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Coming Events 
March 26 
(Thursday) 

Club Meeting 
Last day to pay dues. 

April 3 to 5 
(Friday to Sunday) 

Toledo Show 
Toledo, OH 

April 19 
(Sunday) 

Tax Break Fun Fly 
Edison Field 

April 30 
(Thursday) 

Club Meeting and 
Beauty Pageant 

May 16 
(Saturday) 

Top of NJ Warbird R/C 
Fun Fly 

May 28 
Thursday 

Club Meeting 
 

March Meeting Notes. 
 
The meeting will be at the East Brunswick 
Library, Thursday, March 26th.  Starting time will 
be 8:00. 
 
Last Call - Dues are Due.  Please completely fill 
out the coupon at the end of the newsletter.  
Give/send the coupon along with a check (payable 
to TCRC) and a copy of your 2009 AMA 
membership card to our treasurer, Glenn Bowman.  
Glenn’s address is on the coupon.  Cash will work 
if you present the coupon and AMA card to Glenn 
at the meeting.   
 
Dues are still only $25.00 
 

The last day to renew your membership is at the 
March 26th meeting. 
 
From the Keyboard of the Prez. 

Builders Night. 

We typically have a good turnout for this, and this 
year was no exception. Thanks to all who brought 
their unfinished winter projects to show off. Check 
out the pics on our website. There are plenty of 
good naked planes to gawk at. I’ve made much 
more progress since then on my Navion, but I 
can’t promise it won’t be in next year’s 
competition… 

Fuel Sale 

It kinda took me by surprise when Glenn told me 
at the beginning of the meeting that he’d sold 
almost all of the fuel he’d bought for the club. 
This is a very good thing because it directly 
indicates the amount of flying that the club will 
do, AND the club made a couple bucks on the 
backside. As I understand it, there’s a few gallons 
left of 4-cycle, so email Glenn if you need some. 
Oh, and he still has a few replica Rolex’s left. 8) 
Email Glenn at GmbMan@optonline.net if you 
need fuel or finely crafted timepieces. 
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Club Website 

C’mon guys, SIGN UP!  Almost all the new 
Forum members are spammers. Aside from John 
Donnelly, I don’t think any of our Club members 
are really selling discount Canadian Viagra. So 
please register and use the forum often. You can 
upload pictures by clicking on the “Additional 
Options” just below the text field – just be sure to 
resize your pictures first. There’s a 128k 
maximum file size. Please check it out and try to 
participate.  

Event Sign Up 

I was pleasantly surprised to see so many 
volunteers for this year’s suggested events. Thank 
you to all who volunteered. I promise not to beat 
you with a stick at the end of the year! Please 
bounce any of your ideas off of us and don’t be 
shy about asking for help from the EC. 

New Business 

The EC has been discussing our future at the 
Heavenly Farms site for some time now. We all 
agree that with some minor improvements it’d be 
‘heavenly’. By the time you read this, we should 
have scheduled the meeting – or possibly had it – 
to see where we stand in East Brunswick. There’s 
a new mayor, and we have a lot of work to do. I 
truly hope we will have something worth reporting 
at the club meeting this month. 

See you at the meeting, 

Mike 

Beauty Pageant  
 
This is just a reminder that the annual Beauty 
Pageant will be held at our April Meeting. All 
planes that have been completed since December 
8th, 2008 are eligible.  
 
TCRC WEBSITE Update  
 

Norm has completed the transfer of the web site 
onto the AMA District II Server.  Now when you 
enter www.tcrcnj.com into your browser you will 
go directly to the server.  All activity through 
Homestead has now ended. 
 
The newsletter Archive had been updated to cover 
from January 2002 to the current date.  Only the 
July 2003 newsletter is not available.  
Additionally, the years are in descending order. 
 
So, spend a few moments browsing and while you 
are there, maybe add a few flying photos to the 
gallery.   And no, I won’t try to sell you anything. 
 
One side effect is that all areas of the site seem to 
load faster, especially some of the larger 
newsletters.   
 
