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Coming Events 
Thursday, March 30th  Club Meeting 2006 

Dues due. 
East Brunswick Library 

April 7-9 Toledo 52nd Year 

Thursday, April 27 Club Meeting  Beauty 
Pageant Contest 
East Brunswick Library 

Sunday, April 30 
12:00 noon 

Picnic at Heavenly 
Farms Field 

Sunday, May 7 Rain date for picnic 

May 25 Club Meeting 2006  
East Brunswick Library 

May 27 – 28 Mercer County Giant 
Scale Fly In  

 
Picnic 
 
We will have a tailgate picnic at the Heavenly 
Farms flying site in East Brunswick on Sunday, 
April 30.  A rain date has been set for the next 
Sunday, May 7th. 
 
Dues 
 
As soon as all of you have signed up, we will be 
able to send in the roster for 2006 and get our 
county permits.  (See below.) 

 
Our annual dues are due during the month of 
March.  Included elsewhere in this newsletter is a 
renewal coupon for your convenience.  
 
Dues are $25.00.  If you were a winner in the 2005 
Building Contest, please note same on the coupon. 
 
Deadline for paying dues is March 31, 2006.  No 
“ Grace Per iod.”   If dues are submitted after the 
31st, they will not be accepted.  You will have to 
apply as a new member. 
 
This year the initiation fee for new or returning 
members has been raised to $100.00.   
 
County Park Permits.  
 
The Edison Park permits are available.  We will be 
able to get them as soon as we submit a copy of 
our insurance and roster list.  This year's county 
permits will be different.  There will be no pilot, 
no beginner, etc.  There will be a change in the 
permits appearance.  It will have Tri-County-RC 
logo.  The cost will stay the same as 2005 ($12.00 
for county permit and $24.00 for outside the 
county). 
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Apr il Beauty Pageant 
 
Jim and Pat Creed are running the annual Beauty 
Pageant.  The rules are the same as the last few 
years.  If you have any questions, please call them 
at their home -732-721-8953. 
 
Thanks, Jim and Pat 
 
From the Leader of Your  Pack! 
 
This year is proving to be a pretty busy one for me, 
and work is too often cutting into my quality time 
these days. Between travel and long hours and my 
advancing age it is not too often that I get to spend 
long hours in the shop. 
 
Good weather is approaching.  I don’ t know if any 
of it will ever be on a weekend, but that is a 
different problem I guess. 
 
There is not much club business to report at the 
moment. 
 

·  The East Brunswick field is presently 
closed due to construction. 

 
·  Dues deadline is this meeting.  Anyone not 

paid up will be dropped from the roster and 
have to reapply for membership.  Sorry, but 
due to prior circumstances we need to do it 
this way to be fair to all. 

 
·  We would like everyone signed up and 

paid up so there is no more hard feelings 
when we try to be accommodating.  Trust 
me, we won’ t be accommodating after the 
end of March this year. 

 
·  Given that the initiation charge is now 

$100, you don’ t want to be late.  Dues are 
$25 for most and 50% less for those in 
school youngsters. 

 
·  Our Mike Forbes is up to his old tricks, 

trying to muster a C.A.R.E. package for our 
troops who fly RC in their off hours.  I am 

sure Mike and the soldiers would 
appreciate any donations from our club 
members. If you have something you don’ t 
want or something you are not going to 
use, this is a worthwhile place to put it.  
This year it goes to troops in Macedonia.  
If you don’ t know where that is, I can tell it 
is not part of Long Island! 

 
I have gotten a few things together over this 
winter, and assuming I am in the country and 
available, I intend to bring some of this stuff to our 
annual building contest which we hold in April.  
The brothers Creed will be in attendance to 
organize this affair.  Please try to bring something 
so we have a strong showing this year. 
 
This year I am making the rounds – WRAMS 
show in February – this one seems to be losing 
both exhibitors and attendance.  Then we went to 
the Lebanon, PA Flea Market this year, and while 
it was busy I think because that was a glorious day 
that attendance was down some.  My next stop is 
the 52nd year Toledo show in early April.  Then, 
hopefully it is time to start flying again! 
 
