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Coming Events 
June 25 
Thursday 

Club Meeting 
8:00 p.m. 

July 5 
(Sunday) 

Picnic and Red, White, 
& Blue Fun – Fly at 
Edison 

July 30 Club Meeting 
8:00 p.m. 

June Meeting Notes. 
 
The meeting will be at the East Brunswick 
Library, Thursday, June 25th.  Starting time will be 
8:00. 
 
Metuchen's 13th Annual Spring 
Street Fair by Emery Mersich 
  
As most of you know, the TRI-COUNTY RC 
Club had a stand at the Metuchen Spring Street 
Fair on May 31st. The club members who came 
out in support can attest the fair was a well-visited 
event and a success for our club as well. We made 
a great impression on the public who had little 
idea that we even existed so close by, and of 
course we attracted tons of kids, both young and 
old alike, to the stand with all the planes and 
helicopters we had on display and the balsa planes 
we handed out. In addition, we were able to spark 
the interest of potential modelers and pilots as club 
candidates. Pilots, engineering students, even a 

husband and wife who just that week had 
purchased the RealFlight simulator, wanted to get 
started in the hobby and were sincerely thrilled to 
have found our stand at the fair, are just a few of 
the people we met. Romesh and I would like to 
thank all those who helped us out. Special thanks 
to Rich Dvorin for allowing us to use his tent; 
Norm Berger for showing up right at the start of 
the fair, helping us set up, and then staying till 1 
pm when Romesh had to unexpectedly leave 
because of problems at his workplace; Gilri Sonty 
for taking Norm's place and helping take the stand 
apart; Mike Forbes, Larry Kosinar, and Mike Korb 
for coming out and doing "stand-duty."  I think I 
speak for all those who in some way helped out at 
the fair, that we had a lot of fun doing it and 
wouldn't hesitate doing it again. 

On the back page is the only photo I have from the 
fair. In front of Norm and myself are from left to 
right, Sonia Mersich, Abby Brooks and Helena 
Mersich, all potential future pilots. 

 
From the Keyboard of the Prez. 
 
Fun In the Sun. 
Ok, perhaps that should be; 
Fun on Overcast Days between Thunderstorms. 
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Thankfully the two events we’ve had since our last 
meeting both coincided with the only two days of 
nice weather we’ve had.   
 
Metuchen Street Fair: Emery and Romesh really 
stepped up and did a fantastic job with this. I had 
never been to this fair – or Metuchen for that 
matter – and was impressed with both. The event 
had a huge attendance, and between our great 
display and our members who spent hours trying 
to chat with people over the deafening PA system 
that the radio station 101.5FM was using right 
next to us, I think we represented ourselves to the 
public perfectly. It seemed to me that even folks 
with no interest in aviation at all would drop in 
just out of curiosity and chat comfortably and 
decompress after running the gauntlet of vendors 
hawking stain removers, bathtub refurbishing 
services, and scented candles. Not only were we 
not selling anything, but the little balsa gliders we 
were giving to the children were a huge hit. Emery 
emailed me a couple days later “ I’m working at 
home today and went out on an errand. I saw a 
boy walking with his mom, throwing one of our 
planes. That’s a sign of success. � .” So, 
regardless of what direct response we may get, the 
impression we’ve left on the general public’s mind 
was well worth the effort. 
Oh, and if any of you did happen to run the 
gauntlet of vendors, hopefully you stopped at the 
Pickles and Olives, Etc. tent 
(http://www.picklesandolives.com/) and got some 
of his pickled green tomatoes. They were 
extraordinary. 

3rd Annual Open House: This year’s open house 
might have been the biggest one yet, equaling or 
surpassing our first open house. There was a good 
club turnout, and surprisingly the weather was 
nice. Another nice surprise was the number of 
familiar faces that we had met the week before in 
Metuchen. As in past events, many of our guests 
stayed for hours, weren’t shy about approaching 
us to talk, and just generally seemed to enjoy the 
show. Thank you to all who participated and 
helped out. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Club Picnic 
For a handful of logistic and scheduling reasons, 
we’ve postponed the Club Picnic and will have it 
concurrent with the July 5th Funfly. Thinking 
about it, I don’t know why I didn’t plan it that way 
to begin with. The Rain-Date will be the 12th, but 
honestly if it’s still raining by then, the club is 
invited over to my backyard to help me build this 
Ark… 
If anyone is interested in bringing his or her 
favorite dish to the picnic, please mention it to me 
at the meeting. 
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Fuel Sale 
There are a few gallons left of 4-cycle fuel so 
email Glenn if you need some. His address is 
GmbMan@optonline.net. 
Shirts &Hats 
Get yours while they last. We still have both 
colors of hats and shirts, and the shirt sizes include 
L, XL, and 2X. Email me if you’d like to reserve 
anything; otherwise bring check or cash to the 
meeting. Price is $15 each 
Club Website Forum utility 
The Club Forum has been replaced with a Yahoo! 
Groups site that effectively does everything the 
forum does and more. So far about a third of the 
club is signed up. If you have not signed up yet, 
please come to the meeting with a towel and 
proper bathing attire for your Water Boarding.  
We will discuss this in depth at the meeting, and if 
time and availability allows, Norm might do a 
presentation with his laptop and the library’s 
projector. 
Get well soon Chris Leeds and Rich Dvorin.  
See you at the meeting, 
Mike 
 