Thanks again, Norm, for all that hard work (or is 
that indoor play time?) 
 
For Sale 

 
New in box Horizon Hobby 
Blade 400 3D RTF mini 
heli by E-Flite.  For more 

information go to: 
http://www.horizonhobby.com/Products/Default.a
spx?ProdID=EFLH1400   
 
If interested, see Alex Szemere.  He is asking $400 
 
Door Prizes 
 
Our 50-50 was split its normal three ways by John 
Zangrando, Larry Kosinar, and Mike Korb.. 
 
Bill McClean won the gallon of fuel. 
 
Heli News  by Bill Zydycryn 
 
For the Heli novice selecting your first RC 
helicopter can be overwhelming; there are many 
RC Helicopter manufactures on the market today 
producing nitro, gas, brushed, and brushless 
helicopters. Making the wrong choice when 
starting out can be expensive, frustrating, and after 
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a few costly crashes [they will happen] most 
novices get discouraged and ultimately sell or park 
their helicopters. The best first investment you can 
make before that first Heli purchase is to invest in 
a good flight simulator for your PC that has RC 
helicopters included in the software package or 
available as an “add-on”. Each day reserve as 
much practice time on the Sim that you can afford 
– remember crashing on the Sim is easy on your 
wallet! The flight simulator will help you gain 
confidence as you learn the “basics”. Eventually 
you will progress from basic hovering to 
“controlled” forward flight to advanced aerobatics. 
When you are happy with your Sim skills it,s time 
to choose your first Helicopter. Here is my short 
list of electrics geared for the Novice - first up is 
the very popular Micro / Mini fixed pitch coaxial 
[two blade] counter rotating style that does not 
have tail rotor to compensate for main blade 
torque.  

 
Coaxial rotors  
 
They are designed primarily for indoor use and 
help introduce folks to the hobby. They are pretty 
much ready to fly right out of the box once you 
charge the Lipo and install the batteries in the 
supplied transmitter.  Moving up the Micro “ready 
to fly” family tree are the single main blade - fixed 
pitch and collective pitch versions. These come 
with a motor driven fixed pitch tail rotor. 
Although designed for indoor use ,they can be 
flown outside in slight wind conditions. An 
electronic mixer controls the speed of tail motor as 
needed [like a gyro] to counter the torque of the 
main blade. 

 
Fixed pitch electric heli 
 
The Micro Models with collective pitch are 
usually matched with a fly-bar and fly-bar 
paddles; generally speaking these will not be as 
stable as the coaxial. Continuing with the Electric 
theme, we move into the next category of Helis – 
the 400, 450, and the larger 600 series designed 
primarily for outdoor use. There are 3 basic types 
available - Kits, Ready – to  - Fly, and ARF’s. My 
own personal preference is kit form. Why? Well 
there are a couple of reasons.  1) Building a heli 
from a kit helps a beginner gain valuable 
experience on how the various mechanical / 
electronic components come together to create a 
flyable RC helicopter - you can’t get that from an 
ARF, RTF or a Sim. 2) When you have your first 
unfortunate contact with Mother Earth you will 
know how to repair your Heli because you built it! 
This can save you time & money by not having to 
return your prized broken bird to the local hobby 
shop while they repair your helicopter$$. 3) Kit 
versions also give you the option of picking the 
type of on board equipment [servos, gyros, 
motors, lipos, receivers] you prefer.   
 

