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Coming Events
October 30 Club Meeting 8:00
pm E. Brunswick
Library
November 9 Turkey Fun Fly at
East Brunswick
December 8 Club Meeting and
(Monday) Elections
December 6? Club Dinner

Guest Speaker

Councilman Donald
Klemp came to the
meeting to talk about
the field and other
recreational

facilities. The
councilman said he
is in favor of the club
being at Heavenly
Farms. He said that
model flying is a
worthwhile activity and he is giving us his
support in the use of the field.

The councilman is not new to modeling. As a
youth he flew control line models. Currently he
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is a fine furniture woodworker. He did say he was
interested in RC, but a backlog of furniture projects
precludes another hobby at this time.

-—

A Follow-up

Art mentioned that there was an Executive Council
meeting Oct. 13 to discuss putting a proposal
together for the Councilman. Here are Art’s notes.

On Oct. 13 the EC had a meeting, Alex was present,
but Joe, unfortunately, could not make the meeting,
at the Seville diner to discuss putting together a
proposal for EB Councilman Klemp. The proposal
is to create a permanent RC field at the Heavenly
Farms location but in a more secluded location.
Alex has volunteered to modify the proposal which
Norm had created a few years ago, therefore, a big
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thank you to Norm B. The EC will review the
proposal with Alex.
Art

Field Update

On Friday, October"8Mike rolled the field with
a powered roller. Previously, Mike had seeded
and fertilized the field. With luck, the field will
continue to improve. Mike said Alex was also
helping out at the field with him.

Thanks Mike and Alex.

2009 Elections

At our September meeting Alex Szemere
volunteered to be the chairman for the
nominating committee.

If you are interested in running for an office (all
are up for grabs) or know someone that is
interested, let Alex know. He can be reached at
home 732-297-8380, cell 732-816-1810, or
emailTCRCY2K@aol.com

Club Dinner 2008 by Norm Berger

This year the Club Dinner will be held at The
Buttonwood Manor on 845 Route 34 in
Matawan, NJ.

( www.buttonwoodmanor.corfor

directions)The date is Saturday, DecembBer 6
and the time is 7p.m. We have reserved the VIP
Room for our private party.

There is a coupon with dinner choices and costs
elsewhere in the newsletter.

This dinner is for members and their immediate
family.

Dinner choices are Prime Rib, Chicken Marsala,
or Tilapia Bruschetta

Dinner includes soup, salad, entrée, potato,
vegetable, soft drinks, dessert, and coffee,.

There is a cash bar.
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The cost is $30 per person. (make checks payable
to: Tri-County R/C Club.)

There is aeadline for participating in that we

must have your order and payment on Wednesday,
November 26th in order to finalize arrangements
with the restaurant.

We ask each participant to bring an anonymous
wrapped gift costing between $5 and $10. Each lady
should provide a gift for a lady and each man gift
for a man. Please make sure that we know which
gift is for which gender by marking it appropriately.
This year we will provide a little fun for all by
conducting an ‘auction’ of the gifts that will be fun
and add some excitement to our event!

Plan on joining in this year.
New Members

Please join me in welcoming our five newest
members that were voted in at the August meeting.

They are: Bill Perkowski, Bob Scales, Evan
Clements, and Akash Srinaggesh

Prospective Members
There are three gentlemen that are interested in

becoming members of our club. They are: Francis
Cap, Spencer Cap, and Derek Mithaug.

For Sale

New in box Horizon Hobby Blade 400 3D RTF
minil heli by E-Flite. For more information go to:
http://www.horizonhobby.com/Products/Default.asp
x?ProdID=EFLH1400

If interested, see Alex Szemere. He is asking $400
Home 732-297-8380, cell 732-816-1810, email
TCRCY2K@aol.com
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Conversions Made Easy

Recently we started using a neat little shareware
program at work to convert metric to English and
back. It looks like this:

* Convert

D@g

File Options Help
Acceleration | Amt. of Substance | Angle | Area | Computer | Concentration
Pressure I Speed | Temperature I Time I Torgue I Wolume I Walume - Dy

Customn I Density | i Energy I Flow I Force I Light I Mass I Power

~ Input — Output

centimeter [cm)
dekameter [dm]
foat [ft] *

furlong *
hectometer [hm] *
inch [in] *
kilometer [km] *
lightyear *

meter [m] *
mirrameter fnm *

m._|»

mirrarmater liml

Inpuat: |1 centimeter (cm) *

centimeter [cm]

Output: |1

| S

The program is called CONVERT. As you can
see from the above there is a lot of converting
you can do. You can download the program for
free from this link:
http://joshmadison.com/article/convert-for-
windows

Just follow the directions on the web site. |
found that on my two computers — one running
Vista and the other XP, that it was best to save
the file to the computer and then execute it. | ra
into problems when | attempted to install the
program directly from the site.

