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Coming Events 
8:00 p.m., Thursday, 
September 27th, 2007 

Club Meeting 

8:00 p.m., Monday 
November 12, 2007 

Club Meeting 

8:00 p.m., Tuesday 
December 4, 2007 

Club Meeting and 
election of 2008 
officers 

 
Meeting Dates 
 
Our meeting this month is at its normal date and 
time.  However, look closely at the next two dates.  
They are a little different than we normally see.   
 
Because of conflicts with the scheduling at the 
library we will not have a meeting in October.  
There will be a meeting in November, but in the 
middle of the month and on a Monday- the 12th.  
We will then have our normal December meeting 
on Tuesday, December 4th. 
 
Confused?  Me too.   
 
In some ways this will help, especially in the 
collection of funds for the annual club dinner. 
 
 
 
 

Prospective New Member 
 
At the August meeting we welcomed Francisco 
Rodriquez as a prospective member to the club.   
 
Annual Dinner  
 
The final wrap for the dinner will be decided at 
this Thursday’s meeting.  Mike Forbes is again 
M.C.  He is planning on O’Conners again since 
everything worked out so nice last year.  The 
tentative date looks like Saturday, December 9th. 
 
Drawings 
 
Bill Zydycryn, Ken Rifkin, and Milton Silverstein 
all shared in the monthly “50-50.”  
 
Bill Binder won the gallon of fuel. 
 
Flight Training Nights Are Still 
Going...  
 
Evening flight training is still going on.  Training 
has even been expanded to two days at the East 
Brunswick field.  They are Sundays and 
Thursdays.  Tuesday are still at Edison.  Of course 
this is weather and daylight permitting.  Daylight 
Savings time ends this year on Sunday, November 
4th. 
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Alex has been “mass emailing”  all members who 
are not qualified 
 
Last month it was mentioned that Anatoliy was 
signed off as a pilot.  Here’s a photo of Rich 
giving Anatoliy his card. 
 

 
 
Alex took some pictures at the Heavenly Farms 
field at one of the September training days. 
 

 
This is Bill Zydycryn getting his C.G. Falcon 56 
ARF ready to fly. 

 
Francisco Rodriquez getting a little stick time with 
a buddy box. 
 

 
Bill Keller stopped out to watch the action and get 
a little sun. 
 
If you are interested in getting some training, 
contact Alex or Rich and make sure they will be at 
the field.  And try to get there early, it is getting 
dark earlier each day. 
 
Alex’s number is 732-297-8380 and his email is 
tcrcy2k@aol.com .  Rich Dvorin’s number is 732-
254-2679 or email him at 
RMDvorin@comcast.net  
 
Happy and Safe Landings! 
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August’s Classic Mystery Ship by Bill 
Keller 
 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship from last month was the Curtiss 
(A competitor for first flight of Orville and 
Wilbur) Model 71 (SOC Seagull). This was the 
last of the Curtiss-designed biplanes to be used 
operationally by the US Navy. A similar design 
was the Fairey "Swordfish"; both of these planes 
should have been phased out at the beginning of 
WWII, but due to their excellence of design, they 
stayed in operation for "the duration." The Seagull 
was designed in 1934 as fitting the Navy©s 
requirement for a scouting/observation aircraft, 
and first flight was April of 1934, and dubbed 
SOC (Scout Observation Curtiss #1). Initial design 
was a floatplane with conversion to wheels 
(incorporated in the central float). The pilot and 
gunner were housed in tandem cockpits; the rear 
gunner had a flexibly mounted 0.30 machine gun 
in the aft compartment covered with a sliding 
turtle deck. Power was the 600 hp Pratt & Whitney 
R-1340-18 Wasp radial engine giving 165mph top 
speed, 133 mph cruise, and range of 675 miles. 
Production ended in 1938; Curtiss proposed as its 
successor the SO3C "Seamew," but it proved to be 
unsatisfactory, and was withdrawn from front line 
service. The tried-and-true Seagulls went back into 
operational status until the end of the war. 
 
  Some of the above data taken from the Complete 
Encyclopedia of World Aircraft...........Bill Keller 
 
This Month©s Classic Mystery Ship by 
Bill Keller 
 
Our Mystery Ship this month should make you 
think a little bit, as it©s obviously of Russian 

manufacture; the company is still in business. The 
designer was, at the time, one of the best known in 
the world. He, along with his partner, started a 
long line of successful (and some not so!) designs 
up to and including the jet age. 
 
