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V. President: Mike Forbes 732-297-9274 vanning@verizon.net  Treasurer: Bill Binder 732-679-2511 iiwild@aol.com  
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Coming Events 
January 31st, 2008 Club Meeting 

February 22, 23, 24 W.R.A.M. Show, 
Westchester, NY 

February 28th, 2008 Club Meeting and 
Builders’  Night 

 
Elections 
 
Our annual elections were held at the December 
meeting.  All the current officers were running 
again.  The Trustee’s position was the only one 
being contested.  It was moved that the current un-
contested positions be accepted and that a vote be 
taken for just the Trustee’s position.  After the 
vote, it was determined that Rich Dvorin was 
selected over Milt Silverstein. 
 
All of the 2008 officers and their phone and email 
addresses are listed in the banner above.  Please 
note that Mike Forbes’s email address has changed 
to Verizon.net. 
 
The club thanks Milt for his service as Trustee for 
the past year. 
 
 
 
 

Annual Dinner   
 
Our annual dinner was a success with about 35 
members and family attending.  O’Conner’s did a 
wonderful job of hosting us.  Mike Forbes chaired 
the event and pulled it off successfully.  The only 
disappointment was that the Air Hogs Racing 
event did not happen.  No one could get the little 
buggers to turn around the room consistently.  
There are pictures from the evening at the end of 
the newsletter and also in the Gallery on our web 
site www.tricountyrc.com .  Thanks go to Mike for 
chairing the event and Alex for supplying some of 
the pictures. 
 
The Prez Presents by Art Goldstein 

 
The EC had a meeting on Friday, Jan. 11, 2008.  
We discussed the possible agenda of club 
activities for 2008.  Attending were Bill Binder, 
Rich Dvorin, Joe Plotnick, and Art Goldstein.  
Mike Forbes was unable to attend.  Some of the 
ideas discussed were a Fun Fly at EB in June/July, 
Club Picnic at Edison in Sept., Training Program 
(building class), Open House at EB and an EB 
Mall Show presentation. 
 
(The proposed 2008 budget is posted on the next 
page.  Please review and bring your suggestions, 
questions, and comments to our January meeting. 
– ed.) 
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�
TCRC 2008 
Budget Proposal   
   
Expense I tems:   
 Amount: Notes: 
Field Lease 0  
Lawn Cutting 0  
Improvements 0  
Equipment 0  
Field Clean-up $150  
   
Meeting Hall $200  
Char ter  K it $100  
Newsletter  $75  
Website $225  
Secretary $10  
Treasure $50  
Condolences $200  
   
Dinner  $800  
Editors Gift $0  
Last Meeting $80 Refreshments 
   
Fuel Raffle $110  
Model of the 
Month $110  
   
Beauty Pagent $100  
Fun Fly $100  
Project Contest $50  

Other  $100 
Incl. repair  to 

trainer  
   
Total Expenses: $2,460  
   
   
Income I tems:   
   
Dues $1,500 50 members @$25 
   
Initiation $350 7 Members @$50 
New Members $210 7 Members @$30 
   
   
50/50 $100  
Fuel Raffle $150  
   
Misc. Cash $50  
   
Interest Inc. $100  
   
Total Income $2,460   
   
Inflow/(Outflow) $0  

 

Flight Training...By Rich Dvorin 

 
Alex and I would like to see several more people 
step up to the plate and be instructors. We could 
train more students and have time to explain more 
to our students. I would like to see some more 
emphasis on ground school and proper procedure 
to follow for setting up a new plane. (Primarily 
trainers)�
  

Now that the winter months are upon us, and we 
are not out at the flying field much, it is the time to 
complete a full service on our aircraft.  
  
Begin by washing the plane down with a good 
cleaner such as Mr. Clean, 409, or some other type 
of household cleaning product. After this has been 
accomplished, wash your plane down with 
isopropyl alcohol (rubbing alcohol) to remove all 
traces of fuel and castor oil. Make sure to clean 
along the hinge line on the wing, stabilizer, and 
vertical fin. 
  
Remove the engine from the airframe, and clean 
the motor mount area with alcohol, Clean this area 
several times to make sure that there are no traces 
of oil or fuel. Tighten the motor mount bolts that 
hold the mount to the firewall, I like to take the 
motor mount out of the airframe, clean the mount 
and firewall thoroughly, and then when I reinstall 
the motor mount, I apply some Locktite to the 
bolts. Make sure to use the blue color Locktite so 
that, if necessary, the bolts can be removed. 
 