New Pilots

Alex Szemere noted at the September meeting
that Bill McLean, Emery Merich, and Elvis
Perez have all been signed off to solo.

Alex also mentioned that Mike Korb is helping
out as an instructor.

Door Prizes

Our 50-50 was won by Bill Lesko, Glenn
Bowman, and Frank Spenser.

Nathan Berlin won the gallon of fuel.
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October Birthdays
Birthday wishes go out to:
Chris Leeds, Emery Mersich, Romesh

Nissangaratchie, Ed Pochinski, Bernie Price, and
Milton Silverstein.

November Birthdays

Birthday wishes go out to: Glenn Bowman, John
English, Eugene Letcher, and Bill Zydycryn.

Model of the Month

There were three models at the September Meeting.

Larry Kosinar won the Model of the Month with his
two planes. The first, that didn’t count because it is
still a free flight, is a Keith Lamair design called
“The Little Red Twin.” The plane has a 20" wing
span and is powered by a Cox 0.020 motor. It was
published by M.A.N. magazine back in the mid
‘60’s Larry wants to scale it up to make it a R/C
plane.
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Larry’s second plane was a Maxford USA
models(www.maxfordusa.comCurtiss Jenny ARF.
The Jenny has a 38" span and uses a 3 cell LiPq
battery to drive a 9x6 prop with a brushless
motor. Flying weight is 17 ounces. Larry also
won a second trophy, but we won't talk about
that.

Chris Leeds brought in his Sig Clipped Wing
Cub project to show the progress. Chris showeq
us the 56” wing at the February meeting. As you
can see he is now on to the fuselage. This is a
real builder’s kit where you have to make many
pieces into a part. Chris said that he used a lot
the kit wood as templates to create new parts.
He claimed that the wood wasn't that good. (I
think the wood petrified in the box.)

Non-Club Events

Saturday, November 8, 2008. Jersey Coast Spd
Fliers Annual RC Auction. For directions and
times go tovww.jcsportfliers.org

Saturday November 8, 2008. The Delaware R/C|

Df

rt

Club Annual R/C Auction & Swapmeet Shue
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Middle School, 1500 Capitol Trail (Kirkwood
Highway), Newark, DE 19711
http://www.delawarerc.org/auction.htm

Saturday, November 15, 2008. MAAW “Swap ‘n
Shop. Held at Solaris Sports Club, 210 Veterans
Road, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
http://www.maaw.com/swapnshop/index.html

On Field Levelby Norman Berger
Have you ever
forgotten to charge
your batteries and not
been able to fly, or
have you gone out
knowing that your
batteries were not
fully charged?

Well, there is relief if you consider using LIPOs to
power your equipment.

| can tell you that | have used a LIPO in several JR
brand transmitters now for several months, with the
end result being that | have been flying for months
without need to recharge. That'’s right ‘months’! |

fly most every day, weather permitting, so this
experience is really significant.

If you decide to go this route | suggest that you tape
over your charge receptacle on your TX because the
LIPO must be charged with a LIPO charger outside
of the TX. It is too easy to forget about the LIPO

and easily cause a problem using the wrong charger.
Fully charged TX batteries are 12.6 volts, and when
you see TX voltage dropping below 11 volts it is
time to recharge; don’t wait for 9 or 10 volts.

The TX batteries | use come from a company in
Hong Kong called Hobby City or Hobby King
(http://www.hobbycity.comThe batteries are
specifically made to fit into TX units and even

come with appropriate adapters for both JR and
FUTABA radios. Cost is around $25.00 each.

The experience | have had after several orders at
Hobby City is that in stock items arrive in a week to
10 days and out of stock items arrive in up to 30
days.

Hobby City is also an excellent source of LIPO
batteries for your electric airplanes. Here too | am
using several of their ZIPP brand 20-30C LIPO
batteries and am very pleased with the quality and
the price.

October, 2008



In regard to airborne LIPO use, this is more
difficult to pursue as some receivers will work
on up to 9 volts; however some servos don't like
a fully charged 6 volt battery much less a two
cell LIPO. Unless you know specifically that
your equipment is OK at higher voltages, |
suggest that a regulator be installed to limit
voltage getting to the receiver. Failure to
properly insure equipment compatibility in
regard to onboard electronics can be erratic and
cause you to lose control — here is a place to be
safe vs. sorry.

| have not used airborne LIPO batteries myself,
but plan to do so with my next project.

