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Coming Events 
Thursday, October 29 Club Meeting 

8:00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 8 Turkey Fly at Edison 

Field 
Saturday, December 5 Annual Holiday Dinner 

Thursday, December 10 Club Meeting, 2010 
Elections, and end-of-
year refreshments.   

  

 
Next Meeting, Thursday, October 
29th. 
 
Our meeting will be held at the East Brunswick 
Library in one of the general meeting rooms in the 
left rear of the facility.   
 
Just a reminder that we do not have a meeting in 
November.   
 
Dinner 
 
This year our dinner is being chaired by Joe 
Plotnick and Mike Forbes.   
 
We will be having the dinner at the Charlie 
Brown’s Steakhouse in Kingston, NJ.  The full 
address is 4591 Route 27, Kingston, NJ 08528.  

That is in South Brunswick Township just south 
west of Kendal Park. 
 
The date is Saturday, December 5th, and the 
starting time is 7:30 pm. 
 
Cost is $30.00 a person.   
 
A coupon is printed at the end of the newsletter for 
your convenience to fill out your choice of Entrée. 
 
The coupon can be presented with your check to 
Joe at the meeting or you could mail him the 
coupon and check to his address at: 
 
Joe Plotnick 
17 Afton Boulevard 
Monroe Township, NJ 08831  
 
The three entrees are; 
 
Roast Prime Rib of Beef 
 
Stuffed Flounder with Lump Crabmeat 
 
Eggplant Parmesan over Pasta 
 
There will also be a salad (Caesar), New York 
style cheesecake and coffee or tea.  Oh, and a cash 
bar will be available. 
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Besides the meal, there will be a raffle, gifts and 
more. 
 
Joe is planning a “Chinese Auction” like event so 
he would like each person who wants to 
participate to bring a wrapped, gender appropriate 
gift in the $10 to $15 range.  (Please mark on the 
wrapping “M” or “F.”) 
 
November 30th is  the last date that Joe can accept 
your coupon so he can notify C.B. of how many 
guests to host. 
 
2010 Elections 
 
Every year we are required to hold elections for 
our five member Board of Directors (officers.)  
The term of office is one year and runs from 
January 1 thru December 31.  So, every year we 
hold elections at our December meeting.  Any 
member in good standing can run for an office, 
with the exception of the trustee.  A Trustee must 
be a former officer of the club 
 
That said, an election committee was formed with 
three members volunteering to be on the 
committee.  They are: 
Ed Pochinski 732-846-4895 mrkeys1999@verizon.net 

 
Roland John 732-238-2620 roland_jp@hotmail.com 

 
And Tony Palmer 732-254-3113 Tony.Palmer@gmail.com 

 
If you are interested in being an officer, contact 
one of the above members of the committee.  They 
will also be going around asking for volunteers. 
 
From the Keyboard of the Prez. 
 
Welcome to the Club 
Mark Koching and Rick Knight were voted in at 
the last meeting.  
 
Last meeting 
Due to a mix-up with the library’s schedule, we 
were ‘homeless’ for the September meeting. To 
make matters worse, Ed Mirsky from the Daisy 
association was there to say a few words and 
collect the proceeds. Blessed with a beautiful night 

and nothing to lose, we called the meeting to order 
in the courtyard around the flagpole. I personally 
enjoyed the meeting, though comfortable seating 
was scarce and anyone speaking really had to 
project to be heard. Otherwise, it was kinda fun…. 
Upon further examination, we also found a 
conflict with the December 10th meeting date. So 
the December 10th meeting will be held at the 
Brookview Volunteer Fire House just up the 
street from the library. We can’t count on the 
weather in early December to be anywhere nearly 
as nice, so thanks to Larry for arranging us shelter.  

