amount of models entered.  Models 
that have been in the model of the month contest 
from last October may be entered. 
 
The members will judge the models at the April 
meeting.  Each member will be given a ballot and 
will select the best model for each class. 
 
The prize will be a 25-dollar credit toward next 
year©s dues.  (25-dollar check for life members.) 
 
Thanks, 

Jim and Pat 
 
 
 
From the Leader of Your  Pack! 
 
Hope everyone survived the blizzard of ’06!  A 
few clowns sent me an email about flying that 
Sunday, but I ignored them although I did think 
about it some! 
 
I’m looking at the trees this morning and I see 
them budding up.  Can this mean that spring is 
near, or could it just be an early arrival due to the 
recent warmer than usual weather? 
 
A few weeks ago I did get out to EB and got to fly 
my nee North East Sailplane Street Fighter 
Corsair.  It flew quite, well and then it rained at 
the end of the one and only flight. 
 
I left the field in a hurry that day, and absent-
minded me left my frequency checker on the mini-
van roof.  Although I went back to the field within 
an hour it was nowhere to be found.  I really 
wasn’ t too pleased with that gadget anyway, but it 
just galls me to be so absent minded about it!  This 
getting old is no fun and is sometimes expensive, 
as in this case! 
 
This airplane is a small affair made of EPP foam 
and comes already painted.  All you need is a little 
CA and equipment.  It is easily put together and in 
3-4 hours is ready to fly.  Mine is powered with a 
Hacker 20 and powered by an 850ma LIPO 
battery. 
 
I’m looking for combat – anyone game? 
 
Things around my shop are rather quiet. I am 
working on a few things – some finished, some 
near finished and some laying around for years and 
years and may never get finished. 
 
I will bring some of the new stuff out to the club 
annual builders contest this year. We had a nice 
showing last year, but I think we can do better!  
Please try to get something ready this year, as it 
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would be a good thing to fill the room!  There is 
little excuse with all the ARF’s around these days! 
 
I don’ t know about you, but I have had enough 
winter and am ready for some real nice weekend 
flying. You know the kind where you go out 8AM 
and come back at 5PM smelling so much like oil, 
nitro and exhaust fumes and really need a shower. 
 
I know those days are around the corner.  In the 
meanwhile I will be the guy in the LAZYBOY 
with the blanket snuggled up around my chest 
,sleeping in front of the large screen TV. 
 
Regards,  
Norm 
 
This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month is a toughie.  The 
plane was in very limited supply due to wartime 
(WWII) priorities.  However, it was designed by 
the genius of Kurt Tank.  This plane was swift, 
having a top speed of almost 330 mph, and used 
four machine guns located two on each side of the 
fuselage just below the cockpit.  Whatzit?? 

January's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 

 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was the Grumman 
F4F "Wildcat" and should be recognizable by all 
of us who remember WWII. The US Navy issued a 
requirement in 1937 for a new carrier-based 
fighter.  Both Grumman (Long Island Iron Works) 
and Brewster were chosen to build prototypes.  
Grumman initially went with their XF4-F1 (A 
Biplane!); Brewster©s entry was the XF2-A, a 
monoplane, and the first one in US Navy squadron 
service. Grumman cancelled their biplane design 

and went with a new "G-18" design.  The Navy 
evaluated this proposal, and a single Grumman 
prototype was ordered (XF4-F2).  The first flight 
was on September 2, 1937 and powered by a 1050 
HP Pratt and Whitney Twin Wasp.  It reached 290 
MPH.  A performance runoff between the 
Grumman and Brewster showed that the Brewster 
had the edge overall, if not in top speed.  The 
Navy issued a development order for continuing 
work on the Grumman.  In March 1939 the 
upgraded prototype flew (designated XF4-F3), 
reaching 335 MPH, having had major revisions in 
all areas, it flew much better than the Brewster.  
Foreign sales of this design, in addition to 78 for 
the USN, were to the French (81) and to Greece 
(30).  France fell to the Germans, and the 81 went 
to Britain and were designated "Martlet."  Further 
upgrades were incorporated in May, 1941 and 
designated "Wildcat."  General Motors built 1,151 
designated FM-1 and 4,777 of FM-2 (Linden NJ) 
with 1,350 HP (Twin Wasp 14 Cyl radials)... 
Hellcat design started on June 30, 1941, but that©s 
another story.... 
 