Proper use and management of LIPO batteries i
a MUST - you need LIPO chargers and
balancers to insure the batteries are well
maintained and you don’t cause a problem. Non
of this is difficult; you just need to know what
you are doing to insure success.

JR and Spectrum Service Bulletins

Norm Berger mentioned at the meeting that ther
were a couple of service bulletins out on some
new equipment.

The first has to do with the JR X9303 2.4. Thereg
is a problem unique to the 2.4 GHz version of
this radio. That problem is that the wires for the
aileron stick rub on the RF module mounted on
the back cover. If the wires rub long enough
they will be damaged and may stop functioning.

The fix is simple. Pull the back cover off and
move the wire. To do that, follow the directions

on the JR web site. Here is the link.
www.jrradios.com/Articles/Article.aspx?ArticlelD=1822

Norm had to do both of his transmitters, and |
had to modify my transmitter that | just picked
up a week ago.

The 72MHz does NOT have this problem.

Spektrum AR9000 Service Bulletin for High
Vibration Fatigue.

172}
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http://www spektrumrccom/Articles/Article.aspx?Art
icleID=1709

This bulletin has you gluing down a filter capacitor
that can flex and break in a high vibration situation
— internal combustion engine powered aircratft.

Failure of the capacitor could lead to loss of control.

The capacitor should be glued to the receiver board
with a specific type of glue. Remove the cover of
the receiver and check. If the capacitor is not glued
down you need to do that. You can fix it yourself
or send the receiver back. Norm sent his back.

Bird's-Eye View, Part 2 by Emery Mersich

A final issue was heat. The transmitter generated a
large amount of heat though it was open to the air.
We didn’'t want the birds to have singed feathers! A
heat sink would lessen this, but it had to be super
lightweight. Fortunately a few companies who
manufactured heat sinks donated samples to the
project and saved us from purchasing large
guantities of them.

About this time 2 colleagues from Munich became
interested in what | was doing. One of them flew
RC electric planes, primarily models from the
German company Multiplex, while the other flew
model sailplanes, particularly the model, Toplight,
made from reinforced glass fiber and carbon fiber
out in the Bavarian countryside. We set out to do
further antenna tests by mounting the camera on the
Toplight and launching it with a long rubber cord
attached to a hunting stand.
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The results were interesting. Although the Cisco
Aironet antenna produced better results, when
the plane flew directly above the antenna the
reception blacked out momentarily until the
plane was once again in the reception angle.
Also, the camera quality was poor when pointed
directly toward the sun.

After further deliberation | decided to acquire a
diversity receiver which BlackWidow AV had
just began to distribute. The idea behind this typ
of receiver is that two antennas can be attached
and the receiver switches to the one providing
the better signal. The Cisco Aironet antenna
would cover the horizontal areas, while a flat,
patch antenna mounted above would deal with
the heights.

This is when our non-technical difficulties
began. My zookeeper friend had been training a
young peregrine falcon to carry the cameras. He
didn't want to use an older bird since the older
they are, the more problematic it is to accustom
them to new things, such as carrying a backpack
One day while training, some crows mobbed the
young peregrine falcon, which took flight to get
away. This was normal behavior and the falcon
should have returned for food. The falcon,
however, didn't return. It was found offsite 3
days later electrocuted by high voltage wires.
The zoo then obtained 4 baby falcons, two
peregrines and two larger saker falcons, and ket
them at an offsite facility. Training began for the
birds, and the two saker falcons proved
themselves to be exceptionally suitable for futurg
video flights. Unfortunately someone broke in to
the offsite facility and took the falcons.

A third delay occurred when the bird flu hit
Europe. The zoo canceled all close-exposure
avian events from the public to avoid bad
publicity. This put a damper on our project, but
we had no birds to continue with anyway. This
was two years ago when | moved back to the

D
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States. It was very difficult to keep in touch with
my friend since he didn't have a computer or an
email address, but | did keep in touch with my
flying buddies. One of them especially has
continued on his own to build digicams and video
cameras into his planes.

And this is where a past decision led me to a future
decision. Winter was upon us earlier this year, and |
wanted to start up the video camera tests again. |
didn't know anyone here in NJ who flew planes, so |
thought | would learn to fly myself and then not
need to rely on anyone else's schedule or location. |
found Alex's email address on the club website and
contacted him. Within a few hours | received a
reply inviting me out to the field the very next day.
A childhood interest in falconry had led me in a
roundabout way to flying planes.

The story isn't over yet, though. | was in Munich on
a business trip in July. | visited my friend at the zoo,
and he’s still intent on continuing the video project.
The bird flu has passed, and it's been determined
that pigeons don't acquire it. He’s still doing the
raptor shows
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and is also known as the “Pigeon Whisperer” for
his work on attaching pipes to pigeon tails to
produce music during flight.