Clear for Takeoff...  By: Alexander Szemere 
 
There are no new solo pilots released from the 
cadre of instructors at this time.  
 
Flight training is ongoing, but there are some 
setbacks due to the adverse weather.  
 
Both fields are in very bad condition. The grass is 
high due to intense rain and lack of timely 
mowing, also due to excessive wetness. 
 
Just another reminder to our student pilots... 
Please, don't be shy, call or e-mail your instructor 
and request a mutually convenient date and time 
for flight training. You will be accommodated as 
best as each instructor can. 
 
I will be sending out updates/reminders about 
flight training dates by e-mail to the student pilots 
with copy to all active instructors.  
 
Happy and Safe Landings!     / Alex 
 

Quick One from Chris Leeds 
I was looking forward to our Sunday, 6-7-09, meet 
and greet at Heavenly Farms Park for weeks. I put 
all my planes on charge, checked all hardware for 
tightness, no loose screws, nice fresh rubber bands 
and I was ready for action. On Saturday morning 
6-6-09 I decided to clean out my rain gutters and 
low and behold the ladder slipped, I went down 
only about 4 feet but landed the absolute wrong 
way and shattered several bones in my right foot. I 
called John Donnelly and told him how sorry I 
was that I could not make the meet and greet and 
to let Mike know I would not be able to help out 
with the Daisy Foundation that we were planning.  
I now require surgery on 6-25-09 to walk normally 
again. Learning a hard lesson - I can’t stress the 
need for safety doing what seems to be a simple 
task. I had taken care of this safety check on the 
planes but overlooked safety in what I saw as a 
simple task - climbing a ladder. Anyway, while 
parked in my recliner chair with my foot sticking 
up in the air today, my doorbell rang and a 
gentleman brought me a wonderful get well basket 
compliments of Tri County RC. I can't thank you 
all enough for thinking of me. It means a lot to me 
to see a group I have been associated with since 
1981 pull for one of their own. John D. made the 
comment that I will now have plenty of time to 
finish the 2 year Cub project, except it is in the 
basement and I can't see stairs for at least 2 more 
months -oh well, I really did not want to rush the 
Cub anyway. Thank you all once again for 
thinking of me. If you would like, you can reach 
me at clhbl@aol.com as I still have access to the 
computer from my chair. 
Chris Leeds 
 
For Sale 
 
There are 7 gallons of S&W 10% 4-Stroke Fuel 
for sale @ $16.50 per gallon.  If interested, contact 
our treasurer, Glenn Bowman, at 
gmbman@optonline.net or see him at the meeting. 
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Door Prizes 
 
Our 50-50 was split its normal three ways by Bill 
Perkowski, Bryant Mezey, and Bill Perkowski 
again. 
 
The gallon of fuel was won by Tony Palmer. 
 
Prospective Members 
 
Let’s welcome a few prospective members.  They 
are; Harshesh Mamotra, Paul Douglas, Philip 
Dacko, and Jason Dacko. 
 
June Birthdays 
 
June birthday wishes go out to: 
Norm Berger 
Bill McLean 
 
Non Club Event 
 
June 27, Bridgewater, NJ.  Warbirds over North 
Branch III.  The Somerset Signal Senders are the 
hosts from 10:00 to 6:00pm. 
The field is 355 Milltown Road (North Branch 
Park), Bridgewater, NJ. 
www.somersetsignalsenders.org 
 
On Field Level by Norman Berger  

 
 
Norm’s on vacation this month up in the Rockies, 
visiting family, flying, and going to model events. 
 
Norm said the weather has been nice, with 
afternoon T-storms with light hail at times. 
 
Norm posted some pictures on the web site for 
your viewing pleasure.  Here is a sample. 
 

 
Norm said this was a real kero burner.  A true 
turbo prop. 
 

 
Notice the field elevation.   
 

