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Coming Events 
March 29, 2007 Club Meeting 

March 31, 2007 Tri-County Wing 
Snappers Swap Meet 

April 13, 2007 The Toledo Show 

April 26, 2007 Club Meeting, Beauty 
Pageant  

 
Dues Due 
 
Last Call.  The Annual Dues are due.  The price is 
still $25.00.  To help the treasurer there is a 
coupon attached to the last page of the newsletter 
for your convenience.  Please fill out completely – 
including your email address, and  mail or give it 
to Bill Binder, our treasurer.  Make sure you attach 
a copy of your 2007 AMA Membership Card.  If 
you hand Bill the coupon and check, you can just 
show him the new card. 
 
The last date that 2007 dues will be collected will 
be March 31, 2007. 
 
Thank You, Bill   From Alex 

  
You may remember the Club's blue sign displayed 
at the old flying field in Monroe.  Bright yellow 

lettering, holding its color forever... we hope to 
use it again soon! 
  
Do you remember who made it and donated it to 
the Club?  It was none other than Bill Horne, 
former member who resided near that field.  
  
Recently, Bill and his wife moved to Florida. Yes, 
he "retired" to do more welding work, repairs on 
antique cars.  He donated several items to the 
club...planes, field equipment, and paint, etc.  
  
We appreciate his generosity.  The donation will 
be put to good use, benefiting beginners and 
maybe some fundraising.  He will continue to 
pursue this great sport, and we expect some 
periodic updates on his piloting skills.  
  
Bill, we wish you Happy and Safe Landings!  
 
The Leader of the Pack by Art Goldstein 
 

Folks, I have been busy getting my Fed & State tax 
return filed  - owed on the federal; paid most of it 
with the state refund.  I have activated the Aerofly 
software package I bought from Rich.  It’s an 
incredible package, I would recommend to anyone.  
I will finish up the work I have to do on my hobby 
room this weekend.  The weather finally seems to 
be saying spring.  I have seen the first Robin Red 
Breast this "spring".  
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 Alex emailed me he was flying off of the ice?  
Talk about dedication.   
 
  See you all at the meeting. 
Art 
 
February’s drawings 
 
50/50 
Won by Chris Leeds, Bill Buck, and Alex 
Szemere. 
 
Peter Treantafellou took home the gallon of fuel. 
 
February’s classic Mystery Ship by Bill 
Keller 
 

 
 
Our mystery ship last month was (officially) the 
Curtiss-Wright CW-20, known to most of us as the 
C-46 Commando. This plane started out (first 
flight) on March 26, 1940, as the prototype for a 
36-seat commercial airliner. Immediately noticed 
by the military, with anticipated use for cargo, 
transport, and casualty evacuation, a military 
version was ordered and designated C-46 
Commando, using two 2000hp Pratt and Whitney 
R-2800-43 engines. These planes became the 
largest and heaviest twins to serve with the 
USAAF. Three thousand were built by war's end. 
Their cargo capacity and huge loading doors 
proved to be of great importance when flying "over 
the hump"--supplying our troops by flying over the 
Himalayas to China from India, making a vital 
contribution to this airlift program. The USAF still 
used C-46's in the Korean Conflict, and early in 
the Viet Nam War. Maximum take-off weight was 
45,000lb (30,000lb empty). Max speed was 
270mph (173mph cruise) with a ceiling of 
24,500ft. Truly a landmark aircraft!...Some of the 

above data was taken from The Complete 
Encyclopedia of World Aircraft......Bill Keller 
 
This Month©s Classic Mystery Ship by 
Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month is obviously British 
and was active in their FAA (Fleet Air Arm) from 
1933 to 1945. If you watched any of the various 
documentaries on "Sink the Bismarck" etc you'll 
see some of these planes making torpedo runs--
sometimes attacking their own ships! (None of the 
"Fish" found the target, thankfully!)...How many 
Mystery Ships can you count in this picture?�
 
For Sale 
 
CAP 232 Hangar 9 - .40 Size 
ARF-NIB Will take to meeting $150.00  
Contact Alex: tcrcy2k@aol.com or 732-816-1810 
 
CAP 232 -.40 size Hangar  9 ARF - NIB $150.00 

  
LASER 200 - 1.20 size Seagull Models ARF – NIB 
$200.00 

  
  
For  details, contact Alex: 732-816-1810 or  
TCRCY2K@aol.com 
 
Non-Club Events 
 
March 31, 2007, Tri-County Wing Snapper Swap 
Meet, Hamburg, PA www.tcws.org  
 
April 13th, 14th, & 15th, 2007. Toledo Show 
SeaGate Centre, 401 Jefferson Avenue, Toledo, 
Ohio 43604 www.toledoshow.com 
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Field Level Observations:   by Norman 
Berger       

 
This month, given the break in the weather 
BEFORE the snow and ice storm this week, I got 
to see what retirement is all about!  I actually went 
out and flew 4 out of 5 days until the snow stopped 
me.  If you have to work, you have my sympathies.  
I don’ t know yet when I might get bored with such 
conditions, but I have the feeling that it might take 
a while in my case. 
 