He's also now interested in mounting the
cameras on the backs of Turkish Dunek pigeons
which upon release fly vertically up to about 600
meters and then immediately dive dramatically

downwards back to the ground. We've set a dat¢

of Summer 2009 for test trials.

| even got to go to another falconry show with
my family at a castle while in Germany. | chatted
with the resident falconer who admitted he'd like
to have a video setup as well.

And finally I met up with my friend in Munich

who continues to fly his planes with cameras. He

dons a pair of video glasses and takes photos
with a digital camera built into the nose of his
Multiplex Twinstar 1.

174
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He can set up and take photos from the ground via
an extra servo attached to the camera. The photos
are stored on the camera's memory stick and are
examined afterwards. He's mounted displays into
the cockpit (battery level, compass, and altimeter)
to give him accurate flight details. He's also
working on sending this data directly to the video
glasses he uses to fly the plane.
A problem my friend has is with the camera system
itself. Since he uses the digital camera for both
setting up shots and for making photos, when he
takes a photo the display briefly freezes while the
camera saves the photo to the memory stick. That
could cause a tricky situation should he need to do
some quick maneuvers midair.
So if you see me out at the field with some video
equipment, you know what I'm doing, and I'm
sticking to the AMA rules:
“The operator of a radio-controlled model
aircraft shall control it during the entire
flight, maintaining visual contact without
enhancement other than by corrective lenses
that are prescribed for the pilot. No model
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aircraft shall be equipped with devices
which allow it to be flown to a selected
location which is beyond the visual range
of the pilot.”

Lastly here are some good resources for
equipment and videos of raptor flight:
BlackWidow AV (very helpful):
www.blackwidowav.com

Draganfly Innovations Incwww.rctoys.com

A recent site recommended to nevw.rc-
tech.ch/web/index.php

Record set for video flight:
www.noskylimit.com/

Forum for discussing things related to wireless
video: www.rc-cam.com/forum

Cisco Aironet omnidirectional mast mount
antenna:
www.cisco.com/en/US/docs/wireless/antenna/in
tallation/guide/ant2506.html

Discovery Spy on the Wild:
animal.discovery.com/convergence/spyonthewil
d/birdtech/birdtech.html

Nature — Raptor Force Program with falcon-
mounted video cameras:
www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes/raptor-
force/introduction/1109/

Amateurs' soar to UAV win forwarded by
Alex Szemere

September 26, 2008

By Lacey Burley

TOOWOOMBA man Simeon O'Neill and his
best mate used their patched-up 30-year-old
model plane to beat teams of university
aerospace engineers at the UAV Challenge in
Kingaroy.

Mr O'Neill and his high school buddy Aaron
Donaldson, from Geelong, won the main event,
the Search and Rescue open category, taking
home $5000.

The Unmanned Airborne Vehicles (UAVS)

Outback Challenge was held at the Kingaroy
Airport and finished yesterday.
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The pair heard about the competition last year and
decided to rebuild Mr Donaldson's dad's 1978
model plane that was gathering dust in the shed.

With a budget of about $6000, they were impressed
with their winning efforts.

"Everyone was aerospace engineers, Simeon and |
didn't finish more than a semester of engineering,"
Mr Donaldson said.

"QUT had a budget of about $30,000 and the
United States University had a budget of about
$25,000.

"And both university teams crashed their planes."
The pair could have won the $50,000 prize.

But they failed to complete the challenge after a
wiring plug came loose and forced them to land.

They will use the prize money to prepare another
plane.

"We're ready for next year now," Mr O'Neill said.

N.E.A.T. Fair

Marlene and | made our annual trip to the Catskills
for the premiere electric fun fly on the east coast
(my opinion.)

To be different, we drove up through North Jersey,
Port Jervis, and Monticello before picking up Rout
17. It was a nice relaxing and pretty ride. We
picked up rain for the last 30 miles or so.

It was drizzling and cold when we pulled into the
parking lot. By the time we walked the complete
flight line the drizzle stopped and it got a little
nicer.

Unlike past years, there were no real “WOW”
models or technology. We saw a lot of refinements
to the models and the technology, and the show
stopping models and flights of 2-3 years ago are
now the norm.
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Although there was a lot of flying at two of the

areas, helicopters and heli flights seemed to few
and far between.

It is Saturday morning around 11 a.m. The rain

drizzles have just stopped. This is a shot looking

down the flight line from the park flyer end. The
little blue canopy in line with the yell tape is the
halfway point of the flight line.