 
The club raised $386 for Camp Daisy.  Here is Camp Daisy 
representative Mr. Ed Mirski accepting the check from 
President Forbes 
 
 
Heavenly Farms 
The BIG story to report this month is the closing 
of the current Heavenly Farms field to ALL  
aircraft except electric parkfliers, ( the definition 
of parkflier from the AMA’s Park Pilot Program 
for Manufacturers - "•Aircraft must be must 
electric powered, weigh 2 pounds or less, 
and be  unable  to exceed 60 mph."  ) AND 
you are required to have a spotter with you. 
This lousy turn of events was originally supposed 
to be a great improvement to the field – which we 
were tight-lipped about until we heard more 
details. The Township Engineer contacted us the 
day before the last meeting, asking if we could 
send him the AMA’s details for a typical flying 
field.  The mayor thought he could work a proper 
paved runway “into an existing construction 
project”. The next day – the day of our meeting – 
the stakes were already in the ground. Lips were 
flapping and rumors were flying. Nothing was said 
because nothing was for sure. Tragically, the 
“existing construction project” the engineer spoke 
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of was a paved walking/biking path right around 
the perimeter of our field. Although this path was 
on the original plan for the park all along, it was 
not intended to actually happen for years.  It 
surprised us that they were doing it, and it 
surprised the East Brunswick Engineer that we 
could not co-exist with it. They literally wanted to 
pave us a runway that was crossed at each end by 
a jogging path.  
 
On a side note, it’s pretty impressive that a 
township would even offer that up. Not only were 
they interested in setting us up with a permanent 
home, but it never even crossed their minds that 
there would be a public safety problem. We 
worked hard at being an asset to the community, 
and we followed our safety protocol so well that 
no one was hurt or even felt endangered by us 
there.  We were welcome there because we earned 
it. 
 
Like it or not, change happens. Our original deal 
with Mayor Neary was that we could use the HF 
field until it was developed. Well, we didn’t see it 
coming, but it was just developed.  I wish I had 
more to report at this time, but the mayor and 
engineer have not yet found a solution. They do 
however seem to be trying to find one.  
 
North Brunswick 
Mayor Womack from North Brunswick called me 
the other day. Normally that’d be my cue to 
transfer everything to an offshore account and 
disappear, but he had actually been doing some 
research, came across our website, and needed 
guidance. North Brunswick has had some 
shenanigans and Tomfoolery going on lately, and 
the police and mayor are interested in involving 
model aircraft to help them out with recon. work. 
The mayor seemed to be exploring an interesting 
possibility, but didn’t have a clue what was 
possible or affordable these days. If there are any 
members who can offer assistance with flying or 
designing a recon aircraft, please let me know. 
 
Rutgers AIAA team 
The Rutgers crew is working on their 2010 
Autonomous Aircraft competition entry, and 

needs your help. If you’re interested, contact 
Anthony at anthonygarison@gmail.com 
  
I will not see you at this meeting – I’ll be at 
DisneyWorld – but I’ll see you at the Turkey Fly, 
Mike 
 
Turkey Fly 
 
The Turkey Fly will be held at the Edison field 
Sunday, November 8th.  Start time will be 12:00 
noon. 
 
Mike Forbes said he would be supplying turkey 
chilli and Larry K. would be bringing turkey soup. 
More details at the meeting   
 
Please note that the event was changed to Edison 
because of the situation at Heavenly Farms. 
 
For Sale 
 
12v power supplies - The units are taken from old 
computers and modified to be a convenient power 
source for your RC battery chargers that require 12 
volts. 
Connect your charger to this just as you would a 
car battery. It'll produce 12v at 8 amps or more 
and also has a 5 volt tap that can be used to bench-
test radios or break in the brushes on those antique 
brushed electric motors.  

 
I make these to order and sell them at cost - which 
is usually $10. Contact Mike at 
Vanning@verizon.net or 732-406-4206 
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The club has hats and shirts for sale. $15.00 each.  
See Mike at the meeting. 
 
For Sale 
 
Fuel Shut Off and One Way (ball check) Valves 
Contact Mike Salvador 732-246-7940 for 
availability and pricing. 
 
Door Prizes 
 
Our 50-50 was split its normal three ways among 
Ulysses Patterson, Bill Perkowski, and Fred Eines. 
 
The gallon of fuel was won by Rick Knight. 
 
Model of the Month 
 
There were two models presented at the October 
meeting.  Both were brought in by Roland John.  
Sorry, no pictures. 
 