Some of the above data was taken from the 
Encyclopedia of World Aircraft 
......Bill Keller. 
 
Safety by Milt Silverstein 

 
I haven’ t had a chance to fly at Edison lately but 
did get in some flights in East Brunswick.   
 
Now that the weather is about to change and bring 
more fliers out of winter hibernation we need to 
keep safety in mind.   
 
I’m sure that at the end of the season you 
thoroughly cleaned your plane(s), charged the 
batteries, and pickled the motors. 
 
Well, you should do that and more before the first 
flight of the season. 
 
First, go over the complete airframe and clean 
everything.  Check each control surface and the 
corresponding hinges for integrity.  Go over each 
of the pushrod connections looking for cracked 
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solder, worn threads, or worn pins.  Check all the 
safety keepers (you do use them?)  Make sure that 
the control horns are tight and the wood under 
them has not been damaged.  Check all the servos.  
Make sure all the screws are in place and tight.  
Also make sure that they do not bind or make 
expensive sounding noises. 
 
Check the engine.  Look for loose bolts both on the 
engine and the engine mount.  If you have a soft 
mount verify that it hasn’ t gotten too soft.  Go over 
the propeller looking for cracks or fuel 
contamination.  Rebalance the prop.  Then tighten 
it and the spinner securely.  
 
Check the fuel lines and fuel tank for cuts, tears, 
kinks, and dirt. 
 
Inspect the radio.  Do both the transmitter and 
receiver. 
 
Cycle the batteries, at least twice. 
 
Now, go through your flight box.  Get rid of junk.  
Charge any support batteries.  Replenish the prop 
supply and first aid kit. 
 
Check your stooge.  No, not him over there, the 
device we now call a plane restraint.  If metal, look 
for welds that are cracked.  If wood, look for loose 
or missing screws.  If part of the device uses rope 
or bungee, replace the rope or bungee; it’s very 
cheap. 
 
Finally, when you get to the field range check the 
system, twice - once with the motor off. - the 
second with the engine running.  (Use a helper.) 
 
For Sale 
 
FOR SALE - BRAND NEW, IN ORIGINAL BOX 
 

 
 
This is the Radio Controlled, Glow Powered, 
Almost Ready-to-Fly, Great Planes Super 
Stearman 1.20 Sport Airplane Kit.  For 
Intermediate to Advanced Modeler/Fliers, IMAA 
legal. 
 
Interested?  Its yours for $300.00 Firm! 
Call Charlie B. at 732.251.5103 - upon request, 
available for inspection at the club meeting.  
 
Wanted 
 
One (or two) librarian(s) to maintain the club’s 
collection of books and videos. 
 
Alex would like to pass this on to a worthy 
member, preferable a new member, so that he – 
Alex – can “ retire.”  
 
Interested? Tell Alex at the meeting or email him 
at TCRCY2K@aol.com  
 
The Keyboard by Mike Forbes 

 
Kit building dead?  
Nobody builds their own planes, RTF’s are killing 
the hobby, blah, blah, blah….hear it all the time. 
Look in your Tower Catalog; RTF’s and ARF’s 
really have dwarfed the kit offerings. Very few 
new, interesting designs are available in kit form 
these days – at least from the big dogs.  
 
The real talent these days seem to be setting up 
shop in the basement or garage and cutting their 
own designs, or in some cases grouping together 
and using one cutter.  THAT’S where the big 
change is in kit building – the bigger companies 
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are all going to Asian-assembled ARF’s, while the 
really interesting kits are coming from the cottage 
industry.  All these upstart designers are using 
CAD design programs that talk directly to the laser 
itself, creating shapes and accuracy not previously 
possible with die-crunching or print wood.  In 
many cases the designer himself is selecting the 
balsa and feeding it into the machine, doing the 
quality control, assembling the hardware packages, 
etc. A real labor of love.  Not terribly profitable, 
and not generally cheap for the consumer either, 
but most who assemble a laser cut kit rarely 
hesitate to buy another.  Two of the more 
successful laser shops are 
www.mountainmodels.com and 
www.stevensaero.com. Both shops make 
exceptionally easy to assemble and attractive 
aircraft, particularly sport/aerobatic. Another, 
newer guy is www.parkscalemodels.com, whose 
Cessna 206 is currently gracing my workbench. He 
builds planes better than he builds websites 
though, so it takes some effort to navigate his site. 
Also see http://www.moltmodels.com/ for a really 
sharp P-38 and a Hellcat, both smallish park flyers. 
 