Check the entire airframe for loose or cracked glue 
joins and damaged or broken parts that need 
repair. Tighten all the screws that hold the servos 
to the servo mount plate. Make sure that the screw 
that holds the servo arm onto the servo is tight. 
Check to make sure that the pushrod Z bends are 
not breaking, Tighten all screws that hold the 
control horns in place and tight. After a careful 
check of the airframe, check to make sure that all 
control surfaces are tight and that there is no 
possible chance for flutter. 
 
Make sure that all wheel collars are tight. 
 
It is now time to pay attention to your batteries. 
Battery packs should be removed from the plane 
and radio transmitter. Batteries should be charged 
fully and then check the voltage with a voltmeter, 
and an EVS Meter. I like to cycle my batteries 
several times before the flying season starts. When 
discharging your batteries, you should determine 
how many milliamp hours were drawn out of the 
batteries, If that amount drawn out is less than the 
rated Mah of the battery, it is time to replace the 
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battery, I use 1400 mah packs, so when I draw a 
pack down, if the pack is 1260mah or less, I 
replace the battery pack. This is a 10% loss. This 
means that the battery is starting to fail. The 
figures and procedures are the same for the 
transmitter pack. 
  
If you follow this simple procedure, your airplane 
will last a long while. 
  
Next month I will talk about servicing the engine 
and ground support equipment. 
  
Flight training is still going on, weather permitting, 
at the East Brunswick field on the weekends.  If 
you need help contact Alex or Rich and make an 
appointment. 
   
Alex’s number is 732-297-8380 and his email is 
tcrcy2k@aol.com .  Rich Dvorin’s number is 732-
254-2679 or email him at RMDvorin@comcast.net  
 
Happy and Safe Landings! 
Rich D. 
 
The Keyboard by M ike Forbes 

 
Happy New Year ! 

Thanks to all who attended our end-of-year celebration 
meeting, and especially to those who made it happen. 
I’ ve only been with the club for a few years now, but 
it’ s always been a highlight. For those members who 
couldn’ t attend, I can easily summarize it for you. 
Twenty-some-odd guys and gals drinking coffee and 
eating cake & ice cream, talkin’  about planes, flying, 
crashing, etc. If this is Heaven, I’ ll start going to 
church….  
The Holiday Dinner also went well – aside from the 
Air-Hogs racing. Sorry, folks, not all my ideas are 
winners. They do fly fairly well in bigger areas, so 
we’ ll probably use them as prizes of some sort. 
The Executive Committee has been busy preparing for 
the upcoming year, and we want to really bring a lot to 
the table. Last year required a little getting used to, but 
that’s to be expected, I guess.  This year we want to fill 
the calendar a bit more. Now please be aware that we 
are the EXECUTIVE Committee, Not the 
ENTERTAINMENT Committee, so some of the 
burden falls upon each of you to make this work. We 
already have volunteers to run some of the following 

events, but ideally we’d like to have two for each. If 
you’ re interested in helping to organize in any 
capacity-even as a beginner – let us know.  
Below is our proposed schedule, which hopefully can 
work as a template for the upcoming years and can be 
adjusted as interest and finances allow. We will bring 
this up at the January meeting for discussion, 
suggestions and volunteers. Here’s what we have so 
far: 
 
Jan 31 - Regular Meeting 
Feb 28 - Builders Night show at the meeting 
Mar 29 - Mall Show 
April 19 Beauty Pageant at the meeting 
May - Building Classes 
June 8th - Club Picnic 
July 5th - Club Fun Fly 
Aug 
Sept 7th - 2nd annual Open House 
Oct 
Nov 9th - Turkey Fly Fun Fly 
Dec 6th - Holiday Dinner 
 
All of the above are up for discussion and adjustment 
to suit other events, but we need to put them out there 
to get the ball rolling. Also, at the January meeting we 
will bring up the proposed budget for ’08. It should be 
attached somewhere in this newsletter, I hope. There 
are no big changes proposed, but we need discussion 
and a majority vote to proceed.  
Builders Night - It’ s coming up soon, so get that glue 
flowing! Sure ARF’s outnumber kits on the flightline, 
but NOTHING stands out in a crowd like a nice home-
built. I will have my still-unfinished Navion, and 
hopefully my new 60”  Curtiss Jenny Bipe I just got 
from www.patscustom-models.com . Pat – the 
immortal Pat Tritle who has published dozens - maybe 
hundreds – of plans in every model aircraft (and boat) 
magazine there is, has a real beauty here. With an 
IMAA-Legal 60”  wingspan and all-up-weight of a 
pound and a half, it’ s extraordinary before you even 
open the box.  
See you at the meeting, 