Roland had a Hobbico Superstar E.P. ARF.  The 
plane is constructed with plywood and balsa with 
a plastic covering.  The plane weighs 3.5 pounds 
and has a 49” wing span.  A Futaba 7C, 2.4 Ghz 
radio controls the plane.  Power is supplied by a 
G.P. 35-20-1400 motor swinging a 9x6 prop and a 
3 cell 3300 LiPo battery. 
 
Roland’s second plane won the MOM gallon of 
fuel.  This plane is a Great Planes P-47 
Thunderbolt E.P. ARF.  The 39” wingspan plane 
is constructed from fiberglass, balsa, and plywood.  
The model is covered in Monokote.  This model 
uses a G.P. Outrunner motor 35-36-1500 and a 
9x6 prop.  A 3 cell 3300 ma LiPo battery supplies 
power. 
 
 
 

Training by Alex 
 
With the exception of a few lost and crashed 
planes, it has been a very good R/C Flight 
Training Season. 
 
We have plenty of enthusiastic students but still 
not enough actively participating instructors. We 
need to work and improve on that for next year.  
  
Tuesday Night Flight Training has quickly ended. 
Instruction will continue to be open with the 
participating instructors to set up individual 
appointments for stick time. Our website has a 
new face, but the core of designated student 
pilots/instructors roster remains the same. It is just 
a guide... please choose any willing and available 
instructor to make arrangements for flight training. 
The student pilots appreciate the participating 
volunteer instructors and thank them for their time 
and patience.  
  
Heavenly Farms Aerodrome is restricted for 
Electric Park Fliers Only. This means, Flight 
Training as well.  
So, for those that have recently purchased the 
Apprentice Trainer... you are good to fly. If you 
are not flying with an instructor at Heavenly 
Farms, please comply with the "spotter" 
requirement for added safety. The spotter does not 
have to be a pilot. Always look out for pedestrian 
and bicycle traffic on the designated paths.  
  
Please... DO NOT FLY ALONE... Thanks! 
Happy and Safe Landings!    Alex 
 
New Soloist 
 
Roland John is the latest to earn his wings.  He is 
now qualified to fly and crash without an 
instructor’s assistance.  Roland, may your landings 
always equal your takeoffs. 
 
October and November Birthdays 
 
October birthday wishes go out to: 
Jason Dacko              Chris Leeds 
Emery Mersich          Romesh Nissangaratchie 
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Bill Perkowski           Ed Pochinski 
Bernie Price               Milt Silverstein 
 
November birthday wishes go out to: 
Glenn Bowman          Evan Clements 
John English              Kelly Koching 
Eugene Letcher          Anthony Palmer 
Bill Zydycryn 
 
On Field Level by Norman Berger 
 
This year I have had some 
interesting experiences 
with some batteries I would 
like to share with you. 
I obtained a RHINO LIPO 
for my JR TX from Hobby City (Hong Kong.) 
They are hard to resist; the prices are so low you 
would think something is wrong ($14.00.)  
 
The battery comes with both a JR connector and a 
FUTABA connector already installed. You charge 
outside of the TX with any LIPO charger. I utilize 
the FMA 4s or Multi/4 that allow me to both 
charge and balance in one step. 
I have been able to fly almost all season on one 
charge! It is truly amazing. 
In my case I use JR equipment, and Horizon 
Hobby cautions against using LIPO in TX’s.  
 
There seems to be three issues:  
 

1) You can’t really charge it properly 
through the built in TX charge port (so 
I put tape over the TX charge port so I 
won’t forget.) 

 2) Initial voltage is higher (12.6 volts)than 
normal NiCad or NimH batteries, and 
some claim this is hard on the electronics 
and could lead to premature failure ( I have 
not seen this in over a year of use as many 
of my buddies use this set up and so far 
with no ill effects.) In case the 
aforementioned issue is bothersome, you 
can utilize 1 or 2 Radio Shack 
diodes#1N4003 or 1N4005 to decrease the 
voltage by inserting them in the positive 
lead of the battery as they effectively drop 

the voltage about .75 volts each and have 
no ill effect n the battery or the TX. 
 
