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Coming Events 
8:00 p.m., Monday, 
November 12, 2007 

Club Meeting 

8:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
December 4, 2007 

Club Meeting and 
election of 2008 
officers 

7:00 p.m., Saturday, 
December 8, 2007 

Annual Dinner 

 
Meeting Dates 
 
As mentioned in the last newsletter there was a 
scheduling conflict at the library.  Therefore our 
normal October meeting had to be rescheduled.   
 
Please note that our meeting is this coming 
Monday November 12th.  It will be held as usual in 
the meeting room at the East Brunswick Library. 
 
We will then return to our regular schedule and 
have our normal December meeting on Tuesday, 
December 4th. 
 
Annual Dinner  by Mike Forbes 

 
Our annual Holiday Dinner will be held again at 
O’Connor’s Beef & Chowder House in Somerset 
at 7:00pm Saturday, December 8th. The menu is 

identical to last year, with the first three selections 
at $30 being; 

-Top Sirloin 
-Maryland Crab Cakes 
-Chicken Charlemagne (sautéed with 
broccoli, mushrooms, Swiss, gruyere and 
sherry). 
And at $34, you can select from; 
-NY Strip steak 
-Shrimp Scampi and Prime Rib 
 

Again, the kids meal is $10 and they can order 
from the kid’s menu.  Vegetarian meals are 
available upon request. Coffee, tea, soda, salad bar 
(GREAT salad bar!), vegetable, and starch are 
included. Cash bar. 
 I can personally vouch for the crab cakes and the 
scampi/prime rib combo.  Please fill out the 
coupon at the end of the newsletter and get it to 
Bill Binder or myself with a check by Nov. 30th, or 
preferably the Nov 12th meeting.  O’Connor’s is 
located at 1719 Amwell Rd., Somerset NJ 08873. 
Their phone is 732-873-3990. Their website is 
www.oconnorsbeef.com. Directions and coupon 
are at the end of the newsletter. 
 
The only noticeable difference between this year’s 
Holiday Dinner and last year’s will be the 
presents. As discussed in the meetings, we have 
cut a great deal of the budget for club-purchased 
gifts this year.  The club will bring three 
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substantial gifts, and we will raffle them off. 
Tentatively, I plan the prizes to be a Futaba 6ch 
Spread-Spectrum radio, Aerofly Deluxe Simulator, 
and a Tower Gift certificate.  As I’ve done the last 
couple years, the first number called gets first 
choice, second called gets second choice, third 
called gets what’s left. 
 Additionally, we will do a personal gift exchange.  
I ask that each of you who wish to participate in 
the gift exchange bring a wrapped gift with a 
suggested value between $10~$15 – including the 
ladies. It doesn’ t necessarily have to be aircraft 
related, and gag gifts are officially okay. (bear in 
mind we may have children attending!)  You all 
will get to exchange amongst yourselves, drawn-
from-a-hat style.  So c’mon and get creative, and 
we can have some fun with it! 
 
Elections 
 
Our annual election of officers will be held during 
the December 4th meeting.  
 
We need a nominating committee to present 
candidates for the 2008 year.  In the meantime I 
have been told that the following are interested in 
running this year. 
 
For President – Art Goldstein 
For Vice President – Mike Forbes 
For Secretary – Joe Plotnick 
For Treasurer – Bill Binder 
For Trustee – Rich Dvorin 
 
Nominations are still open and will be until the 
moment of voting in December.  So, if you are 
interested in running for office, speak up at 
Monday’s meeting or even December 4th. 
 
Door Pr izes 
 
Our 50-50 was split three ways, as is our usual 
custom, and the winners were Dave DeLeo, 
Roland John, and Rafael Oro. 
 
Bill Zydycryn won the gallon of fuel. 
 

Prospective Member 
 
Jude Corera attended his first meeting.  He said he 
was drawn to our club by our web site. 
 
New Members 
 
We welcomed two new members at our September 
meeting.  They are Roland John and Francisco 
Rodriquez. 
 