Looking around at the shows, it just appears to me 
that our hobby will die with this generation unless 
something changes.  When I look around the room 
I think I am very young compared with the rest of 
the crowd!  You do know that these chairs built 
into a cane/folding chair look like the way to go 
long term? 
 
With a little luck I might make it to our meeting 
this month.  If I’m not careful, instead of people 
confusing John Donnelly and me they may begin 
to think Milt Silverstein is me! 
 
Regards,  
Norm 
 
This Month's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month is from a long line of 
aircraft manufactured in the Old Country by Herr 
Reinhold Whatzisname and company.  The design 
was developed to compete in that country's single-
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seat fighter competition of 1918 Essentially, this 
design was an update of successful older aircraft, 
fitted with additional wingspan and, of course, 
more grunt in the engine compartment.  These 
aircraft were so successful that upon the Armistice 
of November 11, 1918, they were ordered to be 
turned over to the victors, BUT...(Tune in next 
month)...Whatzit?? 
 
February's Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 

 
 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was the Focke-Wulf 
Fw-187 "Falke" (Falcon).  Initially designed in 
1936 by one of the world’s best aeronautical 
engineers, Kurt Tank, the proposal was for a 
private venture twin engined fighter using two 
Daimler-Benz DB-600 engines still under 
development.  German officials were persuaded to 
sanction the manufacture of the Falcon, and the 
project was entrusted to Kurt Tank's assistant, 
Obering Blaser.  The plane had an extremely 
narrow fuselage (P-51?); so narrow in fact that 
some of the instruments were mounted on the 
engine cowlings.  IFR and night flights had to be 
exciting!  First flight was in the spring of 1937 and 
had to use available but less powerful Junkers 
Jumo 210 engines, as the DB-600 units were not 
ready.  Firepower was four MG-17 machine guns, 
visible on our photo ship; two on each side of the 
cockpit. Variances of the "Falke" included a two-
place fuselage, and there was an option for two 
20mmMG-FF cannons.  Three prototypes were 
constructed and were used to defend the Focke-
Wulf factory in Bremen during the summer of 
1940 and the winters with a squadron located in 
Norway. It is doubtful that any long production 
runs were accomplished due to the priorities of the 

Fw-190.  Some of the above data was taken from 
"The Encyclopedia of World Aircraft"......Bill 
Keller  
 
For Sale 
 
FOR SALE - BRAND NEW, IN ORIGINAL BOX 
 

 
 
This is the Radio Controlled, Glow Powered, 
Almost Ready-to-Fly, Great Planes Super 
Stearman 1.20 Sport Airplane Kit.  For 
Intermediate to Advanced Modeler/Fliers, IMAA 
legal. 
 
Interested?  Its yours for $300.00 Firm! 
Call Charlie B. at 732.251.5103 - upon request, 
available for inspection at the club meeting.  
 
Wanted 
 
One (or two) librarian(s) to maintain the club’s 
collection of books and videos. 
 
Alex would like to pass this on to a worthy 
member, preferable a new member, so that he – 
Alex – can “ retire.”  
 
Interested? Tell Alex at the meeting or email him 
at TCRCY2K@aol.com  
 
The Keyboard by Mike Forbes 

 
Hey all, Heads up: 
 
I have another package of planes I’m retiring that 
will be going out to soldiers - this time in 
Macedonia.  No, I have no idea where that is, or 
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even why we have soldiers there - but who cares.  
(Old Yugoslavia and peace-keeping force - ed)  If 
anybody can think of a better way to clear space in 
the hangar, email me... 
 
