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Coming Events 
Thursday, August 31st  
8:00 p.m. 

Club Meeting  
East Brunswick Library 

September 8-10 Rhinebeck Jamboree 

September 15-17 N.E.A.T. Fair 

Tuesday, October 24 Club Meeting 

November No Meeting 

Wednesday, December 
6, 2006 

Club Meeting, Election 
of 2007 Officers 

Tuesday, January 23, 
2007 

Club Meeting 

 
Elections 
 
As noted by Norm in his column, there are only 
three meetings until elections are upon us.  If you 
are interested in an office or know of someone 
who might be interested, let the officers (or 
committee to be named) know of your interest. 
 
And we are looking for a Nominating Committee.  
Volunteers?  Tell us on Thursday. 
 
Annual Dinner  
 
We need a dinner chairperson or someone to 
reaffirm their interest in chairing this event.  We 
will need suggestions as to where you would like 

this to be held and a few people to help with 
support. 
 
 “ From the Leader of Your  Pack!”  
 
Believe it or not, I will make an appearance at this 
month’s meeting unless something important pops 
up!  I must tell you that between work, travel, and 
a much-needed vacation everything in my life has 
conspired to keep me absent these last few 
months.  If the stars stay aligned, I hope to see you 
this month. 
 
Personally, I had been in a period of no building 
and no working in the basement for a period of 
months, but of late I have my act back in gear. I 
found that if I don’ t sit in front of the TV right 
after dinner and keep my butt moving, there are 
things that can get done in the shop! 
 
I have been flying at every opportunity on the 
weekends with weather permitting.  I have even 
been spending time at the field during all those 
very hot days too! 
 
In the past month I managed to stall and spin my 
flying wing electric into the ground (no damage) – 
this one was due to very unusual wind shear near 
the top of the tree line at one of the fields where I 
was flying.   
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Then I bounced my electric street fighter Corsair 
straight in when I screwed up a very fast landing.  
The body broke into 3 pieces – the good news is it 
is all foam and a little epoxy and is not much 
worse for wear! 
 
Last, I have a new (this season) 40 size Aerobat 
that I have managed to stall on landing at least 
twice, each time kind of breaking little things that 
are easily repaired; except the bird is looking a 
little worn! 
 
All the above is out of character for me, as I 
usually sell aircraft I get bored with after a few 
seasons! 
 
To top this all off, I have had two mishaps in the 
shop at home – one involving a wing falling on a 
brand new aircraft’s stab and breaking it.  The 
other is more complicated - while I was using my 
table saw, a scrap of wood shot back and put a 
hole in a new fuse of a yet unassembled ARF, but 
then for $100 one can easily order a replacement 
fuse!  Sometimes it doesn’ t pay to get out of bed! 
 
I would like to make you all aware of some 
interesting things in the marketplace.  One is new 
technology from Hitec that has receivers with auto 
sensing and can operate with either JR/Airtronics 
or Futaba transmitters.  They have a tiny one about 
the size of my thumbnail (good for very small 
electrics) at about $29. 
 
Next JR has this whole new Sport line with 
reduced prices on servos, batteries and receivers. 
Also included in this mix now is a transmitter 
synthesizer as well as receivers with push button 
frequency capability.  I’m having a difficult time 
seeing what “JR Sport”  denotes other than reduced 
prices. 
 
On the aircraft front there is this new entry (at least 
to me) called Nitro Models.  They have some 
really interesting models with some very low 
prices, and they are well worth checking out.  I 
recently saw their Bearcat that is scant more than 
$100 for the ARF, and you would be amazed at the 
value.  

Presidential Soap Box: 
In my absence from the meeting I learned from 
some e-mails that we seem to have ‘unsafe’  
conditions related to some newly minted pilots in 
our club.  Then I see a whole bunch of discussion 
about changing the qualification requirements to 
sign off a new pilot because of this ‘unsafe’  
situation. 
 
Frankly, I have been in this club for just over 35 
years and shake my head in wonderment at all this.  
Then, when I question the individuals making 
these assertions, I am told that a change in rules to 
emulate what some other club does is the answer.  
 
You have to wonder at all this – is there a problem 
with the program that has worked for all these 
years and served us so well, or is there a failure of 
those qualifying our new pilots to adequately do 
the job?  Is there maybe a factor where certain 
individuals like to fix what is not broken?  It really 
makes you think about it. 
 
I recently saw a similar reaction in another club, 
where one person, who was qualified and not 
properly informed, caused a gross over reaction 
that resulted in lots of hard feelings, with many of 
those who are in the training program looking at 
higher and higher hurdles.  No one would confront 
the actual issue, and instead, ‘new’  draconian rules 
were instituted to fix the problem.  On top of this, 
we also experienced long drawn out discussions 
with heated opinions expressed, resulting in 
several key trainers just walking away from the 
program and leaving a void. 
 
I also have met several people who faced the 
training program being promoted and they walked 
away from that club because the requirements 
were daunting to them. 
 
When I dared to question why we are fixing what 
was not broken in my opinion, I was then told that 
if I wanted to speak out I needed to become an 
active instructor for this club! 
 