On the days I got out, conditions were pretty good.  
One of the days the temperature actually reached 
71 degrees.  It felt like mid summer, and I hope we 
get a lot more days like this real soon. 
 
We see a lot of guys coming out after the winter, 
and I would caution you to make sure you 
carefully go over your equipment and set up very 
carefully.  Batteries should be cycled and replaced 
when indicated; aircraft should be checked to 
insure everything is in place and there are no 
broken parts, etc. 
 
After the winter layoff the pilot needs some ‘ tune 
up’  as well.  I recently witnessed a guy who came 
out with a beautiful electric 4 Star 40 which he 
flew into the pits because he had the wrong model 
programmed into his transmitter.  I was going to 
take a picture of the wreck, but I thought better of 
it since he looked a bit upset, and I didn’ t want to 
come off as a real jerk!  Please remember you still 
have to check your controls BEFORE you take off!  
Range checking is also not a bad idea too! 
 
I have been flying my SPEKTRUM 7 radio system 
and report absolutely no problems with it.  In the 
last few days I flew the Spectrum alongside 
another member of the JCRCC club (we think we 
were first in the area to have more than one in the 
air) and experienced no problems. 
 
I have run into a couple of guys who are telling us 
that there are ’problems’  with the Spectrum in that 
a cell phone ring up ‘might’  interfere with the 

connection while flying. These same folks also 
cite ‘ information’  that a Spectrum ‘might’  be very 
voltage sensitive and drop out too early. 
 
I listen to the above fully realizing that so much of 
this is probably misinformation, and I almost get 
the impression that they like to talk or there is a 
level of ‘ fun police’  going on here that tries to stop 
others from having fun because they don’ t 
participate.  
 
On top of this I have run into one ‘know it all’  that 
has actually bought a Spectrum system and has 
done everything to make it fail other than flying it.  
He reports no real problems, but is looking for 
‘ trouble.’   One would wonder why he bought it 
and what he hopes to accomplish. 
 
To all the skeptics, I say GET OVER IT – 
ACCEPT CHANGE – CHANGE IS GOOD! 
 
This is clearly a more flexible and safer alternative 
to conventional systems, and if you take a look at 
the really interesting features, you would 
understand the real advantages herein.  It doesn’ t 
mean you need to go out and replace everything, 
but it would make more sense to keep an open 
mind because there is a real and very important 
change happening here. 
 
In an effort to shut these guys up I recently wrote 
to Horizon and repeated the ‘expert’  comments 
and asked them to respond.  When and if I do hear 
back (I assume I will) I will report on it.  In the 
meantime, if I were buying a new radio and or just 
starting out, a Spectrum system is the only way to 
go! 
 
The new RF modules to convert older radios to a 
Spectrum system will most certainly help to spread 
the technology faster, so tighten your seat belt as 
surely the ‘peanut gallery’  will have more 
‘knowledge’  to share with us all.  At least it gives 
me fodder for this column. 
 
In the past few weeks I attended the WRAMS 
Show in White Plains, NY.  This show has been 
on the downslide, so to speak, for the last few 
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years.  While this year’s show wasn’ t particularly 
bad, it should be noted that there were a number of 
significant vendors no longer there and an influx 
of what I would call ‘ filler’  that was less relevant.  
It is kind of slipping away slowly, and I hope the 
organizers can do something to improve the 
situation before there is nothing left.  I kind of get 
the impression that costs are too high, and looking 
at the demographics of the crowd, that the 
audience is aging significantly and not growing. 
I think what ails the WRAMS Show is indicative 
of the hobby/sport as well and that we need to 
attract and keep new folks or the hobby as we 
know it will significantly be altered within our 
lifetimes.  I think ARF’s and electric power 
actually help, but the real fix here is new blood for 
sure, or the hobby will die with the present 
generation. 
 