For Sale 
 

 
SIG Four Star 40 Kit - NIB $75.00 
 

 
Bucker Jungmann Pilot Kit -vintage- $850.00 
 

 
Somethin© Extra 40 - Kit, 75% finished - $95.00 
 
 
Interested?  Contact Alex... tcrcy2k@aol.com or 
Cell 732-816-1810 
 

Field Level Observations:   by Norman 
Berger       
 
The season is still in full swing, and there is plenty 
of time and good weather ahead hereabouts to get 
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in some good flying! If you are one of the 
procrastinators waiting for the ‘perfect day’  this is 
the time of the year where there can be many.  
Once the clock reverts to Eastern Standard Time, 
then we start the count down to the end of the 
season. This year the date for the time change is 
delayed until November 4th so there is still a good 
5-6 weeks in front of you! 
In the past few weeks I have been looking into 
various electronic ‘gadgets’  which I think others 
may be interested in and herein I will let you know 
about some of them. 
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Opt04 Optical Isolator that is 
similar to Electro Dynamic EDR-
111 in that it allows you to isolate 
the servos; however, besides it is 
half the price of EDR-111 it deals 
with fewer servos (4 vs.6) it 
accomplishes the same thing.  
 I chose this to isolate power to a 
retract system in my Hanger 9 P40 
so that I have a separate battery for 
the retracts that won’ t take away 
from my airborne pack. 
I would also suggest checking out 
their line of LIPO charges and any 
closeouts they offer from time to 
time. Right now there is a closeout 
on a starter battery field charger 
which sure is handy when you get 
to the field only to find you did not 
charge it! 
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This company specializes in Li-Ion 
solutions for RC and offers 
solutions for transmitter pack 
replacement as well as receiver 
power. 
Li-Ion technology is the battery 
technology you find in laptop 
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computers, is very dependable, and 
holds up better than other 
alternatives. 
Typically, a transmitter pack runs 
around $100 which may sound 
high; however, if you consider that 
it will outlast and outperform 
conventional NICAD or NIMH 
technology you might consider it. 
Imagine charging your transmitter 
only a few times all season vs. 
every session – it is possible! 
The receiver solutions require a 
regulator to reduce pack voltage 
down to 6 volts or 5.1 volts as 
needed for your application – again 
more initial cost, but worth 
considering for the advantages of 
Li-Ion. 
At present there is a promotion on a 
complete Li-Ion airborne solution 
including battery, charger, voltage 
monitor and regulator that is worth 
considering. 
I have a friend who claims he flies 
all season on the transmitter pack 
only charging 3-4 times, and he is 
very active! 
Another solution they offer is the 
PowerBox. This device has all the 
features you get from the EDR stuff 
above, but much more sophisticated 
and normally coupled with the Li-
Ion solution. For those who need 
additional power, back up power, 
dual receiver fail safe and more be 
prepared to spend, but I don’ t think 
you will be disappointed or feel 
cheated – this is an ‘Ultimate’  
solution for the big guns and found 
in all those competition aircraft you 
read about. 
No, I don’ t have any of this stuff yet 
– I am thinking about it and that is 
not good for my wallet! 

 
Things are changing – technology is improving. 
What is new today is expensive and as these things 

mature the price will come down. We all need to 
be up to speed about what is coming our way so 
we can take advantage of the improved 
performance and safety provided. 
I am sure you have your favorite things you either 
have or are researching – why not share the 
information with us in the next newsletter? Will 
you share your thoughts with us? 
 
Regards, Norm 
 
Model Of The Month 
 
There were two models at the meeting.   
 
The first was Romesh Nissangaratchie.  The plane 
is a Hobby Lobby Mini Telemaster.  It is a balsa 
and “ lite-ply”  electric kit.  After construction, 
Romesh coverd the plane with a product called 
Micro Lite iron-on covering.  The plane has three 
channels and is powered by a brushless motor and 
Li-Po battery. 
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The second plane and eventual winner of the 
M.O.M. was Bob Mackey and his Balsa USA ¼ 
Fokker DR.I Tri-plane.  The balsa kit is covered 
with Coverrite Coverall iron-on fabric and painted 
with Sig dope.  The 15 pound model is powered by 
a Zenoah G26 gas engine.  The pilot is by DGA 
Designs.  Bob said that it is a nice flyer but is a 
bear to take off or land. 
 