A bumper sticker that is really out of place here.

A 12 foot Telemaster dropped a bunch of
parachutes with (notes for) prizes attached. Just

beyond the mob is a pond. A few flew float
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planes off of the pond and one guy ran a boat back
and fort kicking up a nice rooster tail.

There was some big stuff.

And little things, but not the littlest. The blue cards
are business cards.

This is the line-up for one of the many general flight
lines. The Heli line was to the far left, and to the

right the little park fliers and flat-foam fliers had
their own flight lines.

If all goes well, we’ll be back next year.
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Warbirds over Allaire

Marlene and | took the trip to Allaire State Park
to watch the flying. The day was cold and
windy. When we got there at around 11 a.m.
most of the flying was done. A few brave souls
did fly but they didn’t look like they were
enjoying it.

As we got there Charlie Bissette was just
leaving. Bill Lehman was there and we caught
up on old times. Bob Mackey joined in and the
four of us had lunch. Norm was over at the
impound area selling raffle tickets.

At noon all flying was halted for a few demo
flights. Adam Lilly tried to do his “Farmer Act”
with his Cub, but it was just too gusty to
perform. A 42% Extra (I think) then took to the
air and flew a very big and exciting aerobatic
routine that included some impressive hovering
maneuvers. It looked like the wind didn’t bother
the plane or pilot.

After the demo flight there was a lineup of
planes for the spectators’ choice awards.

When the noontime break was over, a few more
pilots braved the wind with varying success. A
Hanger 9 B-25 flew OK in the wind. An OV-10
Bronco wasn't as successful. The pilot was
making a pass down the runway, possibly settin
up for a landing, when he decided to go around.
The wind blew him off course, and the bird
ended up roosting in a tree — in pieces.

A little later a P-51, probably a FiberClassics
was making a pass down the runway when it
bounced in the grass and slid to a stop mortally
wounded. The plane was carried back to the pit
with one gear leg pulled out, the second gear leg
folded back, a hole in the belly scoop, and the
firewall and engine pulled out.

After that, the flying seemed to be over for the
day.

The field is very nice with really close cropped
grass on the runway. There is a nice covered

5
)

area with picnic table and an impound box, porta-
potties, and very nice safety starting benches. The
field is narrow and long with trees all around and
very close to the runway. When the wind is calm
the place is great, but when the wind picks up it is a
bear to fly at. The field has been in existence since
the early 1970’s.

Most of the pictures here are compliments of
Charlie Bissette

Club banners with the safety fence and flight
stations in the background.

The Fly Paper Volume 30 Number 10 Page 10 of 12 October, 2008



Part of the flight line. The B-25 is a Hanger 9
model owned by Dan Basontch. The bomber is
powered by two Thunder Tiger Pro 46 engines
and uses Robart retracts. The invasion stripes
are painted on.

Here is Dan Basontch of Staten Island with his
Ziroli AT-6G. The model uses a G-62 motor and
is covered with chrome MonoKote applied over
Aquanet hair spray. This Ziroli tip has kept the
covering bubble free for 10 years.

This looks like Bob Mackey behind a Fokker
DR-1 Tri-Plane. Because of the gusts and

crosswinds Bob elected not to fly the plane.
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John Rosig of Somerset Signal Seekers is kneeling
next to his Top Flite ¥ scale P-47. The plane is
powered by G-62 motor, and uses eleven Hitec
digitals servos controlled by Futaba 9C radio.
Robart retracts hide the wheels.

Turkey Fly

Art has informed me that the fun fly scheduled for
November 8 will be at the Heavenly Farms field.
Art will have water and soda available for all.

Events have not been finalized at this time, but the
prizes will be “Tri-County R/C Club Survival Kits.”

That'’s it for this month. Thanks go out to Art,
Alex, Emery, Charlie B, Joe P., and Norm for their
contributions to the newsletter this month.

See you at the meeting,
John
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2008 Tri-County R/C Club Annual Dinner

7 p.m. Saturday, Decembéf 6

Quantity Entrée Name:
Prime Rib
Chicken Marsala Email address:

Tilapia Bruschetta
Total meals/attending.
$ Total cost
Note: all entrees served with soup, salad, potato, vegetissert, coffee, and soft drinks.
Cost is$30.00 per person
Deadline to sign up November 2B (day before Thanksgiving)

Make checks payable to Tri-County RC Club and send checkoammbi to Norman Berger, 73
Crine Lane, Morganville, NJ 07751. (or give coupon and checkotmldt the meeting.)

The Fly Paper

c/o John Donnelly

4 Cedar Street

Butler, NJ 07405-1329
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