Mike 
 
December Door Pr izes 
 
Our 50-50 was split three ways, as is our usual 
custom, and the winners were Alex Szemere, Joe 
Plotnick, and Victor Massarri. 
Milt Silverstein won the gallon of fuel. 
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Field Level Observations:   by Norman 
Berger       

 
 
This club is around for 40+ years 2008! Quite a 
milestone and we should all be pleased to make 
this a historic time. 
 
The hobby in general is aging along with some of 
us, and it is vital that we attract and keep new 
members if we are going to make 50 years or 
more. 
 
I think the officers are working toward improving 
the situation; however, each of you can do a little 
something to add to the effort, as it can’ t be just a 
very few people doing everything. 
 
The officers have met and are trying to make some 
plans for the new season. Several of us have added 
our two cents to the discussion to see if we can 
really make 2008 a banner year. 
Won’ t you please help? 
 
In the same vein I maintain the club web site and 
am providing some statistical information from the 
last year that shows the level of activity in this site. 
Did you know we get 200 unique visitors each 
month? Given that we have 50+/- members there 
are another 150 souls interested in our activities as 
well! 
It is not simple finding content for the website (and 
I am sure John Donnelly will echo this for the 
newsletter as well), and it would be helpful if 
others would contribute articles, pictures, or just 
plain input to help us round out the 
communication vehicles we have available. 
 
Again, it can’ t be just a few people doing 
everything! If you like this newsletter and you like 
the website, won’ t you please help us? 
-- 
The January thaw came early in these parts. I hope 
you got out to fly a little while you could. I made it 
out 4 times during the 2nd week of the month, with 

temperatures approaching 60 and NO WIND most 
days. Others at the flying site were plentiful as we 
had at least 10 or more folks out each day. Last 
Saturday it was so busy at our field that there were 
almost 4 planes in the sky continuously! Most of 
those were big gasser G26 or better so there was 
plenty of action too. 
I started flying a new bird I obtained from Esprit 
Models http://www.espritmodels.com which they 
sell as a TOP FG. OK, the FG means fiberglass 
which became apparent when the airplane arrived. 
The TOP is the manufacturer, I believe, which is 
in the Czech Republic. 

 
 
Here is the picture from the web site. Mine is 
actually all yellow with mostly red on the wings 
and tail surfaces. This is a 65”  wingspan aircraft in 
the 6-7lb category. Inside the box it says it is a 
DIABLO or a DIABOLITIN and seems to be part 
of a family of aircraft they have in Europe which 
they supply by switching parts between them; i.e. 
different fuses, tail feathers and wings to make up 
the family. I suggest you check out the web site to 
see what they offer. 
Since I really love my 40 sized DIABLO, I 
christened this one DIABLO 91 by putting vinyl 
letters to attest to that on the sides. 
This is a very nicely made ARF and is a bit 
different in that it has a removable tail section that 
is held in place by two screws. The aircraft can be 
used as either electric or fuel, and I, of course, 
went with fuel as I think an airplane needs to make 
noise and smoke! 
I chose an OS 91 4 stroke to power it, and it flew 
right off the runway and only needed 3 clicks of 
down elevator to adjust. Low rates at 60% are 
more than sufficient. 
If you like smooth – this is smooth! I think it was a 
real value buy and am quite pleased with it. 
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I suggest you check out Esprit Models on the web, 
as they currently offer a few interesting close out 
buys they refer to as “GOOD DEALS” in 1100ma 
Specktrum/JR 4.8 volt packs for $8 and Spectrum 
equivalent of JR821 Servos (72oz standard size) 
for just $20 among some other things. They also 
offer some odd pieces that are used or slightly 
damaged, and here you can often find some 
interesting things as well; i.e. I obtained an Inspire 
90 for about 50% off because the vertical fin was 
snapped off. It took me about 1 hour to fix the 
problem with some CA and fiberglass, and I saved 
a few bucks on a highly desirable airplane for a 
little bit of effort. 
I’ve been busy since the winter started. My biggest 

problem is that I like everything about RC 
airplanes, and it is hard to choose my next project. 
The good news is that I am clearing up some of the 
stuff I have previously worked on and can report 
some headway to clearing this ‘backlog’  of 
seemingly abandoned projects. The famous Top 
Flight C-182 is waiting arrival of a new paint I 
ordered from F&M, and maybe I can get this thing 
done, but don’ t bet on it! 