End of Tuesday Nights Flight 
Training...By Alex Szemere 

 
All good flying activity must come to an end. 
Tuesday Night R/C Training at the Edison Field is 
no exception... but beautiful fall days are ahead of 
us for weekends and for those who can play 
hooky, or are retired, for weekdays.  
  
This past season, the flight training activity was 
the busiest in recent years. Rich and I want to 
thank all those who stayed with the flying through 
the calm, as well as the very windy days.  I hope 
all of you had a much fun as the instructors did. 
  
Congratulations to those who qualified to solo 
(you know who you are), and we hope that a few 
more will solo before the year’s end... It©s close, 
but it could be done.  
  
Happy and Safe Landings to all...        

  Alex, Rich, Charlie et.al.  
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A visit from an old and former member, Steven 
Nema, sitting next to Bill.  
Rich and Jude are sitting on the fence... so to 
speak.  
 

 
Roland is serious... hey mate, that©s not a plane, 
this is a plane! 
 
 

 
Yes... we have transient surprise pre-flight 
inspectors.  
  

 
Will it fly?  
  

 
A close-up...  INTERESTING.  Oh well, not bad 
for Halloween.  
  

 
Alex© daughter Viki and her daughter Emily... she 
liked the little plane.  
   

 
Doris says:  Let©s see, red-to-red, black-to-black. 
This will prevent heat and smoke.  
  
Alex’s number is 732-297-8380 and his email is 
tcrcy2k@aol.com .  Rich Dvorin’s number is 732-
254-2679 or email him at 
RMDvorin@comcast.net  
 
Happy and Safe Landings! 
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September ’s Classic Mystery Ship by 
Bill Keller 
 

 
 
Our Mystery Ship last month was the Russian 
MiG-3, designed by Artern Mikoyan and Mikhail 
Gurevich in 1938.  This partnership is still 
identified today by the initials "MiG, "although the 
founders died in 1970 and 1976 respectively.  The 
MiG-3 was powered by the Mikulin 1350 HP V-12 
engine.  The first flight of the three prototypes "I-
200" was in April, 1940. Production of this design 
(now called MiG-1) started and data indicates that 
this plane had a fantastic top speed of 390 MPH, 
reportedly the fastest production interceptor in the 
world during 1940 and 1941.  Only 100 were built 
and had a few minor flaws (!) such as stability, 
short range, and vulnerability to battle damage.  
Modifications to wing dihedral, fuel capacity, 
armament, and armor protection were made, and 
this model became the MiG-3. There were 3422 
examples built of the MiG-1 and MiG-3. 
 
  Some of the above data taken from the Complete 
Encyclopedia of World Aircraft...........Bill Keller 
 
For Sale 
 

 
SIG Four Star 40 Kit - NIB $75.00 
 

 
Bucker Jungmann Pilot Kit -vintage- $850.00 
 

 
Somethin© Extra 40 - Kit, 75% finished - $95.00 
 
 
Interested?  Contact Alex... tcrcy2k@aol.com or 
Cell 732-816-1810 
 

Field Level Observations:   by Norman 
Berger       

 
During the past month I got to fly a new Fliton 
Inspire 60 I recently put together. This is an ARF 
from a relatively new supplier and is built for fuel 
or electric. 
Mine is powered by a YS53 4 stroke that I already 
had on hand. The weight of the finished airplane 
ready to go is around 5 pounds. 
The airplane is good looking and has see-through 
covering that is really enhanced by the outstanding 
building job the factory did on this one. I am just 
concerned that one good jolt will result in a pile of 
splinters that is not repairable. 
So this airplane is not a beginner vehicle. If you 
want to talk about rock solid tracking and go 
where you point it, this is up to the task. 
I have enjoyed flying it and hope to have many 
more successful flights on it. Below is a picture of 
the model I am referring to. 
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There is now an Inspire 90 version available. 
While these models are not cheap, I would state 
that they are worth the cost if you are looking for a 
good looking and good flying model airplane. 
 
