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Coming Events 
8:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
December 4th, 2007 

Club Meeting and 
election of 2008 
officers 

7:00 p.m., Saturday, 
December 8th, 2007 

Annual Dinner 

January 31st, 2008 Club Meeting 

 
 
Annual Dinner  by Mike Forbes 

 
Last call.  The directions to O’Connor’s and a 
coupon are at the end of the newsletter. 
 
Just a reminded that the club will bring three 
substantial gifts, and we will raffle them off. 
Tentatively, I plan the prizes to be a Futaba 6 
channelSpread-Spectrum radio, Aerofly Deluxe 
Simulator, and a Tower Gift certificate.  As I’ve 
done the last couple of years, the first number 
called gets first choice, second called gets second 
choice, third called gets what’s left. 
 
 Additionally, we will do a personal gift exchange.  
I ask that each of you who wish to participate in 
the gift exchange bring a wrapped gift with a 
suggested value between $10~$15 – including the 
ladies. It doesn’ t necessarily have to be aircraft 
related, and gag gifts are officially okay.  (Bear in 

mind we may have children attending!)  You all 
will get to exchange amongst yourselves, drawn-
from-a-hat style.  So c’mon and get creative, and 
we can have some fun with it! 
 
Elections 
 
Our annual election of officers will be held during 
the December 4th meeting.  
 
We need a nominating committee to present 
candidates for the 2008 year.  In the meantime, I 
have been told that the following are interested in 
running this year. 
 
For President – Art Goldstein 
For Vice President – Mike Forbes 
For Secretary – Joe Plotnick 
For Treasurer – Bill Binder 
For Trustee – Rich Dvorin 
 
Nominations are still open and will be until the 
moment of voting in December.  So, if you are 
interested in running for office, speak up at 
Monday’s meeting or even December 4th. 
 
Flight Training...By Alex Szemere 

 
Flight training is still going on, weather 
permitting, at the East Brunswick field on the 
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weekends.  If you need help contact Alex or Rich 
and make an appointment. 
   
Alex’s number is 732-297-8380 and his email is 
tcrcy2k@aol.com .  Rich Dvorin’s number is 732-
254-2679 or email him at RMDvorin@comcast.net  
 
Happy and Safe Landings! 
 
Door Pr izes 
 
Our 50-50 was split three ways, as is our usual 
custom, and the winners were Bob Sidler, Gus 
Cuesta, and George Vetricin.  
 
Gus also won the gallon of fuel. 
 
Prospective Member 
 
Steve Goldstein attended his first meeting.  He 
found out about the club when he visited the East 
Brunswick field and spoke to Alex Szemere. 
 

Field Level Observations:   by Norman 
Berger       

 
 
The season is just coming to an end now that the 
weather is turning colder. It is at an end for some 
who don’ t like the cold like me, but I am sure 
some of you are more dedicated and will go out no 
matter how cold it gets! 
I think it is a sign of maturity or getting older that 
forces me to stay home in winter.  So if you are 
heading out on a really cold day you are either 
immature or young – maybe both! Maybe I will 
sneak out for a day or two if we get some mild 
weather.  I admit to, at least, the old part, but am 
probably still a bit immature. 
During the past season I got a chance to attend a 
few fly-in affairs and was quite taken with what I 
observed. Instead of a skill competition, some 
folks get together and just gather for a day of 
flying. Often a theme is involved, i.e. WWII, 

warbirds of any kind, CUBS or vintage RC aircraft 
etc. 
I got all charged up after attending a few of these 
fly-ins and will get ready to participate in more of 
them for the 2008 season. While I have mostly 
ARF-built aircraft these days, I would like to have 
some of my own handiwork for next season vs. 
just another ARF, thus the plan is to build over the 
winter season. 
I have a few projects in mind and more than my 
share of plans, kits and materials to get it done. 
The place I always get hung up is on the finishing 
phase. It seems I can build, cover and prime, but 
when it comes to painting and trimming I seem to 
find other things to do or it’s too cold in the 
basement or too windy or I don’ t have the right 
material etc. I intend to overcome that this year, I 
hope. 
I am tending away from electrics and smaller 
aircraft and focussing on 60 size minimum up to 
mid range Zenoah powered gas airplanes as I feel 
they fly better the bigger they are. When I say fly 
better I mean there is less skidding around the sky 
and more flying like a real airplane as well as the 
fact that they handle the higher wind velocity 
better and afford more opportunities to fly on 
marginal days. 
I also became bored with electric as I really like 
the smell, fumes and smoke of a real engine. There 
is just nothing like the roar of an engine that no 
electric can give me no matter how powerful that 
electric is. Anyway, big electric means big bucks 
and I would rather invest in the real thing! 
Right now I am cleaning up my shop to get ready 
and at the same time getting rid of the things I 
don’ t need or want any more. Interesting enough is 
that there are few flea markets and auctions around 
locally this year. It would seem that interest is 
down if you just look at the surface. 
If you look beyond just the lack of auctions and 
flea markets you soon realize that both eBay and 
RC Universe have provided an outlet for us and it 
is available all year round.  In the past few months 
I have used both resources to both buy and sell. 
 