We also made our annual pilgrimage to the 
Lebanon Flea Market in Lebanon, PA.  This is one 
huge gathering and extremely well attended.  
Again I was kind of disappointed in that the ‘stuff’  
there was not very fresh and interesting (there was 
a lot of it) as in the past, and other than a few odd 
‘parts’  I bought very little. 
 
During April I make my annual trip to Toledo for 
the Weak Signals Show on April 12-15 and really 
hope it does not disappoint.  This show, if you 
have never gone, is ‘ IT’  – anybody that is 
providing material to the hobby is there, new 
products generally abound, and some interesting 
‘deals’  can generally be had.  On top of the official 
show there is an extensive Flea Market at the same 
time. There is also an Auction on Saturday 
evening, but I am already home before that 
happens so I can’ t comment.  Oh yes, there is also 
a large model contest with some absolutely 
fantastic airplanes that I wish I could build.  I will 
take pictures if I can and post them to the web site 
after the show. 
 
Until next month, may the weather gods provide 
more of those good days for us all. 
 
The Keyboard by Mike Forbes 
 

Congratulations to all the contestants in last 
month’s Work-In-Progress Night.  I really enjoyed 
it but wished the meeting was an hour longer so I 
could actually inspect the competition.  

The Hi Tech Ar ticle: 
I think all of us were impressed at how smoothly 
and scale-like Charlie’s 50 year old homemade 
retracts looked.  If you want the same appearance 
without the home brewing effort (and about a 
pound lighter) check out http://lado-tech.com/ for 
their electric linear actuator that drops into regular 
retract mechanisms. 

 
So you can’ t afford the 14MZ radio…. join the 
club.  Check out the new 12Z radio at 
http://www.futaba-rc.com/radios/futj9300.html  
An absurd amount of features for a measly $1400.  
It does not; however, appear to have the 14MZ’s 
MP3 music player or Espresso maker. 
 
One really interesting electronics company is 
Dimension Engineering (DE) at 
http://www.dimensionengineering.com.  Their 
most popular products are their ParkBEC Battery 
Eliminators for electric aircraft of various sizes.  
The built-in Battery Eliminator in your speed 
controller is often severely overworked by your 
servos.  Cheapo servos and digital servos are the 
worst.  The dedicated BEC’s that Dimension 
offers typically weigh little more than the length of 
wire they replace, and offer several times the 
current capacity for your hungry servos.  Another 
interesting application is for using a 2-cell lipo 
pack to power a glow aircraft. Lipos, which supply 
3.7 volts per cell, cannot be configured to supply 
the 5~6volts that your receiver and servos want.  
Using a switching-type BEC with a 2-cell lipo 
(7.4volts), you can have 5 volts at the receiver and 
2000mah of flight time at half the weight of a 
650mah NiCad pack.  Also, DE has some really 
neat switching, LiPo-cutoff, and robot driver stuff.  
Check ‘em out sometime. 
 
How would you like on-board video that no longer 
requires a Ham License?  Check out 
http://www.boostervision.com/cart/scripts/radome.
htm …the price isn’ t bad either. 
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And finally, if you click on any of the links I’ve 
supplied, click on this one: 
http://www.eagletreesystems.com.  They have 
been around for a year or two now, but they really 
exploded their product line recently.  They started 
with a neato Data Acquisition System (DAQ) that 
was wildly upgradeable, and then they started 
producing sensors that you could outfit it with to 
record pretty much every imaginable aspect of 
your flight.  The altimeter, engine RPM and heat 
sensor were first, but then came the servo current 
logger, accelerometers, pack voltmeter, airspeed, 
and of course the GPS that’s compatible with 
Google Earth. The icing on the cake is the nicely 
done graphical interface where you just plug this 
DAQ into your laptop or home computer and get a 
real-time re-enactment of your flight with all the 
true data you could imagine.  
 
I hope to see you all at the meeting,  
Mike 
 
Work in Progress Night 
 
Photos and information supplied by Alex Szemere, 
Norm Berger, Milt Silverstein, Mike Forbes, and 
Joe Plotnick. 
 
 
 
 

 
Mike Listening to Charlie explain the P-51 
retracts.  Charlie’s P-51 is of his own design.  
Construction is of balsa, hardwood, and 

“EEEpoxy”  for the hand laid up fuselage that 
Charlie designed and made the mold for.  This 
very long term project has an 82”  wing span and 
59”  fuselage length.  Besides retracts, Charlie 
designed in working flaps. 
 