As many of you already know U Fly Hobbies in 
Freehold has closed their doors in September as 
the owner is moving on to other interests we were 
told. Now they advertise a ‘ re-opening’  at the end 
of November. This could be interesting or different 
as there now is a mix with motorcycles? 
I have always spread the wealth around and try to 
patronize those that have product as well as those 
that provide both service and price too. 
I would mention a few shops worth visiting locally 
from my own experience: 
Jackson Hobby, Jackson, NJ probably the best 
inventory anywhere around and worth the trip if 
you need something. They have just about 
everything and are more than willing to order 
anything you need. Very helpful and 
knowledgeable proprietor Frank. 
Seaport Hobbies, Tuckerton, NJ is a small but 
fast growing shop that has a very nice selection of 
kits, ARFS, built up RTF airplanes for sale and 
parts. 
Colorest Hobbies, Red Bank, NJ small inventory 
but can order anything you need and will get it 
quickly for you. 
GS Hobbies, Old Bridge If you are into Heli’s this 
is your place, so you will never find me there! 
Hobby Shop, Matawan if you need a bottle of 
glue or a lone piece of balsa in a pinch otherwise 
nice toy store for the kids. 
Hobby Hut, Pompton Plains, NJ.  Old time hobby 
shop (over 30 years in business) is well stocked.  
Good selection of kits and ARF’s.  Will order 

anything you need.  Very helpful and friendly 
owner Linda.   
Action Hobbies, Langhorne, PA nicely 
inventoried shop with excellent selection of stuff. 
Long ride but worth it generally. 
Trains and Lanes, Easton, PA huge place with 
huge selection of ARF’s, parts, engines, and radios 
– long trip worth the ride.  Just make sure you get 
directions as it sits in a cornfield off Route 33. 
 
Mail Order Houses I like are: 
Tower and Hor izon of course. I don’ t think they 
need any more discussion. You may not be aware 
of some of these other ones, though: 
Chief Aircraft, Bend, Oregon 
http://www.chiefaircraft.com 
A super selection of the latest and greatest 
airplanes and accessories that are state of the art 
and top of the line. Most items ship free! 
Espir t Models, Ocala, Florida 
http://www.espritmodels.com 
A different kind of vendor with some off beat 
items and specials they refer to as ‘Good Deals’  
and worth looking into for some exceptionally 
different items and super buys at times. 
Nor theast Sailplane, Vermont 
http://www.nesail.com 
A source for everything electric with an extremely 
knowledgeable owner who can help steer you if 
you need it. 
Central Hobbies, Montana 
http://www.centralhobbies.com 
Pattern flyers headquarters, source of YS parts and 
JR equipment. Always a pleasure to deal with and 
great service too! 
 
Maybe you know of some others and would care 
to share your experiences? 
 
Regards, Norm 
 
Model Of The Month 
 
We had three models at the September meeting. 
 
First up was Norm Berger with a Carl Goldberg 
Skylark ARF.  This is a reissue of the old 
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Goldberg Pattern plane of 1959 – 1960 time frame. 

 
The plane is constructed of balsa and lite ply and is 
covered with Ultarcote.   Norm installed a 
Sprectrum 2.4 GHz 7 channel radio.  He powered 
the plane with a Super Tigre 51. 
 
Roland John showed us his Midwest Aerostar 
ARF.  The trainer is covered in Ultracote.  Roland 
used an OS LA 46 motor and a Futaba 7 channel 
radio on spread spectrum using 4 of the channels.  
This is Roland’s first model.   

 
 
And the winner of the gallon of fuel is Rich 
Dvorin for his E-Flite Extra 260 ARF.   
 
 

 
Rich powered the 26-ounce model with an E-Flite 
480 brushless motor and a 3-cell LiPo battery.  
The plane is controlled by a Futaba 8 channel 
radio.  Five channels are used to control the 
functions of the plane. 
 
Web Site(s) 
 
Our webmaster, Norm, is always updating our web 
site - www.tricountyrc.com so there is always 
something new available.  While there, check out 
the “Gallery”  – our photo album section that is 
hosted by Snapfish.  Once you sign up – it’s free – 
you can view photos and even post your own.  It is 
even easy.  So easy, I can even do it.  I must admit 
that I need Norm’s help in adding captions (I 
didn’ t see the link on the right side of the screen.) 
 
