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Coming Events
September 25 Club Meeting, 8:00 pnj|
E. Brunswick Library
October 18 Warbirds Over Allairg
October 30 Club Meeting
November 9 Turkey Fun Fly at Eag
Brunswick
December 8 Club Meeting and
(Monday) Elections
December 6? Club Dinner

New Members

Please join me in welcoming our five newest

members that were voted in at the August meeting.

They are:

- Larry Kosinar

- William Lesco

- Brymez Mezey
- Eugene Letcher
- Nathan Berlin
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Prospective Members

There are four gentlemen that are interested in
becoming members of our club. They are Bill
Perkowski, Bob Scales, Evan Clements, and
Akash Srinaggesh.

Tuesday Night Training By Alex Szemere

Training has been ongoing relentlessly as weather
permitted.

We have several enthusiastic new members that
are training with electrics as well as glow engines.
The split is about 50/50, similar to the general
presidential elections.

We have two, maybe three students on final
approach to obtaining their solo designation. We
will document their accomplishments next
month... pictures and all!

For now, as the Tuesday training nights are slowly
coming to end, | would like to echo our newest but
very experienced flight instructor's
recommendation: practice the maneuvers on the
simulator and come prepared to the field with an
airworthy aircraft. His name is Mike Korb. Don't
hesitate to ask him for help... he has a wealth of
information to share!

Meanwhile... Happy and Safe Landings!
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In the Not Far Distant Future

Monday, September 22s the first day of fall.
Daylight is already getting short, and the days are
cooling off. Soon there will be the change from
Daylight Savings Time to Standard Time, and
Tuesday night training will be over. All is not

lost; our instructors will just shift to the weekends.

Soon too will be the end of the year dinner and
elections.

If you have suggestions for the dinner about

events, prizes, or location, or would like to help
organize the event, speak to the officers. I'm sure
they would welcome the input and help.

We will also need to gather up a nominating
committee to select candidates for our elections.
Elections are in December, and even though that
seems a long way off, remember, we do not hold
meeting in November.

So, if you are interested in getting members to rur
for a 2009 office, let the officers know at the
September meeting.

All positions are open to all current members with

the exception of the trustee position. The trustee
must have been an officer in the past.

For Sale

New in box Horizon Hobby Blade 400 3D RTF

minil heli by E-Flite. For more information go to:
http://www.horizonhobby.com/Products/Default.ag
px?ProdID=EFLH1400

If interested, see Alex Szemere. He is asking $4(
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New Pilot

Rich Dvorin has announced that Rafael Oro has
been signed off as an intermediate pilot.

Door Prizes

Our 50-50 was split its normal three ways by Art
Goldstein, Ed Pochinski, and Bill Zydycryn.

Joe Plotnick won the gallon of fuel.
September Birthdays

Bill Binder

Ken Burnett

Fred Clark
Pat Creed

Model of the Month

There were two models at the August Meeting.

Emery Mersich brought his Multiplex MiniMag in
to show off. It is constructed from Elapor foam.
Power is supplied by a SCM 3213 motor. The
39.75” wing span model is controlled by a Futaba
6EX radio. It is capable of having flaps installed.
Emery purchased the plane on a recent trip to
Germany and assembled it there. He didn’t
encounter any problems carrying the plane back
on the airline.
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The second plane and winner of the gallon of fuel
was a F8F Bearcat ARF that John English built.
4118 Y k.

174

The plane is manufactured by Thunder Tigre. The
65” wingspan model has a fiberglass fuselage and
a balsa wing covered in Ultrakote. John installed
an OS 90 2 cycle motor and a JR 8103 radio. Th¢
model features flaps, retracts, and a scale exhaug

174

Non-Club Events

Saturday, October 18, 2008. Warbirds over
Allaire. Sponsored by The Allaire Red-Tails and
Jersey Coast Radio Control Club. Go to
www.warbirdsoverallaire.corfor details and
directions.