 (3) If you discharge too far below 9 volts, 
you can kiss this battery goodbye i.e. 
leaving the switch on overnight! 
 

I also have tried 2000 ma ENELOOP battery 
packs in some of my TX’s with very good results 
too.  
 
These are a form of NimH, and you can use your 
standard wall wart charger to keep this up to snuff.  
ENELOOPS do not lose power on the shelf and 
they discharge slower under load than a NimH; 
thus you get longer battery life. 
 
In the case of these ENELOOP batteries, I get 
them from NO-BS Batteries, and they cost about 
$42 for the pack with a connector. 
 
These are a middle of the road approach, no 
charging issues, or high voltage issues and no 
history of explosions as with LIPOs. 
 
 My experience with these is that they hold the 
charge longer and you need to charge every third 
or fourth time you go to the field vs. every time! 
 
ENELOOPS are a better choice vs. NiCAD or 
NimH batteries, and the only downside is that if 
you discharge, i.e. leave switch on, it is near 
impossible to recharge to full capacity. Where you 
might get away with this on other batteries, it does 
not seem to hold for these batteries. 
 
In the case of airborne packs, I do not use LIPO’s 
because the voltage is too high for many of my 
older radios and servos. 
 
I have, however, been using 2000 ma ENELOOP 
packs (I get them from Batteries America $28), 
and I can tell you they hold up a lot better than 
conventional batteries and have no funny issues 
other than that discharge issue I mentioned above. 
So as long as you don’t leave the switch on 
overnight you will enjoy a long lasting battery that 
does not discharge sitting in the airplane…. 
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The last type of pack I am using now are Li-Ion or 
A123 types. These are available now (I use Electro 
Dynamics) so far for airborne applications and 
usually come in 2300 ma size (cost about $42). 
These are 2 cells and provide around 7 volts when 
fully charged. They work with older radios and 
servos without problem or regulators and also do 
not lose charge sitting around. I have no 
experience with a discharged Li-Ion (that is yet!) 
 
These batteries have all the good points of LIPO 
technology, but the chemistry is not volatile! The 
batteries are light-weight and deliver more power 
over longer periods of time vs. conventional 
batteries. 
 
Li-Ion batteries charge with a special charger. 
Most LIPO charges have a Li-Ion/A123 mode.  
You should make sure of your settings before 
utilizing any charger. 
 
The problem as I see it is remembering what is in 
each aircraft so you can charge it properly. This is 
not too easy to manage (especially as we get 
older).  As a case in point: I have one airplane with 
A123’s powering the servos through a servo 
isolator, ENELOOP battery for the receiver and 
throttle servo, and NimH for the ignition! 
 
As you can see, the choices have broadened, and 
some of them certainly offer better levels of 
service, but you have to be very careful managing 
these new technologies to achieve the desired 
results. 
 
Non Club Events 
 
November 14, Leonardo, NJ.  Annual Jersey Coast 
Sport Fliers RC Auction.  Croydon Hall Gym. 
www.jcsportfliers.org 
 
November 15, Melville, NY Whitman Flyers RC 
Swap Meet at Camelot Hall. 
www.whitmanflyers.com  
 
Rich Dvorin thought that if you happen to be in 
the Rochester area, The Rochester Institute of 
Technology is holding an Indoor R/C Fly-in at the 
R.I.T. Gordon Field House.  The event is being 

held Sunday, November 15, 2009 from 12:00 pm 
to 5:00pm.  For more information send an email to 
RITAeroDesign@gmail.com 
 
For more events visit our web site 
www.tcrcnj.com and click on the calendar and 
events button. 
 
“Frankenfoot” Update  
 
You may remember way back to the beginning of 
the year when we heard of Chris Leeds’ current 
mishap and the reason he called himself 
“Frankenfoot” in honor of Halloween.  He 
managed to make an “inappropriate dismount” 
from a ladder for the second time.  Personally, I 
think it was a very painful way of getting out of 
“honey-do” projects.  So, here’s Chris’ story in his 
own words. 
 