Speaking of web sites, you should visit Model 
Aviation’s e-zine Sport Aviator at 
www.masportaviator.com There is lots of good 
information there for the new pilot. 
 
The Keyboard by Mike Forbes 

 
A Special breed of modeler. 

How many times have you seen a huge 
scale plane and thought, “May as well climb in 
and fly it”? Recently someone emailed me this 
link 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKNIHGppiq
w of a guy actually flying around in his ½ scale 
Corsair.  What most surprised me about the whole 
thing is that piloted scale planes aren’ t uncommon 
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at all, and have been around longer than I have – 
I’d just never heard of it.  

A quick Google search shows that War 
Aircraft Replicas (W.A.R.) seems to be the big 
name in the industry - see 
http://warreplica.homestead.com/. They have been 
selling plans, kits, and parts on and off since 1974, 
but I’ve yet to find a real solid history on them. 
Like most homebuilt aircraft, the design is simple. 
You build yourself a wood box that looks 
disturbingly like a coffin, glue foam all over it and 
carve the foam to look like a plane. Fiberglass, 
paint, and voila – you have a miniature airplane. 
Sounds familiar… 

 
  

 
 
Here is a great site full of photos and 

assorted info: 
http://www.warbuddies.homestead.com/index.htm
l and the organization charged with uniting this 
group of nuts is http://www.replicafighters.org/.  

 
Speaking of insane people, 

The Tri-County RC officer elections are upon us. 
A nominating committee is being formed and 
candidates need to throw their hats into the ring! If 
you have any thoughts on serving in any role, 
come to the meeting and hopefully we’ ll have the 
committee in place. 

Non-Club Events 
 
Jersey Coast Spor t Fliers Annual R/C Auction.  
Saturday, November 10th.  8:30 a.m. check in, 
10:00 auction. 
Croydon Hall Gym, Leonardo, NJ. 
www.jcsportfliers.org  
 
Garden State Circle Burners Swap Meet / 
MECA Collecto and Forum 
Sunday, November 18th  Doors open at 9:00 a.m. 
www.gscb.us or www.waynepal.org  
 
What Was I  Thinking? 
 
A few weeks ago I got an email from Hobby 
Lobby advertising a “Crash Sale”  for a Robins 22 
Co-Axial helicopter.  The Chopper was a “RTF” 
version and even included the 8 alkaline batteries 
for the transmitter. 
 
So for $79 I bought a red and white helicopter. 

 
 
Three days later there was a box on the front steps 
of the house.  Upon opening the box (which 
doubles as a carrying case) I found that it was truly 
ready to fly. 

 
Neat.  So, I took everything out of the box and 
started to read the instructions.  Actually I tried to 
read them.  The fractured English was too much, 
so I tossed them to the side.  I grabbed the “how to 
fly”  booklet and quickly tossed that too. 
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Next I took the included Flight Simulator (FS) CD 
and loaded that into the computer.  I plugged in the 
USB cable to the transmitter and got everything up 
running.  Well, it looked like it was running -
except the transmitter did not interact with the FS.  
So I clicked on the “Start”  icon and I got a 
narration of the program and how the helicopter 
works – in Chinese, I guess.  So that when into the 
corner.  Then I figured what the …, turned 
everything on and throttled up – the LiPo flight 
battery was already charged.  Surprise, surprise, 
the thing took off and hovered - in our bedroom - 
over the bed (potential soft landing spot?).  Whoa, 
cool.  I can do this.  Then the air conditioning unit 
came on and I started to sweat.  Seems the air 
currents were blowing this thing around.  And I’m 
supposed to wiggle the sticks to keep this thing 
from committing suicide by running into solid 
objects.  Right!  But I did - at least for the first 
time.  Later, oh, well, let’s put it this way, there are 
always the spare blade sets they supplied. 
 
Eventually I managed to go a full battery charge 
without hitting anything.  I’ve actually flown this 
thing 15 times or so while looking like I’m really 
in control.   
 