I have also started to get rid of those things I don’ t 
want (you know the things you had to have, but 
now wonder what possessed you when you bought 
it) and tried the Flea Market idea. Well, the Flea 
Market I attended was in Doylestown, PA (about 
1.5 hours away), and while there were people 
there, they were selling and there were few buyers! 
All I can say is that I went with 3 other good 
friends, and we all had a good night out but sold 
next to nothing. Yes, a few items were purchased 
by some of my fellow travelers. I stuck with 
buying the hot dogs and my table and bought 
nothing, which I really can’ t believe! 
I took most of the items I wanted to sell after our 
Doylestown adventure, put them on RC Universe, 

and sold six of the seven 
items in a matter of 5-6 
days with almost no 
quibbling about price, 
plus the folks paid for the 
shipping. The RC 
Universe folks, along 
with PAYPAL and UPS, 
make this really easy to 
do if you have minimal 
computer skills, and I 
would highly recommend 
this although flea markets 
and auctions are still a 
day or night out I 
continue to look forward 
to. 
In the last 5 to 6 months I 
have sold over $2000 
worth of ‘stuff’  I did not 
want but needed at some 
time in the past over RC 
Universe and eBay, and 
would recommend you 

try these avenues if you have anything you want to 
dispose of. 
Oh, did I mention the other problem with RC 
Universe and eBay is that folks sell replacement 
‘stuff’  you really need and have to have? 
Regards/Norm 
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Fuel Purchase Survey by Art Goldstein 

 
At the November meeting under New Business, 
the purchase of fuel for the Club was brought up 
and discussed by the membership. 
 
Rich Dvorin has volunteered to pick up fuel in PA. 
from S&W. 10% nitro blend. Rich can get a 5% 
discount if we purchase 100 gallons. The club 
distributes 22 gallons a year for prizes, so 
members would need to sign up for 78 more 
gallons. 
  
The club now has 4 gallons and needs an 
additional 18 gallons.  We need to know how 
many club members would sign up to purchase 82 
additional gallons.  Therefore, we are conducting a 
survey & ONLY A SURVEY to determine if 
enough members would want us to proceed & how 
many gallons would be purchased.  The price per 
gallon is $11.50.  The fuel is to be paid for IN 
ADVANCE, NO CREDIT.   NO CASH OR 
CHECKS ARE TO BE MAILED.  ALL CASH 
OR CHECKS ARE TO BROUGHT TO THE 
CLUB MEETING.  Please fill out the attached 
form and bring it to the January meeting or mail it 
to: 
Arthur Goldstein 
11 Sheffield Dr. 
Manalapan, NJ 07726 
  
Thanks, 
Art 
 
 
 

Model Of the Month 
 
Gus Cuesta brought in a Northeast Sailplane 
“Epsilon 2.5m” electric sailplane.  This ARF 
model has a 100”  wingspan and weighs about 76 
ounces ready to fly.  Gus installed a Hacker BAO 
LMR motor with a Phoenix 60 speed controller 3 
cell LiPo battery pack, 7 channel radio and 6 
servos. 
 

 
Non-Club Events 
 
February 10, 2008 NCRCC 27th annual auction 
and swap shop. Vernon Center School 777 
Hartford Turnpike, Vernon, CT www.ncrcc.org  
 
February 22, 23, 24, 2008 40th Annual 
W.R.A.M.S. Show.  Westchester, NY. 
www.wram.org  
 
March 8th, 2008 28th Annual Radio Control Flea 
Market.  Lebanon Fairgrounds, intersection of 
Cornwall Rd. and Rocherty Rd., Lebanon, PA  
9:00 am to 3:00 pm www.cpaa.us  602 tables. 
 