I’ve sold a bunch of kits I had around for too many 
years that I will never build and received some 
pretty good money for them as a result. It seems 
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like kits are no longer the norm and besides 
builders, there are kit collectors in the marketplace 
looking for some examples that are getting pretty 
rare. 
I bought an updated simulator; an FS-1 with 
wireless SPEKTRUM interface and saved myself a 
few bucks at the same time. I thought it would be 
interesting to have a new simulator to try our 
things on and so far I am not disappointed. 
I do plan on going to one Flea market in December 
to see if I can flush out the last of the stuff I don’ t 
want and also to get the pulse of what is going on 
with other interested hobbyists. 
 
Wishing one and all the BEST for the holiday 
season! 
 
Regards, Norm 
 
Model Of The Month 
 
There were two models at the November meeting. 
 
First up was Alex Szemere with a giant Hanger 9 
150 size ARF P-51 North American Mustang.  The 
model has an 80 inch wingspan and will be soon 
sporting a Saito 180 4-cycle engine along with a 
nice four bladed prop he intends to use for flying. 

 
Alex purchased the model at the JCSF auction on 
November 10th.  The plane came with all the 
servos installed.  Alex needs only a battery and a 
receiver to complete the radio installation. 
 
John Donnelly won the November M.O.M. with 
his Cox Models Micro warbird F4U Corsair. 

 

  
 
The molded foam kit model has a 20”  wingspan 
and as shown weighs 4.4 ounces ready to fly.  It 
has a 180-sized motor and uses a 310ma 2-cell 
LiPo battery for power.  Controls are rudder, 
elevator, and throttle. 
 

 
Here is how it comes out of the box, minus the 
items on the left: receiver, two 4-gram servos, 
battery, and a 10 amp ESC.   
 
The water slide decals were applied by using a 2-
part decal setting fluid from the model railroad 
section of the hobby shop.  When dry, the decals 
looked as if they had been painted onto the 
surface. 
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Kit Review by John Donnelly 

 
This started out as a “Bench and Field”  review.  As 
you will see, it didn’ t turn out as planned.  
 
While touring the vendor tents at the 2007 
N.E.A.T. Fair in Downsville, NY, I came across a 
vendor selling flat foam kits.  What drew me to the 
tent was their name and tag lines -   
RabidModels.com “Foamin’  at the Mouth”  and 
“There is a fine line between having a hobby and a 
mental illness.”  
 
Rabid Models is owned and operated by Marc 
Stermer and Steve Lawrie in their hometown of 
Akron, Ohio.  They specialize in profile foam 
models of WWII twin warbirds.  However they do 
have a few single engine warbirds. 
 
Most of their models span 28 inches and are 
designed for indoor use with the recommended 
GWS IPS brushed motors.  With the optional CD 
brushless motors the planes can be flown outdoors 
in calm conditions. 
 
So on to the kit.  I picked a 28”  P-61 Northrop 
Black Widow night fighter.   

 
A finished model with IPS motors. 
 
The kit comes in a clear bag with all the stuff 
shown below.  The bag contains all the foam, 
fishing line for the pull-pull controls, plastic tubes 
for guides, a dowel for the control horns, and a CD 
with all the instructions. 

 
 
I also purchased the motors and accessories to go 
with the plane. 

 
Shown are the two 24 gram CD motors with their 
radial motor mounts and prop saver prop adapters.   
There are two 10-amp brushless speed controllers 
and two 4-gram servos.  Not show is the 4-channel 
Berg receiver or the 2-cell, 800-ma LiPo battery. 
 