 
Notice the runway and tarmac.  All paved.  The 
runways are crossed in an “X” to handle the 
different winds.  Look at how flat the area is, and 
that view.  The big bump in the back is Mt. Evans.  
The field is Chatsfield State Park, south of 
Denver.  The park has a reservoir, and camping.   
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Nice KMP F-7F Tiger Cat.  All pictures by Norm 
were from the Warbirds over Denver 2009 event. 
 
Norm also visited the Lehigh Valley Radio 
Control Society 21st Annual R/C Electric Fly on 
June 6th and sent along a few pictures.  When he 
gets back from vacation he may mention this in his 
next column. You can see more pictures of the 
Denver and Lehigh Valley events on our web site. 
 

 
Norm and some his models. 

 
Standing in queue to fly. 

 
There was a nice diversity of aircraft.  Here you 
can see a P-35 (I think), an Islander, and a 
Hondajet.  
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Model of the Month 
 

 
Norm Berger brought in a Hanger 9 Fokker DVII 
ARF that he recently completed.  The model is 
constructed  with balsa and plywood with 
Oracover blue, red, white and camouflage.   The 
plane is designed for a Saito 4 cycle so Norm had 
to go to great pains to fit an OS 70 4 cycle engine.  
The 60 inch wingspan model uses a JR Spectrum 
radio with 5 servos.  
 

 
Prospective member Paul Douglas brought his 
Stevens Aero Edge 540.  The balsa and plywood 
model is covered in Nelson SD Lite covering.  A 
Hacker A30-M16 swings an 11x5 prop to pull the 
4 pound 40” model.  A Futaba radio with JR 
DS281 servos controls the plane. 

 
 

 
Elvis Perez brought in a Sig 4 Star 40 kit… no 
partial kit… a wre… nah, that’s not it, I got it – a 
re-kitted model that Alex gave him (we won’t go 
there either)  Anyway, Elvis took this “kit” and 
totally rebuilt it into this great looking model.   It 
is reconstructed from balsa, ply, lots of glue, and 
TLC.  A Saito 56 4 cycle engine supplies the 
power and a Futaba radio is the controller. 
That’s a Monokote finish on the plane. 
Elvis won the Model of the Month for his efforts. 
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“NOT THE LAST CHAPTER” by Larry 
Kosinar  
 
Special guests attending the May meeting were 
Rutgers Engineering students, Steve Indyk, Pat 
Hickey, Anthony Garrison, and Aniket Aranoke.  
The group presented President Mike Forbes with a 
section of wing from the Icarus which had made 
its successful maiden flight on Memorial Day after 
two days of attempts.   

 
 
The flight is posted on You Tube.Com.  
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVKPYR1B9
Xk ) With less than a month to the deadline, and 
final exams taking two weeks out of the 
construction time, the craft they presented to us 
had to be redesigned.  It was decided that the 12’ 
Telemaster flying surfaces could be adapted to the 
group’s fuse.  Rather than cutting out the pieces, a 
kit was acquired and the surfaces were built in 
about ten days. The first day of testing, the radio 
system was suffering from glitches caused by the 
electronic ignition on the Fuji Engine.  Ed 

Pochinski left Heavenly Farms and made a trip 
home to pick up some servo extension filters, 
which made the radio appear to work properly.  
Wiring in the engine area was wrapped in 
aluminum foil in attempt to shield it.  But the 
engine would quit while the plane was 
transitioning from taxi to flight.  On the second 
day of attempts the engine started on the first flip 
of the prop but promptly died as the craft lifted off 
the ground.  When checked, the spark plug was 
wet and fouled.  As a spare plug was not on hand, 
a quick run by Alex Szemere to his house brought 
some spare spark plugs to the field. The day 
dragged on with not being able to keep the engine 
running.  (A highlight of the day was when Norm 
Berger left the field and returned with vinyl 
graphics for the “ICARUS”.)  The ignition 
indicator light would flash on and off, indicating 
that the ignition was cutting off.  The engine when 
started would run, and the plane would taxi around 
the field, but it could not keep running, and a 
range problem was observed at approximately 150 
feet.  At that time Alex went to his house again 
and brought back a broken-in Quadra 50 which 
didn’t match the motor mount.  The young men 
decided to take the craft back to the lab and 
fabricate a new mount.  They had the mount and 
engine in place back at the lab and range checked 
the system, which was working without any 
interference by 1:30 in the morning.  The next day 
the plane was brought to Heavenly Farms again, 
and Alex made a successful maiden flight.   