Anyway, to complete the package, I’m looking for 
a useable 2cell LiPo of approx 1500 Mah and 
possibly a transmitter.  I’m retiring my planes 
whole, no sense in putting a used receiver & 
servos into a new plane.  (This guy must have 
sniffed too much glue –ed.)  I have negative shift 
receivers (Futaba, Hitec), so if anybody did 
actually get that Futaba 14MZ transmitter from 
Santa Claus and no longer needs their old tranny – 
or if anybody has a 1500 LiPo they can spare, 
please email me.  ( vanning@comcast.net ) 
 
For the rest of you, if you have some good electric 
stuff you want me to send, bring it to the meeting.  
John Donnelly is bringing some goodies to the 
meeting.  So, let’s help our boys any way we can. 
 
A note on the next picture: these guys are the 
Kosovo RC Club.  The crew in Macedonia hasn’ t 
yet sent pictures.  BTW, the guys in Kosovo are 
getting a package from Sgt. Stahr, who is now 
stateside, and was the 'main' guy I sent all the stuff 
that TCRC donated.  For once, the circle isn’ t at all 
vicious.... 

 
 
Charging at Home 
 
After years of using my “Jump Start” (J-P) battery 
(and sometimes the car in the garage) as the supply 
to charge and cycle my batteries I decided to 

spring for a real power supply.  Why?  Well, as I 
got into bigger batteries, I was draining down the 
Jump Start faster that its supplied charger could 
charge the J-P. 
 
So, I started the search.  FMA, Hobby-Lobby, and 
a few other places had 12 volt, 10 Amp power 
supplies for $59.00.  However, after looking at 
them I got worried.  First, screw terminals 
supplied the output power – a pain to work with.  
Then some of the supplies required you to use 
screw terminals to attach the power cord and glob 
Silicone Caulk over the screws so you didn’ t get a 
shock.  None of them had power switches.  But the 
final thing that eliminated them was the Swiss-
Cheese cover.  I mean, when I’m working on the 
bench, I will drop screws, pins, and what not.  And 
where will that stuff bounce.  Yep, right, instant 
smoke.  (Did you know that smelly smoke is what 
makes electronics work?  Sure does.  Think about 
it, whenever any one of those little chips lets 
smoke escape, the whole thing stops working!  No 
smoke – works.  Smoke and funny smell – no 
work.  Logical.)  

 
FMA 12V, 10 Amp Supply 
 
So, after doing more searching I found out that 
Radio Shack carries a bench supply for testing 
auto audio products.  The output is 12V at 
15Amps.  It is supplied with an integral power 
cord, On-Off switch, 5 way banana jacks, and a 
very quiet fan.  Best of all, the cover is solid, with 
the air vents on the side and the fan in the rear.  
Cost?  $79.00.  Since I use 2 to 3 chargers at a 
time, 15 amps will come in handy. 
 
I needed a way to plug in the chargers to the power 
supply.  So, since Radio Shack was out of 
adapters, I stopped at the local auto supply store.  
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There I picked up the power strip shown in the 
picture.  The package said it could handle all of my 
auto accessory needs.  Needless to say, upon 
opening the package I found that the device is 
fused for 5 amps.  The list of acceptable uses was: 
cell phone charging, portable CD players, 
Walkman (?) players, Ipods, and small PDA’s.  
The unacceptable list was at least five times as 
long as the acceptable list.  One of the no-no’s was 
lap top computers.  So was a small portable TV 
and GPS units.  No problem.  The unit is held 
together with 4 screws.  Changing the 20 gage wire 
for 14 gage zip cord will be no problem. 
 

 
Radio Shack 12V, 15 Amp Supply with auto accessory 
outlet. 
 
Drawings 
 
The “50-50”  was split three ways by: Mike Forbes 
and George Vetrecin (twice) 
 
Pete Treantafellou won the gallon of fuel 
 
AMA Distr ict I I  Fly-In 
 
Saturday and Sunday, August 12-13, 2006.  
Dorbrook Park, 209 Route 537, Colts Neck, NJ 
Jersey Coast Sport Fliers are hosting the District II 
Fly –in.  Gates open at 8:30 am and flying starts at 
10 am. 
 