Rabid Models recommends that foam safe CA be 
used to assemble the model.  The foam is masonry 
insulation foam that is sandwiched with a very thin 
plastic film.  It has been cut to outline by a laser 
process.  The cut leaves an edge that is slightly 
concave.  So, I sandpapered and razor trimmed all 
the edges.  Rabid recommends that the film be 
removed wherever the foam will be glued.  I 
wiped down the parts with denatured alcohol to 
remove the foam manufacturer’s printing and to 
remove all oils from the surface.  Using a very 
sharp razor knife I cut and peeled the film as 
required.  I also created plywood motor mounts 
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and fitted them to the booms.  Three hours later 
the plane was ready to be assembled.  I bent the 
wing into an airfoil shape.  I then dry fit everything 
and then hinged the surfaces (Ailerons and 
elevator) with hinge tape. 
 
Twenty minutes after the dry fit the plane was 
assembled.  At this stage the model weighed 1.8 
ounces. 

 
 
I purchased a can of Krylon H2O black latex spray 
paint to finish the model.  Well, I sprayed on a nice 
coat of paint and brought the model into the garage 
to dry.  A couple of hours later when I checked on 
the plane, the finish had run off and looked 
terrible. The model now weighs 2.1 ounces.  
 

 
(Bottom view of the P-61 paint mess.) 
 
Of course, everything it dripped on looked good.  
(I placed the model on a stand with a drop cloth to 
protect everything.)  It looked as if I had sprayed 

the paint on a sheet of waxed paper.  Oh, well.  So 
now what I have done is lightly sand the remaining 
finish with 400 grit sandpaper.  As soon as the 
weather breaks and I get a warm, dry day, I will try 
again. 
 
In the meantime everything is just sitting around.  
Oh, well, not all projects go smoothly.  When 
done, I’ ll finish this story. 
 
As for Rabid Models?  I like their product and I 
am already looking at their 40”  F7F Tiger Cat.   
 
Non-Club Events 
 
11/22/07 Bristol, PA.  Aerobugs RC Auction 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar/Non
%20Flying%20Events/wc11222007.htm 
 
12/14/2007 Doylestown, PA.  Bucks County RC 
Flea Market.  www.buckscountyrc.org 
 
February 22, 23, 24, 2008 40th Annual 
W.R.A.M.S. Show.  Westchester, NY. 
www.wram.org  
 
April 4, 5, 6, 2008 “The Toledo Show” Toledo, 
Ohio.  www.toledoshow.com 
 
 
 
For Sale 
 

 
SIG Four Star 40 Kit - NIB $75.00 
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Bucker Jungmann Pilot Kit -vintage- $850.00 
 

 
Somethin© Extra 40 - Kit, 75% finished - $95.00 
 
 
Interested?  Contact Alex... tcrcy2k@aol.com or 
Cell 732-816-1810 
 
Flying Field Pictures From Alex Szemere 
 

 
“Now where did they put that confounded power switch?”  
 

 
Where’s the radio? 
 

  
Poor man’s cropping program. 
 

 
Anatoliy’s neat launcher. 
 

 
Eddie at sunset. 
________________________________________ 
That’s it for this month and year.  Thanks go out to 
Mike, Norm, and Alex for contributing to this 
month’s newsletter and to all who have 
contributed pictures and articles throughout the 
year. 
 
Have a safe and happy holiday season. 
 
See you at the meeting and dinner. 
John 
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Directions to O’Connor ’s 
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Annual Club Dinner                                                           7:00 p.m. Saturday, December 8th , 2007 
$30.00 or  $34.00 per  person attending               Held at  

O’Conner ’s Beef ‘n Chowder House 

Name(s) 
(qty)          _______________________________________________________________ 

 
______ 

Top Sir loin 

 
______ 

Maryland Crab Cakes 

 
______ 

Chicken Char lemagne (Sautéed with Broccoli, Mushrooms, Swiss, Gruyere, and Sherry) 

 
______ 

NY Str ip Steak  ($34.00) 
 

 
______ 

Scampi and Pr ime Rib  ($34.00) 

 
______ 

Kids meal (choose from their  Kids menu)  $10.00 

 
______ 

Vegetar ian meal available upon request. 

Total 
attending 
 
_______ 

Make check payable to “ Tr i-County R/C Club.   
          Mail to:      Bill Binder  
                              5 Morsell Place 
                              Old Br idge, NJ 08857 
Or, Br ing this coupon and  a check to the meeting. 

 



 

 

Coming Events 
 
 
Club Meeting. -Tuesday, December  4th at 8:00 p.m. in the East Brunswick L ibrary 
 
Annual Dinner . – Saturday, December  8th.  Star ting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Club Meeting. -Thursday, January 31th at 8:00 p.m. in the East Brunswick L ibrary 
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