April 4, 5, 6, 2008 “The Toledo Show” Toledo, 
Ohio.  www.toledoshow.com 
 

January 2008 Fuel Survey 
Last Name                    First Name                Price/Gallon              Gallons of fuel                 Total cost  
 
__________________  ________________       $11.50                    ____________       ____________ 
 
Please fill out and bring to this coupon to the January 31st meeting or mail to: 
                                                Arthur Goldstein 
                                                11 Sheffield Dr. 
                                                Manalapan, NJ 07726 
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End of Year  Snacks 
 
After the elections and official business, Charlie 
Bissette, wife Rachel, daughter Cheryl Bissette, 
and grandson Joshua served the members coffee, 
cake, ice cream, and nuts.  Cheryl made up posters 
from various club photos and displayed them 
around the room. 
 

 
Charlie, Sherry, and Rachel 

 
Rachel cutting the cake. 

 
Cheryl and Josh in front of the poster of Alex letting a 
youngster fly the club trainer. 
 
 

2007 Annual Club Dinner  
 

  
Bill and Lynn Buck                   Sue and John English 

 
Milt S. and Sherry Fromowitz  Ellen Sutton and Rich Dvorin 

 
Mary and Bill Zydycryn               Bernie and Renee Price 
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Roland John, Milt, and Sherry      Bill Binder and Mike Forbes 

 
Cheryl and Joshua Bissette           Charlie and Rachel Bissette 

 
Marianne and Nancy Binder             Nancy and Bill Binder 

 
Charlie, Josh, Cheryl, Rachel       Alex won the Futaba radio 

 
Bill Z. with his $100 gift certificate.  Milt won the Flight Sim. 

 
Dinner M.C. Mike Forbes        Air Hogs fighters 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Joe Plotnick and Art Goldstein     Gail and Norm Berger 

 
Pat and John Bodnar                    Bob and Joyce Mackey 
 

 
Joe Plotnick trying to fly around the room with an Air Hog. 

 
From the left; Rachel B., Josh, Cheryl, Charlie B.  From the 
right; Bill Binder, Nancy, and Marianne. 
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L to R. Bob and Joyce Mackey, Marlene and John, Gail and Norm 
Berger, and Pat and John Bodnar. 

 
Marlene and John with Mike Forbes. 
 

Thank You! 
 
With that, we would like to thank all for the basket 
of delicious fruit and other goodies.  The edibles 
were promptly consumed and enjoyed, while the 
beautiful basket will be used for years to come. 
Marlene and John 
 

Announcement: Futaba TM-7 module 
&  6EX &  7C FASST systems Service 
 
Futaba has found a problem with the above Spread 
Spectrum systems.  I forwarded a notice I received 
from Alex about a coding problem with the radios.  
For and detailed information got to 
http://www.amadistrictii.org/amad2/portal.php or 
the Futaba site at 
http://2.4gigahertz.com/techsupport/service-
advisory-tm7-7c-6ex.html  
 
A Safety Near Miss 
 
I received this from the Delaware R/C Club 
recently. 

 

Some of you may remember my note last 
year about the flyaway I experienced in my 
basement. That was due to an oddity in the 
Berg Rx software, which even Castle 
Creations had not realized. 
 
I know this makes me look like the klutz I am, 
but here we go again. (with a happier ending 
this time). Hopefully it will help save 
someone's fingers... 
 
Ash Nityanandan 
================================ 
Today I switched my Hitec Flash 5x to select 
Model No. 1 after a gap of several months to 
test changes I just made to my Stagg Extra. 
As always, I set my throttle to max before 
powering up, to disable the motor. 
 
By pure fluke, I decided to check elevator trim 
first (yes, we do get lucky sometimes). I was 
able to go into DOWN trim, but it refused to 
go UP. No matter how hard I tried, the UP 
trim remained stuck on 0%. 
 
I am embarrassed to say that I stared at the 
screen for a couple of minutes before I 
realized that I had a ticking time bomb in front 
of me. I had accidentally set my transmitter to 
Mode I, and the throttle was now on the right 
stick.  
 
Moral: Always check your Mode after a 
programming change. And ALWAYS restrain 
your ship and/or remove the prop before you 
try anything in your basement!! 

______________________________________ 
That’s it for this month.  Thanks go out to  
Joe, Norm, Mike, Alex, Charlie, Rich, and Art for 
their contributions this month. 
 
 
See you at the meeting and the field if it warms up. 
John 



 

 

Coming Events 
 
 
 
Club Meeting. -Thursday, January 31th at 8:00 p.m. in the East Brunswick L ibrary 
 
W.R.A.M. Show - Fr iday to Sunday, February 22-24  Westchester , NY 
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