 
 
This had to be recorded and forwarded to the 
contest committee to confirm continuation in the 
competition.  Upon landing the left wing exhibited 
some looseness at the attachment point to the 
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center section.  The wing bolts were tightened and 
the structure appeared sound.  Although not part of 
the original plan, a second flight was made to 
adjust the elevator trim, and on that flight a fatal 
structural failure occurred, with a wing panel 
rotating at the fuse.  The wing panel broke in half, 
parted from the fuse, and the plane continued to 
the ground with the wing panel pieces floating 
down.  
 

 
After the craft and all pieces were retrieved, a 
review of the pieces indicated the cause of the 
failure.  To all our surprises we had noticed that 
the seven foot 1 ¼” pine closet pole had broken 
from the extreme pressure caused by the wing 
panel rotating.  The future engineers were not 
upset by the loss of the craft and the end of their 
journey to the competition in Maryland in June 
2009.  They said that they had learned more from 
the hands-on experience applying the book 
knowledge.  They had no modeling experience and 
solicited the assistance of Tri County R/C, which 
they said had gotten them further along than the 
past three years of attempts at reaching a 
successful flight.  Three of the young men will 
start next year’s project in September and are 
looking forward to interacting with Tri- County 
R/C for the 2010 competition.  With the earlier 
start, the team will have more time to successfully 
complete a new airframe and the integration of the 
autopilot and electronics into the craft.  That 
should allow them to compete in the AIIU 
competition.  Mike Forbes stated that he was 
disappointed by the incident, but “Icarus” again 
flew too close to the sun.   
 
I wish to thank all the members who supported the 
project with guidance, personal equipment, time, 
and knowledge to share with the students.  Mike 

Forbes, who received the initial request from the 
students.  Mike Korb for his time, tools, and being 
alternate test pilot.  Ed Pochinski for his help with 
the gas motors, time, and electronic gear. Norm 
Berger for the vinyl graphics.  Alex Szemere for 
his time, engine, and test pilot abilities.  Glenn 
Bowmann, Bill Perkowski, Rich Dvorin, and 
Emery Mersich for time, support, and equipment.  
If I missed anyone, please accept my apology. 
This undertaking is what makes RC modeling and 
being a member of The Tri County Club so 
rewarding and worthwhile. 
 
New Tool 
 
As some of you may know, I’m a tool junky.  Tim 
Allen still has some competition.  Anyway, I 
decided I needed a better balancing tool.  My 
original tool is getting old, inaccurate, and weak 
(two index fingers.)  For the past few years I have 
been using some wedge shaped pencil erasers on 
top of dowels stuck in a block of wood.  One of 
the problems with both these methods is the need 
mark the wing with the C.G. range and then place 
the tool on the correct spot in that range.  That last 
step can lead to some weird contortions that I’m 
not able to do any more.  Now I know there are a 
lot of balancing tools out there.  Some are cheaper, 
and some can run into hundreds of dollars. 
Flipping through Model Aviation one day I saw 
this new product from Sig.  It was a “simple” 
model and propeller balancer.   So I ran down to 
Linda’s shop (Hobby Hut) and ordered a Sig Pro-
Balancer.  Long story short, it took a while to get.   
It seems they were very popular, the original stock 
ran out, and they were on back order. 
 

 
This is what you get in the shrink wrapped box for 
$40.  There are lots of laser cut parts, hardware (in 
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a bag), 40 plastic wheels, and a set of instructions.  
The prop balancer wheels were wrapped in paper 
for protection. 
 
The balancer can handle any size prop, and it can 
hold models up to 33 pounds and fuselages up to 
11 inches wide. 
 
OK, there are some nits to pick on this tool.  First, 
the Sig logo is not on the parts.  The shafts on 3 of 
the 4 balancing wheels were bent even though they 
were protected by paper padding (I was able to 
straighten the shafts).  All the holes for the 
spreader rods and pivots were slightly undersized.  
Lastly, Larry and I both thought they could have 
used a better grade (more plys, a better grade of 
wood.)  All in all, small nits.  
 
Larry Kosinar has one of these too, and he gave 
me a tip for building it.  He suggested making sure 
that the balancing wheels were in perfect 
alignment and turning free.  He said not to worry 
about the other hole alignments and to drill them 
out later.  That’s what I did.  Larry used slow 
epoxy and I used Titebond glue with lots of 
clamps.  After glue-up I put some plywood shims 
between the foot sections, lined up the prop 
balancing wheels, and clamped the feet together.  I 
then put a 15/64” (6mm) drill bit into my drill 
press and drilled out the two lower holes.  I then 
drilled out the pivot holes for the brass bearing 
tubes (with a smaller drill.) After that I installed 
the two 6mm rods and then used a drum sander to 
smooth and match up the bottom of both feet so 
the balancer would not rock on a flat surface. 