 
Mike Forbe’s Navion is being built from a set of 
Berkley plans.  The 67”  plane is being constructed 
with balsa and plywood.  Covering will be 
“Flightmetal”  and fiberglas.  Mike plans on using 
a Saito 125 for power. 
 

 
The judges scrutinize Chris’  Cub.  This Sig 
Clipped winged Cub is from the builders kit.  
Coverall will be used to simulate the fabric 
covering.  
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Irwin, Joe, and Rich inspect Analtolly’s plans built  
Soviet Polikarlov 1-16 Rata.  An AXI 2212/20 
supples power to the 31 inch span fighter. 

 
Mike showing off all the pictures he took of the 
real Navion that a friend has at a local airport. 

 
Our judges, George Vetricin, Rich Dvorin, and Joe 
Plotnick look over Bill Buck’s plans built OV-10.  
Bill plans on using two ST 61 engines to power the 
81”  model. 
 

 
Pete’s Mosquito gets a good looking over.  This 
plans built model is constructed with foam, 
plywood, and balsa.  It is covered with fiberglas 
cloth and resin.   
 
 

 
Here is Milt’s Great Planes Slo-Poke.  A 52 four-
cycle engine will power the balsa and ply plane.   
 

 
This Lanier 84”  Giant Stinger is the latest project 
to come out of Bob Mackey’s workshop.  A G-62 
is hanging off of the front of the fuselage.  The 
plane will be covered with silk span and Oracover, 
and be painted with orange and white epoxy paint.  
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See, they do work – even after 50 years! 
 
WRAM’s Redone  by Bob Mackey 

 
In late February I made my 38th trip to the 
WRAM’s Show.  Time truly does fly. 
 
My first impression is that there were fewer 
exhibitors, and in comparing this year’s program 
to last years, they seem to be down about a dozen 
spaces. 
 
It makes you wonder why some of the industries 
biggest players such as Sig, Dubro, Lanier, and 
others don’ t show.  I’ve heard the whole hobby 
industry is down, and maybe companies point to 
Toledo to get the biggest bang for the buck. 
 
Each year I make up a shopping list for companies 
I hope will appear.  This time my list was less 
fulfilled. 
 
A goodly number of companies still appear.  
Unfortunately a lot are pushing products I’m not 
interested in such as electrics, boats, and cars.  As 
we all know, airplane kits are a dead horse, so 
those outfits were in short supply. 
 
I’ve heard quite a few guys say this was their last 
show, but if they have one next year, I’ ll be there. 
 
 
A Photo Montage of the WRAM’s by 
Charlie Bissett 

 

 
A P-47 cockpit 

 
A Beech B-17 Stagger wing.  This one finished as 
a U.S. Army Air Corps VIP Transport. 
 

 
A Soviet SU-35.  The full size has vectored thrust. 
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An A-10 Warthog.  Big ugly looking thing that has 
a tank busting Gatlin Gun in it’s nose. 
 

 
A British Westlan “Wyvern”   This carrier based 
plane uses contra-rotating props to absorb the 
power of its turboprop motor. 
 

 
A 1918 Curtiss “Jenny”  JN-4.  Used to train our 
pilots for WWI and later for barnstorming.  A 400 
hp. Liberty motor hung off of its nose. 
 

 
1934 “Time Flies Cleveland Racer.  Used a Pratt 
& Whitney Twin Wasp motor and a Hamilton 
Standard constant speed propeller. 
 

 
A model of the USS Maine by Fred Hutchiss of 
Long Beach, New York.  Made with thin brass 
plate for ease of soldering. Fred worked on the 
model full time for 21 months using only hand 
tools to cut and form the parts. 
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See all the photos on our web site. 
 
www.tricountyrc.com 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Thanks to all that contributed to this month’s 
newsletter.   
 
See you at the meeting, 
John 

 
 
 

2007 Tri County R/C Club Member Renewal Coupon 
(Please print clearly) 

Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Street address: _____________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ State: ____ Zip+4: _____________ 

AMA #: ___________________ Phone #: ________________________ 

                                                      Cell #: __________________________ 

Date of Bir th _____________ Email Address: _____________________ 

Dues are $25.00     

_______________________________________________________________ 
Make checks payable to: Tr i County R/C Club.  Mail to:  Bill Binder  
I f mailing, include a copy of your  2007 AMA card.   5 Morsell Place 
  Old Br idge, NJ 08857 

For the treasurer’s 
use: 

�  Check & 
Check Number 
________ 

�  Cash 

�  Proof of 2007 
AMA 
 
         /       /2007 
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