For more information go to 
http://www.jcsportfliers.org/District%20II%20Fly-In.htm  

 
Model of the Month 
 

 
This is Mike Forbes and his “Twinkle”  amphib.  
This is a 125% sized Twinkie that Mike had at the 
January meeting. 
 

 
Mike is also constructing a Park Scale Models 
Cessna 206.  The plane has a 26”  wing span and 
will weigh 10 ounces when complete with radio 
and GWS motor/gearbox. 
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WRAM Show 
 
Not much to report.  I wasn’ t going to go this year, 
but Norm talked me into it.  I met Irving and Norm 
for lunch that Friday, and then we went to the 
show. 
 
This was the first time I was ever there on a 
Friday.  I normally hit the place around 1:00 on 
Saturday and have a leisurely walk around with a 
small crowd that dissipates around 3:30 – 4:00.  
 
Anyway, the three of us went in around 2:00.  The 
place was dead.  Not much activity and the only 
buying seemed to be around the electric model and 
helicopter booths.  Booths that had “build-it-
yourself”  models or glow engines seemed to also 
look like they had “Bird Flu.”   People were 
actually avoiding the booths like there was an 
imaginary electric fence around the display.  There 
was a lot of empty show area.  Lanier and about 
four other big names were missing.  Almost half of 
the downstairs area was curtained off and the 
aisles were wider.  The Full Scale display on the 
main stage was not there.  The normal big crowds 
around Bruckner Hobbies were nonexistent.  
America’s Hobby Center took up two booth areas, 
not their normal four areas.  There were only two 
guys working the booth and very little product on 
display. 
 
Dave Patrick Products had a nice display.  Their 
two Cubs are impressive.  The new versions now 
have instructions for conversion to electric power.  
Kange USA displayed some impressive models 
that looked like they could handle both glow and 
electric power.   
 
The only familiar faces I saw were Rich Dvorin at 
the Icarus Booth and Milt.  Milt came with Charlie 
Bissette but got separated for a few moments. 
 
I ended up ordering a receiver battery and bought 
one aileron connector.  I did pick up a small fan 
with flashing lights for the grandson.  That was my 
highlight and big purchase of the day. 
 

I didn’ t make it to the swap shop, so I don’ t know 
how that went.  Did go up to the display area - 
almost empty.  Didn’ t even take out my camera.  
Charlie B. was kind enough to take the following 
pictures – thanks, Charlie. 
 

 
Heinkel HE 51C-1 Advanced trainer. 
 

 
Douglas SBD Dive Bomber. 
 

Grumman TBF Torpedo Bomber. 
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Stinson SR-7 Reliant.  A 1935 4 place personal 
transport. 
 

 
Northrop “Gamma” The full size is hanging in the 
Air and Space Museum in DC. 
 

 
This was the display on the stage of the Static area.  
All models shown are rubber powered free flight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Gallery 
 

 
 
John Schwolow sent me this picture of an Alaskan 
Airlines freighter.  This is one of many pictures 
that I’ve seen that depicts AA’s advertising their 
airfreight business. 
 
Now, I’m not sure whether to print the next two 
pictures now or save them for April 1.   
 

 
 

 
Ed Pochinski sent in these photos of four Harvards 
(AT-6, SNJ) cleaning the mud off of their wheels. 
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Speaking of photos, William Keller sent the 
following link.   http://www.richard-
seaman.com/Aircraft/AirShows/Edwards2005/Highlights/index.htm
l  

Clicking (or cutting and pasting) will direct you to 
a site of some of the 2005 Edwards AFB air show 
highlights.  Within the site there are other links to 
other sites and photos.  I specifically liked the F-
117 shot.  Not exactly “Stealthy”  but… 
 

 
 
 
From the March issue of the AMA 
Insider  

 

Windy Weather  Flying 
� � � � �� � � �	 
� � �� �
 � 
� � �� � �� �� � � � ��	 � � �� � � � � � � � �� � �� � �
� �� � �� � � � � 
���
 
All too often, on an otherwise nice but windy day, 
folks just don't fly.  Obviously, for a beginner, 
that's common sense—but for someone who has 
some experience, the wind can be a challenge that 
adds some spice to flying. 
 