 
Collective Pitch electric Heli 
 
If you do go the ARF / RTF route you still need to 
go over the entire helicopter in detail – don’t 
assume parts that should have loctite on them do! 
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One other important “SAFETY” note about 
Electric helis – your lipo powered model has the 
potential to instantly spool up to full throttle at 
start-up without warning with disastrous results –
This can occur due to Pilot error or problems with 
your ESC, either way be careful and always think 
safety!  Never, Never hold any small electric heli 
up to eye level, by the skids, to check your blade 
tracking! And finally if you decide to build a heli 
[electric or nitro] from a kit - get an experienced 
Heli Pilot to check it over thoroughly BEFORE 
you attempt your first hover. Some notes on hover 
training – use some type of training gear strapped 
to the skids to avoid tip-overs and boom strikes 
during the learning process. Training gear can be 
purchased commercially, or you can make your 
own gear “sized” for your particular model using 
wooden dowels and wiffle balls – Yes they look 
strange but they get the job done.  Well, hopefully 
this review will give you some food for thought on 
electric RC helicopters. Next month we will 
review the Nitro class of Helis and some setup / 
building tips.  
 
New Members 
 
We welcomed three new members to the February 
meeting. 
 
They are Joseph Gagliano, Allen Tibor, and John 
Jacobson 
  
March Birthdays 
 
March birthday wishes go out to: 
Dave DeLeo 
William Fesio 
Ron Mieszkowski 
Colleen Murray 
Pete Treantafello 
Bill Whitlock 
 
Non Club Events 
 
Saturday, March 28 Tri-County Wing 
Snappers Hamburg Swap Meet- Hamburg, PA 2009 
Tri-County Wing Snappers Hamburg Swap Meet. Site: 
Hamburg Union Fire Co. No1. For Info: Lee Buskirk PH: 
610-751-1464 email: lbjms@verizon.net. 200+ tables, open 

to public 8am, Setup 7am, table $7, wall table $12, 
admission $5, Breakfast/lunch/snacks. Visit www.tcws.org  
Sponsor: TRI COUNTY WING SNAPPERS 
 
Friday through Sunday, April 3, 4, and 5 -  
2009 Toledo Show Toledo, OH 
http://www.toledoshow.com/ 
 
Friday, April 17, 14th Annual Flea Market and 
Open House 4/17/09 - Doylestown, PA 14th Annual Flea 
Market and Open House. Site: Central Bucks West High 
School Cafeteria. For Info: Michael DeCorrevont PH: 215-
651-6704. Visit www.buckscountyrc.org. Set up begins at 
6pm, doors open for sales 6:30pm, free admission, table 
rental $10 per table, Indoor demo area will be available, 
Bring your friends and family, light refreshments available. 
Sponsor: BUCKS COUNTY RADIO CONTROL 
 
Saturday, May 16, Top of NJ R/C Club Armed 
Forces Day Warbird R/C Fun Fly.  Stickles Pond 
Road, Newton, NJ.  
www.warbirds.toponewjersey.org  
www.toponewjersey.org   
 
Spring Dust Off 
 
The first fun fly of the year went off as scheduled 
Saturday, March 21st at noon with just a few 
members showing up. 
Mike sent the picture that is on the back page and 
a short note late Saturday night.   
 
“We had a small turnout, but that was to be 
expected with the short notice. Honestly I’m 
surprised there weren’t more people there just 
because it was a beautiful day. 
We had a good time - the wind wasn’t quite the 
0~1mph that Weather Underground had me 
expecting, but it wasn’t bad.  
Pictured are Rich Lega and his friend Steven, Bill 
Z, Bill P, and Anatoly.” 
 
Builders Project Night 
 
If it’s February, it must be Project Night.  At the 
end of the meeting we had all of the builders talk 
about their latest projects.  
Seven builders brought in their winter projects.  
The club awarded two $25.00 gift certificates for 
the top two builders. 
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I would like to thank Alex for taking most of the 
following pictures.  

 
Our judges for the night; Rich, Alex and Joe. 

 
Mike Forbes brought in a Too Small” all balsa 
plans built electric from a magazine article.  The 4 
ounce plane has two GWS IPS motors turning 3x3 
pusher props.  A Futaba radio will guide the plane. 
 

 
 

 
Chris Leeds brought in his framed up Sig Models 
Clipped-Wing Cub.  Chris is making progress, last 

year he brought in the wing.  The plane has a 60 
inch wingspan and will weigh about 4 ½ pounds 
when completed.  Power will be supplied by a 
Super Tigre 36 2 cycle motor and a 10x6 prop. 
Chris won this model at a dinner many years ago.  
He said the model is difficult to build ,and he 
wouldn’t recommend it for a beginner. 
 