Saturday, November 8, 2008 Jersey Coast Sport
Fliers Annual RC Auction. For directions and
times go tovww.jcsportfliers.org

One More Time by Bob Mackey

Earlier this month, we took our annual {3% be
exact) trip to the Hudson Valley to visit the famed
Rhinebeck Aerodrome. They have weekend full-

sized air shows, and once a year they have a 2-day

model meet.

The weather forecast didn't look too promising, sd
we had to change our plans. Normally I'll fly on
Saturday while Joyce does what women do and
goes shopping. Since it was supposed to rain 6 gr
7 inches on Saturday, we decided to tour the areq
that day and fly on Sunday. It rained a bit on

Saturday, and when | went to the field the next day
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| was informed the weather was fine and they flew
all day. Go figure.

I’m going to say something | never thought I'd

say. I've always recommended the air show to
people, especially if they've never been there. |
can't do that anymore. The show was pretty
lifeless and they’'ve condensed the air show down
to nothing. Sunday is supposed to be WWI day,
and the only WWI planes flown were models. A
few weeks before one of the Aerodrome pilots was
killed in a flying accident, so maybe this had
something to do with the atmosphere.

| wish them all the luck in righting the ship and
getting things going again, as | sure would miss
the place.

Rhinebeck Too

Marlene and | also went to Rhinebeck for the
WWI Jamboree. We hadn’t been there since the
mid 70’s. Because of the predicted rain on
Saturday, we took the trip on Sunday, which
turned out to be sunny, warm, and fairly calm.

When we walked in, the place was the same as
before, but different. The place looked cleaner
and more open. In fact, they had widened the
runway and got rid of a lot of trees. Also different
was the amount of full scale airplanes. There were
a lot more than before. But it still looked and felt
liked the ole Rhinebeck of the past.

In the foreground you can see some 6fhe100%
scale models — (many are replicas of the
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originals.). Back in the distance are all the
modelers.

There is a lot to see at the aerodrome and not onl
for the shows. There are a lot of hangers that you
can walk through or around where you can
discover complete planes, planes under repair,
abandoned wrecks, even cars, trucks, and
motorcycles. There is even a WWI tank. We ran
out of time and never got to the two large museun
hangers that sit past the parking lot.

While walking through the model area we came
across Bob and Joyce. Marlene went with Joyce,
and Bob and | continued to walk around. | met
John English there too. Bob was flying his Fokke
Dr.l Triplane. John was flying two different Gee
Bees and a Triplane .

John English with his Gee Bee and Fokker. John
is cleaning up the Gee Bee after a spectacular
landing.

Bob Mackey is preparing to launch his Tripe.

John from the Monmouth Club is his helper.
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John showing off the Desert Aircraft DA-50 he
won at the pilot’'s drawing. Nice engine. John’s
prize came complete with electronic ignition, but
no muffler.

The following article was sent to me by Charlie
Bissette.

Stunt Pilot Among 2008 Hall of Fame

Inductees By James Hannah, Associated Press
Writer

DAYTON, Ohio (AP) — Stunt pilot Sean Tucker, who
has thrilled air show audiences with daredevil moves in
more than 1,000 performances, said he got his start by
trying to face his flying fears.

As a young pilot in the 1970s, Tucker had an instructor
get him into a beat-up, single-engine, fabric-skinned
trainer, take him up in the sky over San Jose, Calif.,
and demonstrate a roll.

"I'll never forget the dust and dirt that came off of the
floorboards — and we recovered," Tucker said. "I fell
in love with aerobatics. That's when my journey
began."”

Tucker, 56, of Monterey, Calif., was among pilots and
aviation pioneers being inductedo the National
Aviation Hall of Fame on Saturday.

"When | got done flying today upside down, 10 feet
from the ground and 250 mph, | thought 'I'm going to
make it. I'm going to be inducted into the National
Aviation Hall of Fame,™ he said.