Like Scale stuff?  I found 
http://www.aerodromerc.com/, 
http://www.manzanolaser.com/, and 
http://www.darehobby.com/ to all have really 
stunning planes and a surprisingly massive 
selection. Aerodrome also has a great ‘webzine’  
online magazine too. 
What I’m not seeing are big laser cut glow kits 
though. Primarily due to cost and time, most of 
these designers seem to stay below the 50”  mark 
because their lasers can only accommodate 18~24” 
sheets of balsa. We shall see what the future 
brings… 
 
So don’ t lament the disappearance of kit building – 
it still has quite a following if you know where to 
look.  The ‘good stuff’  simply isn’ t in distribution 
though so you’ re not likely to find them at the 
local shop.  Heck, even building planes isn’ t 
enough for some people – there’s quite a few guys 
building their own motors from junk CD-ROM 
drives!  And yes, kits are available.  

 

 
The Albatross DII 36”  from Aerodrome RC 

 
Model of the Month 
 
Mike Forbes displayed his latest Twinkie.  This 
one is a larger version of the Twinkie he had at the 
December meeting.   
 
Like Mike’s previous version, this one will be 
electric powered. 
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(Pictures by Alex Szemere) 
 

Non-Club Events 
 
February 24th thru 26th, 2006.  38th WRAM Show.  
Westchester County Center, White Plains, New 
York.  Admission $10.00.  www.wram.org 
 
Saturday, March 11, 2006.  26th Annual Radio 
Control Flea Market, Lebanon Fairgrounds.  Open 
from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  General Admission 
is $7.00, Tables are $11.00 each. 
 
For more information and directions, go their web 
site at www.cpaa.us 
 
Saturday, March 18th and Sunday, March 19th The 
Cradle of Aviation’s 1st annual “Flying Model 
Expo.”  Will be open from 9:30 to 5:00 PM.   
 
Besides their normal displays and themes, the 
Flying Model Expo will celebrate model aviation’s 
skill and craftsmanship.  Scattered throughout the 
museum will be “some of the best in class in 
model aircraft.”   There will be electric, gas, RC, 
rubber power, glider, helicopters, and more on 
display. 
 
For more information got to their web site at 
http://www.cradleofaviation.org/  
 
Cradle of Aviation is located in Garden City, NY.  
Take Exit M4 off the Meadowbrook Parkway, and 
follow the signs. 
 

Drawings 
 
The “50-50”  was split three ways by: 
John Bodnar 
Rich Dvorin 
Milt Silverstein 
 
The gallon of fuel was won by Rich Dvorin. 
 
Picnic 
 
We will have a tailgate picnic at the Heavenly 
Farms flying site in East Brunswick.  The club will 
provide giant subs and refreshments.   
 
Date for the picnic is Sunday, April 30.  A rain 
date has been set for the next Sunday, May 7th. 
 
A second picnic will be scheduled for the Edison 
field.  A date will be set with the consensus of the 
other clubs that use the field. 
 
Random Shots. 
 

 
Rich Dvorin is presenting the minutes at the 
January meeting, while George is preparing the 
treasurer’s report. (Picture by Alex Szemere) 
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Charlie Bissette is looking well after his stay at the 
Robert Wood Johnson “hotel”  (Picture by Alex Szemere) 
 

 

 

 
(Pictures from John Schwolow) 
 
Remember, Wednesday, February 22 is the 
meeting. 
 
See you at the meeting Wednesday. 
 
John 
 
 

2006 Tri County R/C Club Member Renewal Coupon 
(Please print clearly) 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Street address: ____________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State: ____ Zip+4: _______________ 

AMA #: ___________________ Phone #: ______________________________ 

Date of Bir th _______________ Email Address: _____________________ 

Please check the appropr iate line.                             Dues are $25.00     

___ I  prefer  to only receive email notification of the newsletter   

             (no hard copy.) 

___ I  prefer  to receive the newsletter  by USPS.  
_______________________________________________________________ 
Make checks payable to: Tr i County R/C Club.  Mail to: George Vetrecin 
I f mailing, include a copy of your  2006 AMA card.  341 North Main Street 
 Milltown, NJ 08850 

For  treasurer ’s use only 
__ Check &  number  
____________ 
__ Cash 
__ Proof of AMA 
presented __/__/__ 
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