 
 
Bill Perkowski constructed a 45” Playboy Cabin 
Model from Flying Model Plans.  Bill used a 
GWS 300 Geared 5.5:1 and a 8x8 slow flier prop.  
The plane is covered in Coverlite and weighs 12 
ounces. 
 

 
Roland John had the partially framed-up wing and 
fuselage of his House of Balsa 1/12 scale P-51 
Mustang.  The plane has a wingspan of 36” and 
should weigh 28 ounces when completed and 
covered in MonoKote. 
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Nathan Berlin brought in the wing for his Carl 
Goldberg Tiger 2, 40 sized.  The plane will have a 
61” wingspan and sport a DX-7 radio when 
complete.  Nathan said there were some defects in 
the wood of the kit.  This is Nathan’s first attempt 
at building.  Something tells me this won’t be his 
last.  I also have the feeling that this Tiger will be 
flying before a certain Cub we know about.  

 
Bob Mackey brought in the bones to his Morane-
Saulnier A-1 that he is building from a Flying 
Models plan.  The plane is all balsa and spruce.  It 
has an 84 inch wingspan and will be powered by a 
Zenoah 26 gas engine turning a 18x6 prop.  
Control will be through a10 channel JR radio.  
Bob is building the plane to fly at Rhinebeck and 
other Giant Scale events this year.  

 
Bob collected a $25.00 gift certificate for second 
place. 
 

 
Mike Forbes brought in his highly modified 
Berkeley Kits Navion that he is building from the 
plans.  Mike designed and built up the hinge 
hardware for the Fowler flaps and ailerons.  The 
plane also sports Robert retractable landing gear.  
The 634” wingspan plane has a Saito 125 for 
power and will be guided by a Futaba 6EX radio.  
Covering is fiberglas and Flitemetal.   It will be 
finished to look like a friend’s real Navion. 
 

 
Mike also got a $25.00 gift certificate for his first 
place finish. 
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After the meeting Larry Kosinar displayed his ¼ 
century old RCM Sportster 20 that was flown in a 
1983 TCRC Pattern contest.    
 

 
He refurbished the model by replacing the original 
piston and sleeve, fuel lines, and recovering the 
model with new MonoKote in the same colors and 
sunburst.   
 

 
Larry needed a new canopy, so he demonstrated 
how he carved the shape in balsa and “pulled” a 
new canopy using a clear plastic soda bottle and a 
heat gun. 
  
Building a Battery, or Two 
 
I have an older twin engine model that used two 7-
cell NiCd. batteries in series for a power source.  
The problem was, that gave me only two minutes 
of flying time.  After a hard landing when a miss-
calculation of my flying time caused me to land 
short of the runway, I decided I needed more 
power.  But what should I use?  
 
 Because of the age and design of the model, 14 to 
16 volts is the max voltage that the motors can 
handle.  The airframe is limited to about 36 ounces 
of battery if no aerobatics are performed - 
according to the manual.  The NiCd’s were 1700 
ma and 29 ounces.  I could use 3300 ma NiHd at 
34 ounces, but that would mean only about 4 
minutes of flight.  Next up was a 4 cell LiPo 
battery at 3800 ma at 13 ounces.  Well, that would 
mean I would need two batteries to balance the 
model.  Hmm, 7600 ma would be about 9 minutes.  
But, I would need an hour to charge the two 
batteries with two chargers. And I would have to 
modify the airframe to hold those large batteries.  
Still… But at $180 per pack, that was way out of 
my price range.  So I had heard about A123 cells 
or M1 cells or LiFe (Lithium Ion Nanophosphate™) 
– whatever.  The word around sounded like you 
could treat them like NiCds and they would also 
take abuse.  So a quick look was promising.  Five 
2300 ma cells are 16.5 volts and weigh 14 ounces.  
Two packs in parallel would give me 4600 ma and 
about 5-6 minutes and weigh 28 ounces.  Not a 
great flying time but acceptable for the price.  
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They would also fit in the battery box without 
major modifications.  The price was more 
reasonable at $150 plus assembly.  Hopefully the 
best part is that they can be charged in less than 20 
minutes.  That is almost as quick as a NiCd. 
 