The other enshrinees include Herbert Kelleher, co-
founder of Southwest Airlines Co.; naval aviation
pioneer William Moffett; and Col. Clarence "Bud"
Anderson, a military pilot who flew in both World War

Il and the Vietnam War.
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"The Aviation Hall of Fame enshrines so many of my
personal heroes and heroines that it sends chills down
my spine to be among them," Kelleher, who is not a
pilot, told a crowded audience at the Dayton
Convention Center.

Kelleher is chairman emeritus of Dallas-based
Southwest Airlines, which began service in 1971 with
three airplanes. Today, Southwest operates more thar
530 airplanes performing about 3,400 flights a day.
Anderson became a triple ace while flying P-51
Mustangs over Europe in World War II. He later flew
F-105 Thunderchiefs on bombing runs over North
Vietnam.

Moffett received the Medal of Honor for his action in
support of the landing at Veracruz, Mexico, in 1914
while commanding the cruiser Chester. During World
War |, he took command of the Great Lakes Naval
Training Station and established an aviation training
program.

Moffett died April 4, 1933, when the airship Akron
went down off the coast of New Jersey.

Tucker said he is honored to be inducted into the hall
with the likes of the Wright brothers and astronaut Nei
Armstrong and 193 other previous inductees.

"Those are some big footsteps and some big shoes, a
I'm really humbled. I've never done anything great like
these guys," Tucker said. "I'm a journeyman 20th
century barnstormer."

Quantico Marine Museum

Bill Zydycryn sent some photos of his recent trip
to the National Museum of the Marine Corps. Thg
museum is located just off Interstate 95 between
Washington D.C. and Fredericksburg, VA. For
more information on the museum click on this link
- http://www.usmcmuseum.org/

This is the main entrance. This structure can be
seen towering over the trees as you drive down I-
95.
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This looks like a Curtis Jenny trainer. Notice the
unusual machine gun mount behind the pilot.

Korean War Era helicopter.
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Here we have recently re-qualified Bill, L.

A Harrier just hanging around. receiving “graduate” instructions from Ed P.

Edison Field Activity
Alex sent these pictures taken at the Edison Field
Tuesday, Septembel'9

This is Bill P. trying to get connected for a flight.

On the left is Elvis getting drilled before his
qualifying flight by Rich D.

That’'s Nathan taking off the wing of his Nexstar
with lots of supervision.

On the back cover is Evan, one of our newest
members with his E-Flite Mentor trainer.

Mr. President posing. What a photo op.
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Emery Mersich sent me a very nice article for
publication in the newsletter. Because of its lengt
| will be presenting sections in the next few
newsletters.

-

Bird's-Eye View by Emery Mersich

It's funny how a decision one makes early in life
can lead to another decision in the future.

When | was 12 | became interested in falconry. A
friend had helped to take care of a rescued kestrel
and falconry became one of my main
preoccupations. It wasn't until | graduated college
though that | had the opportunity to take care of 3
nestling kestrels myself, but until then | had read
every article or book | found on the subject.
Sometime later | moved to Germany, but my
interest in falconry remained. | attended lectures
on falcon conservation programs and falconry
flight shows. These are often held at castles to

generate revenue for castle maintenance. The idea was to have a roofed kiosk at the flying
While working in Munich | also kept up my other | fie|q with a large, mounted monitor displaying live
hobby, kung fu. One of my sparring partners videos transmitted from miniature cameras
happened to be a zookeeper in charge of the attached to the birds' backs. | found the idea

raptors, pigeons and wolves at the Zoo Hellabrunn. interesting and agreed to help him out with the
We got to chatting one day during a break in the technical details.

fighting and | showed him the falconry simulation After some research and discussions with RC

on which I was working. He in turn told me of his | fying friends, | found there already existed a large
|de§1 to give zoo guests a bird’s eye view of flight community of RC flyers who mounted video

during the shows he ran. cameras on their planes. We had some tough specs
to adhere to though. First, the camera, battery,
transmitter and mounting gear had to be light. We
had decided to use a larger falcon, a saker, whose
weight ranges from 1 Ib. 11 oz. (765 grams) in
small males to 2 Ib. 10 oz. (1,190 grams) in large
females, but we couldn’t weigh them down
excessively. The battery | chose was a Kokam 2
Cell 7.4V 145mAh LiPo pack weighing in at
0.320z (99). | tried different CMOS and CCD
cameras, from Draganfly Innovations and
BlackWidow AV and finally settled on a CCD
transmitter / receiver system from BlackWidow
AV, all transmitting at 2.4 GHz and connected to a
Sony digital video camera for recording.
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For mounting the cameras | turned to the telemetr
systems used for tracking raptors when they fly
out of sight, a simple backpack mounting method
which | modified to carry the camera, transmitter,
and battery.