 
And this is what it looked like after 4 nights of 
assembly. 
 

 
In operation the balancer is very sensitive.  The 
slightest movement of the batteries will have the 
model moving quickly nose or tail down on the 
balancer.  
 
So, would I recommend this Pro-Balancer?  
Absolutely. 
 
RC Report is Back, Sorta.. 
 
RC Report is back.  On line that is.  Same format, 
same writers (mostly), and a new owner.  Just not 
in hard copy.  Tony Coberly bought the business 
from Gordon and revived it.   
 
You can subscribe by going to www.rcreport.net 
and clicking on “Member Login” (Don’t ask me 
how long it took me to figure this out!) once there 
you can register as a user and pay for the 
subscription by credit card.  There are two 
choices: standard online for $24.95 or premium 
for $29.95.  Both subscriptions cover 12 months.  
Both subscriptions also allow you to post user 
comments.  The premium version allows you to 
download PDF versions of the columns and makes 
you eligible for periodic online contests and 
prizes.  
 
Bob Mackey and I have both signed up for a 
subscription.  I chose the downloadable version. I 
haven’t been successful yet in doing a download.  
I have found some problems with an on-line 
subscription - it’s not as portable as the paper 
version and more importantly, I keep forgetting to 
log on and read it.  I still enjoy the magazine when 
I remember I have it. 
 



 

The Fly Paper Volume 31 Number 6   Page 10 of 12 June, 2009 

Future Giant Scale Engine? 
 
Sears Craftsman has recently announced a new 
line of lawn care products.  The first in the series 
is a new weed trimmer that uses a 25cc, 4 cycle 
engine.  What, that’s not new?   OK, how about 
this.  The engine is powered by propane.  Small 
one pound screw-on cans good for two hours of 
operation. 

 
The unit shown above costs about $200. 
 
Reading World War II Weekend 
 
On June 6th Marlene and I took our biennial trip to 
Reading Regional Airport and the Mid-Atlantic 
Air Museum. ( www.maam.org )  
 
We left at 8am and would normally be walking 
around the field by 10:30.  This time because of 
the traffic jam and big crowds waiting for the 
shuttle busses we didn’t get to the field until 1:00.  
Our route was 78 to 222 to the Reading exit.  Next 
time I’ll take 78 out to Hamburg and jump on 61 
on into Reading to 12 and then follow the signs to 
the airport parking.   
 
Reading is not only Warbirds.  There are 
encampments of many of the armies of WWII, re-
enactments of battles, war time radio, clothing, 
military vehicles, period cars – both civilian and 
military, and more.  There are all kinds of 
weapons displayed from knives to artillery pieces.  
You just gotta go at least once.  Go early, stay late. 
 

 
A very nice P-47N.  Sounded great too. 

 
A Griffon powered Spitfire.  I think it was a MK 
XXVIII.  
 

 
A Goodyear Corsair. 
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This is the only flying Hell Diver in existence. 
 

 
Jack Roush’s personal P-51.  Roush as in Roush 
Racing and NASCAR.  Jack also builds 510 hp P-
51 Mustang cars on a limited basis (Bob, he has 
one for you – just don’t tell Joyce). 
 

 
This is a reproduction Stuka JU-87 dive bomber.  
It looked scaled down, but I didn’t see anything in 

the documentation that it was smaller than real 
life. 

 
A Heath Parasol.  From the company that became 
Heathkit. 
 
A short note.  A customer’s engineer stopped at 
the shop a while back to look at the progress of his 
design.  He noticed that I had some pictures of 
planes on my wall.  We got into a discussion, and 
he said he had an interest in getting a ride in an old 
plane.  I mentioned Reading and the B-17 rides 
there.  Well, he signed up for a ride.  He left his 
house at 4:00 am to make sure he got his 10:00 am 
flight.  About 4:30 pm we ran into each other by a 
hanger.  I really didn’t have to ask how he liked 
the flight.  You could see it on his face.  He had 
this permanent little smile and a glassy-eyed look.  
He had taken 55 minutes of video from the time he 
walked onto the plane until he disembarked.  
About 20 minutes were of taxiing to and from the 
tarmac.  The rest was cruising over the farmlands.  
As he talked, he kind of just had this little lilt to 
his voice, like he wasn’t really back on the ground 
again.  Besides the flight, he couldn’t believe how 
much other stuff was going on.  He’ll be back next 
year. 
 
 
That’s it for another month.  Thanks go out to 
Alex, Chris, Emery, Mike, Norm, Glenn, and 
Larry for their contributions to the newsletter this 
month.   
 
See you at the meeting, 
John 
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