 
 

 
 
Medic Aler t by Bob Mackey 
 
Every year in August, I come down with 
symptoms of a disease called Rhinebeck Fever.  
I’ve had this disease for 37 years now, and it 
seems like there’s no recovery. 
 

For those who’ve never heard of Rhinebeck, it’s 
an aerodrome in New York’s Hudson Valley and 
was founded by a guy named Cole Palen some 50 
years ago.  Cole bought some WWI planes from a 
museum and had the grand idea of building and 
flying them from his own field. 
 
In 1967 a local R/C club approached Cole with the 
idea of having a two-day contest at the aerodrome.  
Cole, being a modeler, fortunately accepted the 
idea and the rest is history. 
 
For years it was a contest with three or four events 
and was extremely popular.   
 
In 1996 the Mid-Hudson Club decided they 
couldn’ t handle the expanding work of running 
this meet and changed it to a fly-in format.  The 
change hasn’ t mattered too much as there’s still a 
ton of flyers and planes. 
 
The field is open on weekends from mid June to 
mid October and its worth the trip for anyone at all 
interested in aviation. 
 
 
The Keyboard by Mike Forbes 
 

Let the Mudslinging begin! 
 

The election for the President of the AMA is just 
around the corner and the candidates are busily 
kissing babies and shaking hands. You can read 
until your eyes bleed about the three candidates, 
post questions, or comments at 
http://www.rcgroups.com/ama-presidential-
nominees-490/ 

 
As far as I can tell all three candidates seem to be 
experienced, well liked and have proven 
themselves dedicated to the hobby. Dave 
Mathewson, our own District II VP, was the first 
to sign up to the RCGroups discussion board so he 
has by far the most discussion in his thread.  Like 
any political discussion, some of it is interesting, 
some just angry rants, and some of it is good ol’  
fashioned nonsense. I have yet to see or hear 
anything negative about any of the candidates, but 
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Dave seems to have the most impressive resume so 
he’s getting my vote. You can read more about 
Dave and Bill Oberdieck at their websites: 

 http://www.mathewson4pres.com 
http://www.oberdieckforpres.org/ 
 

Beware of the Cheap Chinese Junk! 
 
As a father of two young boys, I’ve been following 
the latest Recall media-fest closely. The plot has 
thickened some - Mattel has just earlier today 
publicly apologized to the Chinese contract 
manufacturers that made the recalled toys. It seems 
that in 76% of the cases, it was design error, not 
manufacturing that necessitated the recall. That’s 
one major lesson that should be taken from all this 
– a good design is the cornerstone of quality. A 
$75 Castle Creations speed controller really isn’ t 
fabricated any differently than a $10 Towerpro 
model, but they are worth every penny when it’s 
performance and reliability that counts.  You 
won’ t find a Towerpro Speedo anywhere near a 
competitive aircraft – or their $3 servos for that 
matter.  
 
That leads me to the second lesson to be learned 
here: USE COMMON SENSE. Cheap Chinese 
Crap certainly has its place in this world. You can 
go to http://www.unitedhobbies.com - located in 
Hong Kong - and outfit a Slowstick with a 
brushless motor ($7), Speed controller ($10) 
Receiver ($15) and servos ($3ea.) – that isn’ t a bad 
idea. But when it comes to models that you really 
DON’T want to crash, common sense dictates that 
you select quality name brand equipment and pay 
accordingly. I should note that plenty of quality 
name-brand equipment is made in Asia. It’s the 
company that stands behind the product that’s 
important. Neither Towerpro, United Hobbies, 
eBay peddlers or the no-name companies that sell 
the $3 servos are well known for backing their 
goods. As for Mattel, the story is only really 
shocking because their quality control and design 
teams had blundered so badly despite the 
importance of maintaining customer loyalty and 
child safety.  
 

While I’m on the theme of Common Sense, I 
believe that another Chinese product that was 
recently recalled was several tons of fish. I happen 
to be allergic to fish, but I’m certain that I would 
get a fresher product if I didn’ t buy it from the 
other side of the planet.  
 
Char lie at Warbirds over  Imlaystown 
 
Charlie Bissette visited the Mercer R/C Club event 
on Saturday September15, a windy and rainy day. 
 
At the event Charlie took these pictures of a 3 Sea 
Bees Vickers Vimy heavy bomber. 
 