So, silly me gets bold or stupid – your call on that 
one – and I take the thing outside.  I was doing 
quite well, well until it looked like I was flying 
toward a tree.  I pulled back and left on the cyclic 
and when it looked like I was still going to collide 
with the tree I pulled another brilliant move.  I cut 
the throttle.  Yep, just like you would do with an 
airplane.  The problem is, throttle down equals 
blades stop.  Blades stopping mean no lift.  No lift 
– you know where this is going, oh yeah.  Get out 
the tools. 
 
Well, I’m now on my third set of lower blades, 
second set of upper blades and a second landing 
skid set.   
 
Since the RTF includes two spare sets of blades 
for both upper and lower blades I stayed in 
business for a while.  Then I found that BP 
Hobbies www.bphobbies.com had the chopper and 

spare parts.  I bought replacements from them.  
Hobby Lobby wants $9 for 3 pairs of blades.  BP 
wanted $5.  I ordered upper and lower blades and a 
skid.  With shipping it came to $21.  I ordered 
them on a Sunday night and they were in my 
mailbox Tuesday afternoon. 
 
So what have I learned?  My left thumb is dumb.  
(Maybe all of me really.)  I guess just too many 
years of flying 3 channel planes.  Throttle equals 
lift.  Throttle down too much and the blades will 
actually hit each other as the chopper descends – 
and then it turns into an expensive, breakable rock.   
 
All in all, I’m having fun.  My left thumb is 
getting smarter and I’m crashing less.  The cats are 
getting lots of exercise as they try and escape as 
quickly as possible after I launch the thing.   
 
So, will I move up to a more sophisticated 
helicopter?  Probably not.  But, time will tell. 
 
AMA Renewal Time  
 
It is once again that time to renew your AMA 
Membership.  The AMA is offering one and two 
year memberships.  So, hurry up and renew.  You 
can mail in your check, or do the complete process 
on line using your credit card (that’s what I did.)  
And it only takes a few moments. 
www.modelaircraft.org  
 
Oh, you need to have a current AMA card to be a 
member of the club. 
________________________________________ 
That’s it for this month.  Thanks to all that 
contributed to this month’s newsletter, Norm, Rich 
Dvorin, Mike, and Alex.   
 
I would like to single Alex out again for the nice 
pictures taken at Heavenly Farms field in East 
Brunswick that are in his column. 
 
See you at the meeting, 
John 
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Directions to O’Connor ’s 
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Annual Club Dinner                                                           7:00 p.m. Saturday, December 8th , 2007 
$30.00 or  $34.00 per  person attending               Held at  

O’Conner ’s Beef ‘n Chowder House 

Name(s) 
(qty)          _______________________________________________________________ 

 
______ 

Top Sir loin 

 
______ 

Maryland Crab Cakes 

 
______ 

Chicken Char lemagne (Sautéed with Broccoli, Mushrooms, Swiss, Gruyere, and Sherry) 

 
______ 

NY Str ip Steak  ($34.00) 
 

 
______ 

Scampi and Pr ime Rib  ($34.00) 

 
______ 

Kids meal (choose from their  Kids menu)  $10.00 

 
______ 

Vegetar ian meal available upon request. 

Total 
attending 
 
_______ 

Make check payable to “ Tr i-County R/C Club.   
          Mail to:      Bill Binder  
                              5 Morsell Place 
                              Old Br idge, NJ 08857 
Or, Br ing this coupon and  a check to the meeting. 

 



 

 

Coming Events 
 
Club Meeting. - Monday, November  12th at 8:00 p.m. in the East Brunswick L ibrary 
 
Saturday, Nov 10 – Jersey Coast Spor t Flyers Annual Auction at Croydon Hall, Leonardo.  
Registration 8:30 a.m., Auction Star ts 10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday November  18 Garden State Circle Burners Swap Meet. Wayne PAL Hall Doors open 
9:00 a.m. 
 
Club Meeting. -Tuesday, December  4th at 8:00 p.m. in the East Brunswick L ibrary 
 
Annual Dinner . – Saturday, December  8th.  Star ting at 7:00 p.m. 
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