At this point, I don’ t want to cause the same 
reaction I’ve seen elsewhere from both instructors 
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and students.  I submit that this is a hobby, and 
much like when you learn to fly full scale, you 
obtain ‘a license to learn.’   We have the same 
situation here.  We don’ t need to fix what was 
never broken with more rules and complications.  
We need to insure that we sign off people who are 
‘ ready to learn on their own,’  so to speak. 
 
Furthermore, if we have folks who we qualify and 
then they demonstrate ‘unsafe’  flying, it is up to us 
to remediate that situation. 
 
As for my acting as instructor – given my schedule 
at work and commuting, this is physically not 
possible.  On numerous occasions I have offered to 
help any number of people, and the offer is still 
open; however, I do not fly at Edison very often.  I 
have extended offers several times in this 
newsletter to anyone interested in joining me 
elsewhere as my guest should they choose to – so 
far none have! 
 
I tell you one and all our program is not broken – I 
tell you that the instructors have always done an 
outstanding job, and we have never before been 
faced with such comments.  In fact, it is because of 
the instruction that is given that we continue to 
draw new membership and further interest in our 
club.  
 
If there has been a lapse or some people have been 
qualified too quickly, then fix the obvious without 
complicating the whole situation and getting 
everyone in the reactive and defensive posture. 
Remember, this is only a hobby! 
 
I’m off my soapbox now!! 
 
We have now three meetings before elections.  We 
need someone to start the nominating process.  
Your officers have all served long tenure, and it is 
time for some fresh blood sitting in front of you.  If 
you can help scare up some nominees, please step 
up.  If you want to run for office, please step up.  It 
is your club too and time for you to take some of 
the burden off the current crop of officers. 
 

We have our year-end dinner coming and really 
have to set a date now and start to collect the funds 
as of the September meeting so please get ready. 
 
Norm 
 
New Member 
 
At the July meeting we welcomed Victor Massarri 
as our newest member. 
 
Guest 
 
We also welcomed a return visit by Bill Murphy 
and his helper Montana.  Bill and Montana have 
been visiting the Edison field as well. 
 
July Drawings 
 
The “50-50”  drawing was split between Victor 
Massarri, Victor (again), and Rich Dvorin. 
 
Pete Treantafellou took home the gallon of fuel. 
 
Library 
  
Just a reminder that Bill Binder (732-679-2511 or 
iiwild@aol.com ) is our new librarian. 
  
The library©s inventory is listed on our web site.  
Please visit the site and talk to Bill; he could use 
the business. 
 
Beginners’  Night 
Still Going – until Daylight Saving Time ends. 
 
Every Tuesday night is beginners’  night at Edison 
Field.  We have some very qualified instructors 
that really want to help you get your wings. 
 
Currently Alex Szemere (732-821-5644), Rich 
Dvorin (732-254-2679), Charlie Bissette (732-
251-5103), and Ed Pochinski (732-846-4895) are 
our regular Tuesday night instructors.  However, 
instruction is not limited to Tuesday nights.  If you 
would like to train some other night or on the 
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weekend, just call an instructor and work out a 
convenient schedule.  
 
This Month©s Classic Mystery Ship by 
Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship for this month should be easily 
identified.  Its unusual, fast, rugged, and a 
"termite©s delight."  That should be all the clues 
you need!......Whatzit? 
 

July©s Classic Mystery Ship by Bill Keller 

 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was the Douglas A-
20, known primarily as both "Havoc" and 
"Boston."  The A-20 was one of the most 
extensively built light bombers of WWII.  The 
basic design started as early as 1936, and as you 
can see, it was excellent, providing great service in 
a variety of roles throughout the war.  Bomber 
versions carried the bombardier in the Plexiglas 
nose; attack variants had an aluminum nose 
housing both cannon and machine guns.  In 1939 
the French ordered 100. This showed the need for 
modifications to a mid-wing version, as well as 
fuselage changes, deeper and narrower, for 
increased bomb and fuel loads. Another variant 
was a night fighter, equipped with radar, 8 nose-
mounted machine guns, and flame-dampening 
exhaust.  Russia even had their A-20©s mounted 
with 2 dorsal turret machine guns.  US forces in 
New Guinea equipped theirs with 40 para-frag 
(parachute-fragmentation) bombs.  Final engines 
were 1700 HP R-2600-29 Wright-Cyclone units 
giving a cruise of 230 MPH and a 25,000 ft 
ceiling. Take-off max weight was 27,200 lb.  
Some of the above data was taken from the 

Complete Encyclopedia of World Aircraft......Bill 
Keller 
 
Field Reports 
 
Uncle Milt’ s Adventures.  By M ilton 
Silverstein 
 

Hi all.  August was a busy month.  I went to the 
JCSF Electric Fly-In.  There were a lot of flyers 
there, some large planes, two Mud Ducks, and 
others.  Stan Berger flew a 1/4 scale Cub.   