While it’s easy to see that experience level has a 
lot to do with how much wind is too much, it may 
not be quite as apparent that the type of model 
you're flying also can have a great effect on your 
ability to handle winds.  
 
Let's go through some airplane design features to 
see which ones give us the best flying 
characteristics to handle winds and the resulting 
turbulence.  
 
Size: In general, the larger the airplane, the better 
it will handle winds of all kinds; large models 
don't "flop around" as much! 
 
Dihedral: The more dihedral in a model’s wings, 
the more they are going to be affected by 
crosswind gusts; it is hard to keep the wings level, 
therefore lineup to the runway is difficult in a 
crosswind situation. 
�
Wing Loading: The higher the wing loading, the 
less an airplane will be affected when hit with a 
gust. 
 
Aspect Ratio: Lower aspect ratio (stubby) wings 
will be less bothered by gusts; there is less 
leverage for side forces to upset the airplane, and 
lower aspect ratio wings have a greater tolerance 
to changes in angle of attack caused by gusts. 
 
Power: Having the power to overcome the force 
of wind is necessary. The same thing goes when 
you get into a sticky situation. 
 
Lateral Control: Ailerons are beneficial in a 
crosswind landing and takeoff phases. The ability 
to dip a wing into a crosswind without changing 
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heading is essential, as is the ability to rudder the 
airplane parallel to the runway heading while 
keeping wings level with aileron while landing. 
�
Landing Gear: Models with tricycle landing gear 
are easier to land and take off in a crosswind than 
tail draggers; in addition, the wider the spread on 
the main gear, the better. 
 
Maneuverability: This one is a bit harder to 
quantify. You want a model with stability, yet you 
do need good maneuverability to cope with gusts. 
Therefore, you want a model that is stable, yet 
responsive.  
�
Wing Mounting: Generally, a low-wing airplane 
will handle crosswinds better. This is because the 
center of gravity of the airplane is nearer, in a 
vertical sense, to the aerodynamic center of the 
wing. Therefore, a side gust does not roll the 
model as easily. Moreover, by mounting the main 
landing gear on that low-wing model, they can be 
spread wider. 
 
It's unfortunate that almost every item above is in 
direct opposition to the characteristics found in 
many popular trainers. The main exception is the 

requirement for tricycle landing gear. But even 
with trainers, there are differences. Compare a 
Seniorita with the Kadet Mk2. While the Seniorita 
may be a bit slower and a bit easier to fly, the 
Kadet, with its ailerons, higher wing loading, 
lower aspect ratio, and lower dihedral, is a far 
better airplane when flying in windy conditions. 
Going a step further with the same kit 
manufacturer, the Cougar (.40)/Cobra (.60 size) 
kits embody all the right characteristics for windy 
flying. 
 
In closing, I offer Confucius' only known saying 
about RC flying: "To learn to fly in wind, one 
must fly in wind!" 
**************************************  
 
 
 
See you at the meeting Thursday. 
 
John 
 
 
 
 

2006 Tri County R/C Club Member Renewal Coupon 
(Please print clearly) 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Street address: ____________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State: ____ Zip+4: _______________ 

AMA #: ___________________ Phone #: ______________________________ 

Date of Bir th _______________ Email Address: _____________________ 

Please check the appropr iate line.                             Dues are $25.00     

___ I  prefer  to only receive email notification of the newsletter   

             (no hard copy.) 

___ I  prefer  to receive the newsletter  by USPS.  
_______________________________________________________________ 
Make checks payable to: Tr i County R/C Club.  Mail to: George Vetrecin 
I f mailing, include a copy of your  2006 AMA card.  341 North Main Street 
 Milltown, NJ 08850 

For  treasurer ’s use only 
__ Check &  number  
____________ 
__ Cash 
__ Proof of AMA 
presented __/__/__ 
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