 
The Vimy is owned by Richard Lee of the Mercer 
R/C Club.  .   
 

 
The Vimy has a 163.4”  wing span and weighs over 
42 pounds.  Power is by two Evolution 35 GT 
engines swinging 19x 8 4 bladed props.  The radio 
has 4 channels and 9 servos.  Keith Zimmerly is to 
be the test pilot. 
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N.E.A.T. Fair  
 
On Saturday, September 15th Marlene and I drove 
up to a little place called Peaceful Valley 
Campground.  It is located in Downsville, New 
York, hard up against the East Branch of the 
Delaware River and on the edge of the Catskill 
Park.  
 
The Northeast Aircraft Technology event is held 
by the SEFLI club (Silent Electric Fliers of Long 
Island) and is a three-day (and evening) event.  
Friday is the first official day, but fliers begin 
arriving earlier in the week to set up and get an 
early start to the flying. 
 
When we got there Saturday morning it was 
windy, cold, and occasionally raining.  The wind 
was gusting to thirty mph, and the temperature was 
in the very low 60’s – maybe colder.  The weather, 
however, did not stop a lot of the fliers.  There 
were always planes in the air.  Later in the day the 
sun showed up a few times for a few moments, 
and the wind died down around sunset.  The rain, 
that was an on and off annoyance all day. 
 
The nice thing about the event is the quantity and 
diversity of the models.  You can see anything 
from sub ounce indoor models to 1/3-scale 3D 
capable planes.  There are flat foam simple 
aerobatic planes all the way up to better than 
museum scale models.  Helicopters too.  
Helicopters that do impossible maneuvers.  Stuff 
that would make a dragonfly embarrassed and 
convinced it is better at walking.  
 
The best part of the show is the modelers.  They 
are the most friendly and talkative bunch I have 
ever come across.  And as a bonus, there is a large 
quantity of young fliers.  I’m talking about from 
five years to teenagers.  That is the future of our 
hobby.  And you know what else?  In general they 
are better pilots too.  

 
Because of the rain and wind, a lot of planes were 
stashed away under wraps, in trailers, or in the 
back of cars.  I didn’ t get too many pictures, but 
the ones I did get I will post on the web site.  I did 
get a picture of the mass warbirds launch that is 
held at the end of the official flying day.  18 planes 
were launched in quick order.  Only one mid air 
was seen.  The rest of the planes flew a racetrack 
course until the batteries wore down. 
 

 
 
Alex in Hungary 
 
Alex took a trip to Hungary this summer to visit 
relatives and do some touring. 
 
Alex sent a few pictures of a museum that he 
visited.  In it he found a model that was built by 
none other than our own Bill Buck and Milton 
Silverstein.  The model is a Top Flite Beech 
Bonanza.  
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There are more pictures.  Alex’s pictures and 
others from the NEAT and STARS events will be 
posted on our web site’s gallery in a few days.   
 
Thank You from A.M.A. 
 
The club received a nice letter of thanks from the 
A.M.A. for our recent $100 donation to the 
Academy in memory of Sid Trink   
 
Jim Cherry, Executive Director said that the 
commemorative brick will be engraved with our 
chosen inscription and laid in the Walk of Fame. 
 
Non-Club Events 
 
October 6th.  Freehold, NJ.  Northeastern “SPA” 
WANNABEES (SPA = Senior Pattern 
Association) held at U Fly Hobbies.   
http://www.seniorpattern.com/Junk/NEW%20JER
SEY%20FLYER.pdf and www.uflyhobbies.com  
 
October 6 & 7th . West Field, Oxford, PA.  
“Octoberfest Vintage Fly-In”  For all VR/CS and 
SAM models.  Hosted by Cloud Kings Radio 
Control Club http://www.cloudkingsrc.org  
 
June 16 to Oct. 14.  Rhinebeck, NY.  Airshows 
every weekend.  http://www.oldrhinebeck.org/ 
 
That’s it for this month.  Thanks go out to Charlie 
Bissette, Alex Szemere, and Bill Binder for their 
photos.  And thanks to all that contributed to this 
month’s newsletter, Norm, Rich Dvorin, Mike, 
Bob Mackey, and Alex.   
 

I would like to single Alex out again for the nice 
pictures taken at Heavenly Farms field in East 
Brunswick that are just below. 
 
See you at the meeting, 
John 
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