All together the system to be carried by the falcon
weighed in at an acceptable 32 grams.

The antenna system posed a particular challenge
An 8dbi polarized patch antenna was fine if the
falcons flew directly overhead, but falcon flight
can’t be controlled like we sometimes control our
planes.
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They can easily glide out of view within the zoo
premises. We found this out when we tested the
first video system on trained pigeons.

Notice the antenna mounted parallel to the ground.
The reception was not great.

We had mounted the receiver antenna on the roof
of the pigeon roost just above the wolf exhibit,

but the pigeons flew in wide circles around their
roost, behind trees and zoo buildings with plenty
of objects to interfere with the signal.
Right about that time Discovery Channel came out
with an Animal Planet TV special called "Spy on
the Wild". Video cameras were mounted on a
golden eagle, a peregrine falcon and a goshawk to
do exactly what we wanted to do. | contacted the
Discovery Channel, who directed me to the
Oxford University Animal Flight Dynamics
Group, who directed me to the BBC. They had
hired a cameraman to put together the video
camera systems, and their answer was:

"Dear Emery,
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| have spoken to the cameraman, who i
flat out busy at the moment. | would love
to help more but am unable to forward yoU
his contact details due to red tape.
Jonathan gets enquiries like this all the
time as it is a niche market. I'm sure yoy
can understand, he is fairly protective of
giving information on his technology as he
has invested an awful lot of time and
money in to it, and of course being a
freelance cameraman it is his living.
Sorry not to be more help but my hands ar
tied. He is aware of the situation and ha
your contact details and would be very
grateful of any work you were able to put
his way.
Best of luck with your project,
Giles"
We were on our own. This was a prototype project
without an official budget which my zookeeper
friend intended to pitch to his zoo’s director.
Fortunately | had some contacts in Germany who
installed Wi-Fi systems at companies, particularly
in warehouse and outdoor environments. They
exposed me to a whole new world of technologieq,
calculations and, worst of all, regulations, since
the EU only allows for maximum transmissions of
100 milliwatts in the 2.4 GHz frequency range.
The Animal Planet project used a directional
antenna. A person held and pointed an antenna af
all times directly at the bird carrying the
transmitter. It wouldn't be feasible to always have
a technician standing at each show moving a
receiving antenna around. The antenna needed td
be permanently installed, optimally together with
the receiver in nearby trees. Upon
recommendation from my antenna expert friends,
switched to the Cisco Aironet omnidirectional
mast mount antenna to handle more horizontal
distance. They graciously donated this antenna tg
the project.

U7

D
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| also moved the transmitter antenna from
horizontal to vertical as per the recommendation
of BlackWidow AV.

The camera was the next issue to tackle. Each bird
has a different flight pattern and wing beat cycles.
An eagle or red-tailed hawk glides, occasionally
and sluggishly beating its wings. A falcon
performs a series of quick wing beats and
intermittently glides. A pigeon is a workhorse,
almost continuously pumping away. Since we
were testing with pigeons, the camera was jolted
around making the video unviewable. Two things
could be done to help this a little. First | replaced
the normal lens with a wide angle lens. With a
larger viewing area the constant shaking gave the
impression of being less. Another item was to
lower the center of gravity on the camera. This
still needs to be done.

That'’s it for this month. Thanks go out to Alex,
Emery, Charlie B, Bob Mackey, Bill Z., and Joe P.
for their contributions to the newsletter this month.

See you at the meeting,
John
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