Since June 6th I have had reconstructive foot 
surgery, and I have been recovering very slowly 
but I am making progress (my first Dr. said I 
would never walk normally again so he's no longer 
my Dr.) My current Dr. is Lon Weiner, who 
happens to be the chief of orthopedic trauma 
surgery in Lenox Hill Hosp. in NYC. (He put me 
back together with leftover CUB parts ;-) ... I have 
been in Physical Therapy 3 times a week for the 
past 3 and 1/2 months. 8 weeks ago I was allowed 
back to work but needed to get a ride from a co-
worker as I had not been allowed to drive yet and 
was still was on crutches at that time. I could not 
get down to the basement to work on the Cub as 
the stairs and I were not on good terms yet. While 
I was still in the cast I needed shorts as long pants 
did not agree with a cast the size of a giant ski 
boot. 4 weeks ago my Dr. got me down to one 
crutch and no more air cast - at present I no longer 
need any crutch, am in real shoes, but walk very 
slowly. The good news is that I am walking again 
;-). The Dr. also told me I could drive if I felt 
comfortable doing so, and I started driving my 
wife's car by my birthday on Oct 3rd, as it was an 
automatic, but have gotten back into my red truck 
which has a stick shift as of  last week. I have not 
been able to make the meetings as my therapy was 
on Mon, Wed and Thursday nights from 7 to 8 
pm, but if all goes well this week I hope to make 
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the next meeting on the 29th (I changed my 
therapy to 5:00 so I could make it). Believe it or 
not I actually got down to the basement 2 nights 
this week to work on the Cub and have attached a 
few pictures for proof. Wings are covered, Tail is 
also covered, Radio is installed, Engine is 
mounted, so I just need to finish covering the fuse' 
and then add final detailing (sounds like a few 
short months to go (ha ha ha) ... Hope to see you 
all on the 29th. 
  
Chris Leeds 
 

 
That’s Chris and his Cub back in September of 
2008. 
 

 
Here is the latest picture of the Cub’s progress.  If 
you look carefully, you can see the red and white 
checkerboard on the stabilizer.  Chris cut all the 
little red squares and individually placed them on 
the white covering before lightly ironing them 
down.  Chris says that the wing bottom surface 
will get the same treatment next.  His other 
finishing steps will be adding a white starburst on 
the top of the wing and a red “Cub Flash” on the 
fuselage. 
 

Rutgers AIAA Team Update By Larry 
Kosinar 
 
The trainer donated by Louis Stumpf had to be 
practically totally rebuilt due to water damage to 
the 1/16" balsa sheeting; the foam used in the 
construction was sound and usable.  The Engine 
was started and ran quiet well once I had 
explained the difference between magneto ignition 
and electronic ignition.  The boys couldn't get it 
started because they thought the wire from the coil 
had to be grounded to the engine block. 
 
They had built a nice sturdy stand for the two 
engines they have, the engine that Louis gave 
them and the Fuji which gave them trouble last 
year.  The Fuji had been sent back to Tower 
Hobbies, who advised that the pickup had gone 
bad and was replaced.  The Fuji also started with 
no trouble (once the group mixed new gas).  The 
Fuji definitely produces more horse power with 
less weight.  
  
The group also had ordered a new 12" Telemaster 
Kit to improve on last year’s design.  For them it 
is a learning process and they will be making the 
modifications to the failed wing center section.  
The goal is to have the trainer ready to fly by 
November and then start the Telemaster so they 
have two airframes to work with. 
It was satisfying to see the gentlemen who 
returned from last year’s attempt learned a bit 
about construction and understand the difference 
between drawings on a CAD program and actual 
construction. 
  
1. The progress is ongoing at the Rutgers group.  
They have rebuilt the tail surfaces, and they are 
now functional and sturdy.  The wing sections are 
almost complete.  The thin fuselage sides still have 
to be addressed.  The gas motors are both up and 
operational.  The Fuji, which failed last season, 
was sent back to Tower Hobbies, and they advised 
that they had replaced a defective crank sensor.  
The old Quadra was started and made ready for 
use once the young engineers were shown the 
difference between the electronic ignition on the 
Fuji and the magneto ignition on the Quadra.  The 
group had been attempting to start it as if it had an 
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electronic ignition and had shorted the coil to the 
engine block.  Once the wire was removed the 
engine started very easily with new fuel. 
  