I bought a DeWalt 36volt replacement battery that 
is used in their battery powered construction tools  
 
I also did a large amount of web browsing and 
found a few sites that were helpful.  The most 
helpful was Sid Kaufman’s SKL Electronics site 
http://www.slkelectronics.com  that had complete 
instructions for the conversion of the DeWalt 
packs (see 
http://www.slkelectronics.com/DeWalt/index.htm 
) 
 

 
Here is almost everything I used to create two five 
cell batteries.  At the top is the DeWalt Battery 
box.  You will need a security torx driver bit to 
take the pack apart.  I bought balancer connectors 
and Deans plugs from BP Hobbies ( 
www.bphobbies.com .)  Once I split up the cells 
into two 5 cell packs I wrapped the packs with 
masking tape to hold them and soldered up 
everything.  I then took a strip of paper and 
wrapped it around the cells and marked it a little 
fat to get the circumference (and length) I would 
need for a soda or water bottle.  I picked a water 
bottle because the plastic is thinner and lighter.  
Now for the fun part.  I went to the local grocery 
store and started wrapping the paper around 
different brands and sizes of bottles.  Boy, do you 
get strange looks from other shoppers’.  Finding 
the bottles I needed, I was good to go.  
 

 
I drank the water, cut the top and bottom off the 
bottle, and slid it onto the battery pack.  I then 
took my heat gun and set it so it would create max 
heat.  I carefully held the assembly and slowly 
played the heat over the bottle.  It shrank neatly 
around the batteries.  I got this idea from a 
magazine, I think it was M.A. and Red 
Scholefield’s column. 
 

 
The Finished Products.  In the foreground are two 
7 cell, 1700 ma NiCd packs.  Their total weight is 
29.1 ounces.  The two 5 cell “A123” packs equal 
4600 ma and weigh a total of 28.4 ounces.  Now 
all I need is some warm weather. 
 
Besides Sid’s web site, you can find some more 
information on electric flight and battery at Ken 
Meyers web site and newsletter at 
http://homepage.mac.com/kmyersefo/framesefo.ht
ml  
RC Groups also has information the DeWalt 
batteries at 
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php
?t=599316  
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If you want to use an older non LiPo battery charger to charge LiPo’s, Sid has an adapter.  Go here for 
information.  http://www.slkelectronics.com/lipodapter/index.htm 
 
To learn more about almost all battery types thry these two web sites 
http://batteryuniversity.com/ Cadex Corporation 
http://www.rcbatteryclinic.com/    C. L. "Red" Scholefield 
 
____________________________________ 
That’s it for another month.  Thanks go out to Alex, Mike, Bill Z., and Larry for their contributions to the 
newsletter this month. 
 
 
See you at the meeting, 
John 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 Tri County R/C Club Member Renewal Coupon 
(Please print clearly) 

 
Name: ________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: _________________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________________ State: ___ Zip +4: _______ 
 
AMA#: _______________________  Phone #: _________________________ 
 
Date of Birth: __________________ Cell #: ____________________________ 
 
Email address: _________________________________ 
 
Dues are $25.00      Due by March 26, 2009 meeting. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Make checks payable to: Tri County R/C Club.                             Mail to: Glenn Bowman 
If mailing, include a copy of your 2009 AMA card.                                    40 Bissett Street 
  (If presented at the meeting, show Glenn your 2009 AMA card)              Sayreville, NJ 08872 
 
 

For the Treasurer’s Use: 
___ Check and Check Number 
 
________________________ 
 
__ Cash 
 
__Proof of 2009 AMA membership. 
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