 

Electric is the coming thing.  I got a chance to go 
to the Westfield Armory with Leon Schulman and 
his friend Dave.  I flew my Aero Hog Ace, a fun 
plane.  I bounced it off the wall and the roof and 
just picked it up and flew it again.  I also got a 
chance to fly a converted Penny Plane Bipe.  It 
flies so slowly you can land it in your hand.  
Flying indoors can be a lot of fun.   
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On Sunday I went to the AMA District II Fly-In at 
Dorbrook Park in Colts Neck.  JCSF runs a nice 
event.  Jason Schulman was the featured flyer.  
WOW, can he ever fly!  For pictures of the event, 
go to the JCSF web site at www.jcsportfliers.org  

That’s all for now; keep flying MILT. 

Edison Field 
 
Alex sent in some pictures taken at the Edison 
Field on Tuesday evening, August 22. 
 

 
Rich Dvorin helping Doris.  She’s happy and Rich 
is so serious.  Who is teaching who? 

 
Bill Bender waiting his turn.  Let’s see, right is 
right; left is left except when it’s not. 
 

 
Gus Cuesta “but I did charge the batteries.”  
 

 
Dave DeLeon cleaning up, and ARFTFT (Almost 
Ready For The Flight Test.) 
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Bill, “ I’ve got it.”   Rich, “Oh, OK, I’ ll just rest a 
moment.”  
 

 
Oh, boy, I guess I do have to work after all. 
 

 
Rich, Leon, Milt, Unknown, and Bill Whitlock 
doing a little hangar flying at dusk. 

 
Eddie P. watching Rich strutting proudly around 
after all the planes landed safely – relatively 
speaking.  
 
East Brunswick 
 
I stopped out at the Heavenly Farms Field a few 
Sundays ago.  As I got there a rain shower passed 
thru.  Even so, there were no members out.  There 
is a lot of heavy equipment moving dirt around 
just east of where we fly.  And we cannot say that 
the field is not being used.   
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For Sale 
 
Got something to sell?  Want something and 
cannot find it?  Put it here.  It works. 
 
Model of the Month 
 
There were two models at the July meeting.  Irwin 
Keshner brought a Graupner Terrie.  This is a 
foam three channel electric model.  

 
Irwin reports that this is a fun, take anywhere 
model.  A speed 400 brushed motor and a 600 ma 
7-cell NiCad powers the plane. 
 

 
Rich Lega won the MOM with his E-Flite Electric 
Foam P-47 Thunderbolt.  The 26 ounce plane has 
a 39”  wingspan and is powered by an E-Flite 
brushless 450 outrunner and a 3 cell LiPo. 
 
Non-Club Events 
 
September 8-10 Rhinebeck Jamboree  Old 
Rhinebeck Aerodrome.  For more information go 
to www.mhrcs.com/pages/Jamboree.htm and 
www.oldrhinebeck.org for directions. 
 
September 15-17 N.E.A.T. Fair.  Downsville, NY  
An all-electric event.  www.neatfair.org has all the 
information. 
 
September 23-24.  Warbirds Over the Top.  Held 
at the Newton Airport.  For more information and 
directions go to: 
www.toponewjersey.org  
 
Quick Tips 
 
If you are assembling or disassembling something 
with more than two parts and a screw, document 
it.  How?  Use a cheap digital camera.  Take a 
picture or two at each step.  Then save the pictures 
to your computer.  No need to print them.  Just 
pop them up on the screen with Microsoft’s 
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viewer.  Can’ t see the details?  MS’s viewer has a 
neat zoom function. 
 
Spackle Bucket tip number one billion and one. 
 
Carry your fuel, cleaning solvents, and any other 
nasty liquids to the field in a bucket.  The wider 
base makes it harder to tip over if not secured (But 
use the handle and cord to tie it to something in the 
car) and if your fuel container or fuel hoses leak, 
the bucket will contain the spill.  No, don’ t ask 
why I know; just use the bucket. 
 
Char lie in N.C. 
 
Charlie and Rachel Bissette are currently in 
Greensboro, N.C., tending to Rachel’s mom.  
Charlie took a break and stopped out to a local 
field and took these pictures. 
 

 
Nice welcoming sign. 
 

 

Nice WACO UPF-7 in the front.  Looks like a 
Kangka Models version of the late Jimmy 
Franklin’s air show plane. 

 
Pride Grim kneels next to his 33% Carden with a 
DA100 motor.  In the background is Jay Morrow 
holding his Sig 4-Star Forty with a Saito 100.  Jay 
has been flying for one month and is already 
making landings. 

 
This is Maurice Pugh holding a U Can Do 3D 60.  
The plane uses a Perry pump to keep the fuel 
flowing in the vertical maneuvers.  Notice the 
shelter in the background.  It offers shelter and has 
electricity for that all-important refrigerator with 
cool drinks.  A lot of fencing and benches 
surround the area.   
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Here is Maurice hovering.  Check the runway – 
low cut grass.  Nice simple high grass barrier 
between the runway and pilot.   
 
Char lie’s Surpr ise 
 
Charlie’s wife, daughter, and grandson surprised 
him at the July meeting with an 80th birthday party. 
 

 
Charlie walking into the meeting totally surprised. 
 

 
The conspirators; Rachel, Joshua, and Cheryl. 
 

 
Nice –tasted good too. 
 
See you at the meeting, 
 
John 
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