2. Due to the loss of Heavenly Farms I had 
checked with Alex Szemere to find a replacement 
location for flight testing of the Rutger's UAV.  He 
suggested the North Branch Park, which is the 
home field for the Somerset Signal Senders.  
Anthony Russo, who is president of the group, 
was contacted and he was very enthusiastic with 
regard to helping with the project.  He will be 
bringing it up at his next club meeting.  This will 
make the Rutger's project a great interclub 
activity. 
  
3. On short notice Anthony Garrison, President of 
the Rutger's AIAA group, offered Bill Perkowski 
and myself a chance to accompany them on a tour 
to Lockheed-Martin in Newtown, Pa.  The short 
notice was due to the names having to be 
submitted a week in advance of the tour for 
security checks, and the invite was made just a 
half hour before the deadline of 6pm Thursday a 
week prior to the tour. This was also the location 
that the AIAA group of greater Philadelphia was 
held as they sponsored the tour.  The facility 
conducts work in the satellite field, and they have 
received the contract to develop and build the GPS 
III system.   
 
Nice Recovery 
Alex sent this following picture and caption. 

 
This is a presentation of Anatoliy's biplane by Ray 
Hippeli from the Brookview Volunteer Fire 
Department. Their ladder was too short... so they 
used the Ladder Apparatus for this "rescue" task 
with a span of 100 feet. Nice save. Thanks much! 

 
Speaking of Brookview VFD 
 
Our December 10th meeting will be held at this fire 
company.  They are on Dunhams Corner Road just 
past the intersection of Church Lane and across 
from the E.B. Water Park.  Thanks, Alex, for 
making the arrangements.   
 
Meeting Under the Flag 
 
As noted by Mike Forbes, the club held its 
September meeting under the Stars and Bars.  
Hmm, might have been neat to have a campfire 
too. Anyway, Alex sent me the photos he took that 
night.  Here are some of them. 
 

 
President Mike Forbes running the meeting. 
 

 
A few lucky members got to sit for the meeting. 
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Mike has a chuckle while Larry is doing his 
secretary stuff. 
 

 
Bill and Glenn selling fuel tickets. 
 

 
Part of the crowd that hung around for the 
meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bill McLean with his award as the most antsyest  
(most impatient) student. 
 
Thanks for the Web Site 
 
The club would like to recognize the 12 years that 
Norm Berger has worked to create the club’s web 
site and all the maintenance it required to keep it 
running and fresh.  I know that Norm always said 
running the site was fun and enjoyable.  His only 
complaint during that time was that the 
membership didn’t visit or post often enough. 
 
Thank you very much for all of your expertise, 
perseverance, and time.   
 
That’s it for this month.  Thanks go out to Alex, 
Chris, Mike, Norm, Rich Dvorin, and Larry for 
their contributions to the newsletter this month.   
 
See you at the meeting, 
John   johnmarl@optonline.net  
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
«Skip Record If...» 
. 
 
  The Fly Paper 
  c/o John Donnelly 
  4 Cedar Street 
  Butler, NJ 07405-1329 

 
  Academy of Model Aeronautics 
Charter # 434 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
«First» «Last_name» 
«Club» 
«Street_Address» 
«Town»,«NJ» «ZIP» 

 

2009 Tri-County R/C Club Annual Dinner 
7:30 p.m., Saturday, December 5th, 2009 

4591 Route 27, Kingston, NJ 08528 
 
Quantity             Entrée                             Name:_____________________________ 
 
_______            Roast Prime Rib of Beef 
 
_______            Stuffed Flounder with Lump Crabmeat 
 
_______            Eggplant Parmesan over pasta 
 
 
$___________           Total Amount   Please make check out to Tri-County R/C Club   
 
Cost is $30.00 per person 
Deadline to sign up is Monday, November 30th. 
 
Present this coupon and your check to Joe Plotnick at the meeting or mail to Joe at: 
Joe Plotnick 
17 Afton Boulevard 
Monroe Township, NJ 08831  
 
 


